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Hot Iron Transfers .t* 


Lert A aN rit iN 
to ‘“‘Glamorize’"’ your neediework, 


Free For You... 


It’s the finest group of transfer patterns you’ve ever put an iron to! That’s what you'll say 
about Aunt Ellen’s newest creations. Every jam-packed sheet is filled with exquisite designs 
for hundreds of uses. And they stamp perfectly time after time. 


It’s a fact. You’ll get an envelope stuffed with brand new hot iron transfers . .. more than 100 
different designs . . . free. You’ll be able to add a touch of glamour to your needlework over 
and over again. Because these patterns are scientifically processed to take stamping after 
stamping, if need be. Can’t you see how these multi-purpose designs will give you a fertile 
source of ideas for gifts and bazaars? And isn’t it true that gifts you make yourself are so much 
more appreciated? So, keep all these patterns right where you do your sewing . . . you'll 
use them often. 


You will get these free just by getting acquainted with The WORKBASKET Magazine. 


A WORLD OF NEEDLEWORK “KNOW-HOW” 
FOR YOU IN The WORKBASKET oo 


Engaging carefully edited directions for crocheted, knitted and tatted articles make up the I< Ab 
backbone of The WORKBASKET. Of course there is a generous amount of information on 

quilting, edging, weaving and almost every other type of needlework under the sun. Crafts, 

like costume jewelry, beadcraft and figurine painting are very often featured. 


But you get more than needlecrafts! Pages throughout every issue are loaded with ways to make 
your life easier. These household hints will save you time . . . as well as money. And just wait 
until the family savors one of your meals taken from taste exciting recipes in The WORK- 
BASKET! 

Spontaneous letters written to Aunt Ellen reveal an amazing fact. Most folks keep, and file, 
every single issue! Some subscribers have copies dating back twenty years. All these things 
testify to the current, and continuing, usefulness of this magazine. But see for yourself how 
you can benefit. You'll find Aunt Ellen’ss WORKBASKET “sized” to fit your needs. 


N OW ... lake Advantage of This 
Popular Introductory Offer! 


You can have The WORKBASKET delivered by mail to you for one year for only $1.00. 
That’s twelve colorful issues for just 814 cents each. 


ae — vA 


And remember, you also get the free collection of hot iron transfers. Just to make sure you don’t 
have to wait for a new batch to be printed, why don’t you send your order right now? The 
coupon on this page is for your convenience . . . mail it with just one dollar today, to be sure. 


YOUR REAL OPPORTUNITY 


ra 
Publisher 

The WORKBASKET 

502 Handcraft Bidg., Kansas City 11, Mo. 


CJ I'm enclosing $1.00 to receive: 
©@ The WORKBASKET for 12 Months. 
® Collection of Hot Iron Transfers. 


Name—— 
Street or RFD— 
Oy——$ _ Tone 


State 


(C) Check here if you now take The WORKBASKET. 
(Offer good in U.S.A. and possessions only) 





Flower Show for the Lowest Cost! 
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One Mature Plant Can Pro- 
duce Up To 1000 Flowers 


When we say you will have Bushels 
of Blooms in your yard this summer 
and fall it is no exaggeration. One 
of these fine plants alone can pro- 
duce more than 100 
blooms this year and 
many, many times | 

more next year and 

the year after. Only | 

Cushion Mums give | Prine Name 
you such a spectacular 

show for so little | 

money and trouble. | 


“BUSHELS of BLOOMS” 
CUSHION 


} OQ’. Bleoming 
Size 
PLANTS J 98 


(25 for $3.98 
(50 for $7.50 


Once planted go on blooming 
for years. You'll be picking 
colorful bouquets for weeks 
and weeks. Have flowers in 
every room in your house. 


WE SEND GORGEOUS 
“SHOWPLACE ASSORTMENT” 
Our strong, blooming-size 
plants come in a carefully se- 
lected showplace assortment of 
pink, bronze, gold, red, yellow 
and white. Postage paid on pre- 
paid orders. C.0.D.’s welcome. 
SPRING PLANTING GUIDE 

included FREE. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
On arrival, if you are not 100%, satis- 
fied, simply return for your money back. 


| FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO., DEPT. 370922 
SKOKIE, ILL. 


(Formerly located in Downers Grove, [I!.) 


C) 10 for $1.98 () 25 for $3.98 [) 50 for $7.50 


Glorify Your Yard and Property With This Beautiful 
Living Fence at Amazing Low Cost! 


SO are 
es £@ 


LIFETIME MULTIFLORA 
ROSE FENCE 


@ Featured in LIFE Magazine. 
@ Blooms in Spring with Thousands of 
White Roses. 


@ Keeps Out Dogs, Trespassers—Keeps in 
Children, Pets, Livestock. 
@ Grows Fast—Yet needs Little Care. 


SO STRONG A MATURE FENCE WILL STOP A CAR GOING 60 MILES PER HOUR 


SPECIAL-PRE-SEASON-PRICES 
25 Plants (37%2 ft.)......$ 2.98 
50 Plants (75 ft.)...... 5.49 
100 Plants (150 ft.)...... 9.95 
250 Plants (375 ft.)...... 22.50 


500 Plants (750 ft.)...... 39.95 
aa aneeeeaaaaaaasaaaaaasy 


Our stock is top-quality, at least 
1-2 ft. tall, well-rooted. Complete 
Planting Instructions included with 
every order. Postage Paid on pre- 
paid orders. C.0.D.’s welcome with 
25% advance deposit. 


Beauty, privacy, protection at 
amazing low cost. Actual tests (de- 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
If, on delivery at proper planting time 
this spring you are not 100%, satisfied, 
return for your money back. 





scribed in LIFE Article of June 
20, 1955) proved mature Multiflora 
Rose Fence will stop a car at driv- 
ing speed. Cost a tiny fraction of 
a wooden or wire fence and add 
far more beauty to your yard. 
White roses in spring, green foli- 
age in spring and summer, bright 
berries in fall and winter. Ideal 
for line, contour or irregular fenc- 
ing. Best for large yards, farms, 
estates. Supplies for this spring 
are low; so rush your order today 
to avoid disappointment. 


[FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 


| DEPT. 270922, SKOKIE, ILL. 
| (Formerly located in Downers Grove, III.) 
Please send me at proper planting time 


....Lifetime Multifiora Rese Plants. 


| Print Name. 
| ii iiscicitcdeicentitinsiiiiitainnteaensicisibinnatiied eats 
| 


5 YEAR OLD COLORADO 
pe BLUE SPRUCE 


rown 

9 . These trees are so beautiful you'll 
$ 00 hardly believe your eyes when you see 
them delivered at your door this spring. 
ea Not tiny seedlings, but choice heavy- 
* rooted, densely branched 5 year old 
trees. WILL ADD REAL BEAUTY 
AND VALUE TO YOUR YARD FOR 
YEARS TO COME. Every tree is 
northern grown, extra nice, well-shaped. 

Planting instructions included. 


(In lots of 5S) 


($9.50 
for 10) 


($18.00 ' 
for 20) stg. paid on prepaid orders. C.0.D.’s 
welcome with 25% advance deposit. 
Limited offer — so please write today. 
5 trees for $5.00. Orders for less than 
5 are $1.25 per tree—minimum order 
two trees. The more you order, the 
more you save—10 trees for $9.50, 20 
for $18.00. Delivered at the proper 
planting time. 
FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO., DEPT. 160922 
| SKOKIE, ILL. (Formerly located in Downers Grove, III.) 
| “] 2 for $2.50—$1.25 ea. [) 5 for $ 5.06—$1.00 ec. 
£] 10 for $9.50— .95 ea. [) 20 for $18.00— .90 ec. 


Print Name 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 
On arrival if you are not 
100% satisfied simply 
return for money back. 


Flaming Spectacle of Beauty 
Amazing Color-Changing 


BURNING BUSH 
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Every Season Brings Out a Dazzling 
New Color From Yellow to Red 
to Green to Crimson Fire 


You’ll admire your Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus 
compactus) in Spring, Summer and Winter, BUT IN 
FALL, these shrubs will actually STOP TRAFFIC. 
The flaming copper crimson foliage is so brilliant 
that each shrub seems to radiate light as if it were 
on fire. Grow 4 to 5 feet high and 3 to 4 feet wide. 
Plant along foundation at front of your house where 
you can enjoy their beauty from inside and out. 
Magnificent when planted alone or use several as a 
hedge. Seldom need to be clipped or pruned. 


ALWAYS BEAUTIFUL. Yellow flowers in spring, dark green 


foliage and bright red berries in summer then the show of shows in 

fall. In winter, the unusual corky ee 

bark adds interest to your yard. FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 

Our stock is hardy, well-rooted, | DEPT. 330922, SKOKIE, ILL. 

excellent transplanting size. Post- (Formerly located in Downers Grove, III.) 

age paid on prepaid orders. C1 for $1.98 [) 2 for $3.69 

C.O.D.’s welcome. Spring planting (CD 4 for $5.98 

Guide Included. ie iniicisslnctianitisatsaieehmas = 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

If, on delivery you are not 100% satis- 

fied, simply return for your money back. 
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(2 for $3.69) 
(4 for $5.98) 

















The Cover — The six-inch 
rose-pink blooms of daylily ‘Pic- 
ture’ indicate the fabulous rise 
of the tawny daylily from a 
healthy weed to a prized garden 
perennial. The flaring, wide 
open flowers of ‘Picture’ are 
sunproof and they stay open 
long after dark. This variety 
blooms early to mid-season on 
38-inch stems bearing many 
buds. ‘Picture’ was hybridized 
by Mrs. Hugh Lester and intro- 
duced in 1952. In 1954 it re- 
ceived an Honorable Mention 
award of the American Hemer- 
ocallis Society. 

—Photo by Paul E. Genereux 
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STOPS LAWN SEEDING ... WEEDING . . . FEEDING 
READ THESE FACTS BEFORE YOU 


ORDER YOUR ZOYSIA GRASS 


Meyer Z-52 “Plug-In” Zoysia Grass is the Grass Perfected by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 


PLANT AMAZOY PRE-CUT 
PLUGS IN EXISTING LAWN, 
NEW GROUND, OR NURSERY AREA 


Turf Experts Recommend “Plug-in” 
Planting Method Because — 


1. NO WASTE, NO SOD TO CUT, NO 
SEEDS. Amazoy comes only in plugs of 
fresh, green vigorous grass grown under 
rigid supervision especially for transplant- 
ing, Plugs contain many more square 
inches of underground root system... . 
reach you in better condition . . . don’t 
pull apart...guarantee more rapid growth. 
Plug planting ONLY is recommended by 
Agric. Research Service of U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture for existing lawns. 


2. Just set plugs in ground 1 foot apart, 
checkerboard style. Easy planting instruc- 
tions with each order. 


3. Each plug takes root and spreads to 


cover planted area with thick, rich, beau- 
tiful turf. 


4. Amazoy root system grows so deep (2- 
3 feet down) that your lawn finds its own 
supply of sub-surface water! Stays green 
and beautiful all summer long, even in 
severest heat, drought—in any soil! 


5. Permanent, perennial Amazoy turf 
costs less in the long run than any other. 
No annual upkeep. 


SAVES YOU MONEY 


Amazoy ends yearly expenses and re- 
seeding . . . ends need for weed killers . . . 
cuts water bills and fertilizer costs. Cuts 
time,. expense and work of mowing. It’s 
the LAWN THAT NEVER NEEDS 
REPLACEMENT! 


AN ENDLESS SUPPLY OF 
PLUG TRANSPLANTS 


Transplant 20-25 new plugs per square 
foot twice a year from original planting 
as soon as established. Plugged area soon 
grows over—transplant all summer long 
if desired. Sell them, use them yourself. 
An endless supply year after year. 


ALL PLUGS FULL SIZE, ROOTED IN RICH 
EARTH! 3 SQUARE INCHES EACH, 


DEPT. 166, ZOYSIA FARMS 


602 N. Howard St., Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. 
100 Boylston St., Boston 16, Mass. 


Mid-America, April, 1958 


ONLY $575 


Order Contains Enough AMAZOY 
Zoysia Grass to grow endless sup- 
ply of transplants and FULLY COV- 
ER MANY LAWNS IN 2 SEASONS. 


In the long run, Amazoy is the lowest 
cost, most beautiful lawn ever planted. 
Beautiful deep-green in color. Like Ken- 
tucky Bluegrass in texture. Order now on 
Amazoy No-Risk Offer backed by World's 
Largest Grower. 


No Other Grass Ever Won 


Such Praise! 


NEWSWEEK: “With Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia Grass . . . any 
homeowner can maintain a 
luxuriant lawn against in- 
roads of weeds, crabgrass, 
insect pests and diseases.” 
LOOK: ‘ laughs at 
crabgrass and turns its 
greenest in blistering sun.” 
FLOWER GROWER: ‘“‘ex- 
tremely winter-hardy .. . 
can successfully compete 
with crabgrass for control 
of the lawn area.” 

Also praised by: Popuiar Gardening, Organic 
Gardening, Harpers. universities, 
Arthur Godfrey on TV, etc. 


GUARANTEED TO GROW 
IN ANY SOIL 


Amazoy grows in good 

rocky and hilly soit'onad | AMAZING 

salty, sandy beaches! NO RISK 
OFFER 

BACKED BY 


en ee ee 
tkhner & 
Grower 


Resists erosion. Selected 
for planting in Racing 
Turf Courses .. . takes 
the punishment of 
pounding meee hooves, 
springs back to a beau- 
tiful green oe WORLD'S 
grass. You CAN'T L 
PLANTING AMAZOY LARGEST 
RY PLUG GUARAN- 
TEED TO GROW OR RE- GROWER 
PLACED AT OUR 
EXPENSE .. . Forget 
your old, ordinary lawn that burns out . . . 
turns to hay . . . costs money year after year. 
Start a carefree Amazoy lawn now! 
Full size, professional 
FREE type. Developed and of- 
fered only by Amazoy. 
Not available elsewhere 
wl at any price. Saves 
bending, time and work 
. planting or trans- 
planting. Cuts away competing growth 
as it digs hole for plugs. Gives fast, surer 
growth. Order separately at $4.95 or free 
with larger orders. 


agronomists, 


Your Amazoy Lawn will be the most 
beautiful and permanent in your 
neighborhood. Stays GREEN in hot- 
test weather, despite water shortages 
—laughs at water bans. No brown or 
discolored patches—will not burn out. 


@ Never Needs Re-Seeding. Ends seeding 
expense and seed waste forever! Won't 
Winter Kill. 

@ Resists Fungus, insects, disease and blight. 

@ Chokes Out Crabgrass, Weeds and Old 
Grass — ends need for weed killers. 

@ Grows Lower—Mow As Little As 6 Times 
A Year. 

@ Planted in U.S. Air Bases, 
Grounds, Golf Courses, 
Famous Estates, etc. 


Post Office 
Race Tracks, 


Genuine Amazoy Zoysia Grass is the revolu- 
tionary lawn grass so deep-rooted it goes 
weeks and stays beautiful without watering, 
whether due to water bans or just because 
you're away on vacation. 

Thousands of delighted owners have found it 
stays green and beautiful through blistering 
summer heat and drought; yet does not winter 
kill. (Has survived temperatures 30° below 
zero. ) 

Plugs spread above and below ground, pro- 
duce even, deep-green lawn impervious to 
blight, diseases, etc. Its aggressive, flourish- 
ing root runners drive out weeds, dandelions, 
crabgrass, old grass, etc. Even when other 
lawns burn out ... or turn patchy, brown 
and ugly just when wanted most .. . yours 
will be lush, green lovely—the pride of your 
neighborhood! 


ORDER NOW FROM 
WORLD’S LARGEST GROWER 


100 LARGE 100 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS PRE-CUT PLUGS 


575 ond = «95 


Plugger 
300 LARGE 1000 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS PRE-CUT PLUGS 


and and 

Plugger 1595 Plugger 3495 

ORDER NOW -CLIP COUPON 

Once Again, Demand May Exceed Supply. All 
Orders Shipped In Order Received. 


Dept. 166, ZOYSIA FARMS 
602 N. Howard St., Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. 
100 Boylston St., Boston 16, Mass. 
Please ship the following order of Amazoy Meyer 2-52 
D2 100 (1 100 PLUGS [) 300 PLUGS 
PLUGS $5.75 & PLUGGER & PLUGGER 
CE Full Size 9 95 
Plugger $4.95 $8 5 $] 5 
How orders are shipped. If you live East of the 
Miss, River, add 75c per 100 plugs. If you live 
West of Miss. River, add $2.25 per 100 plugs 
and we pay all shipping. Otherwise we ship 
your order Express Charges Collect. 


( 1000 PLUGS & PLUGGER (F.0.B. Balto.) $34.95 
1 enclose [] check [] money order [] cash 
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HELP YOUR 


ROSES! 


When you see these 
danger signs, give 
fast first-aid with 


new shoots and flower 

buds, attract ants, can 

even cause fungus growth. 
Lindane in ORTHO Rose Dust 
gives excellent APHIS control. 


BLACK SPOT, a fungus, can 
cause leaf drop if allowed to 
spread. Captan, ferbam and 
sulfur control black spot. 


POWDERY MILDEW turns leaves, 
buds and stems a sickly, pow- 
dery gray. Experts recommend 
sulfur for this plant disease. 


JAPANESE BEETLES (in eastern 

states) are vicious leaf chewers, 
but DDT and lindane in ORTHO 

Rose Dust knock ‘em out. 


~!>! 


“squeeze 
NEW duster” TOO! 


Just squeeze and watch it puff. Big 
re-fillable plastic squeeze duster 
contains 10 oz. ORTHO Rose Dust, 
Easy to use with one hand. 


California Spray-Chemical Corp: 
Richmond, Calif., Washington, D.C. 
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Kinds of Magnolias 
and How To Use Them 


ApriL has ar- 
rived — almost 
too soon, for 
there are always 
a lot of unfin- 
ished jobs which 
are carried over 
from March. 
However, the 
old back and 
arms have begun 
to function more smoothly with less 
creaking and popping. Now we can 
roll up our sleeves and really get busy. 

If the lion’s roar kept up during 
March and the lawn failed to get the 
proper attention, take care of this job 
pronto. The longer the seeding is 
postponed, the less the chance to get 
a stand of grass that will be able to 
compete with weeds and the hot dry 
spell that usually finds a place in the 
weatherman’s summer schedule. 

This month’s agenda includes the 
observance of Arbor Day, which was 
founded by J. Sterling Morton in 
Nebraska on April 10, 1872. Arbor 
Day in Missouri was established in 
1919, to be the first Friday after the 
first Tuesday in April. Kansas Arbor 
Day is the last Friday in March. 

If you wish to increase your plant- 
ings of hemerocallis (daylilies), divide 
the old plants now and set the di- 
visions in proper locations. Carefully 
dig the stock plants, wash the soil 
from the roots with the hose and 
separate, cutting into the crown and 
pulling off the plants of the desired 
size. For a nice color combination 
plant the favorite citron yellow ‘Hy- 
perion’ just back of a nice group of 
pink phlox such as ‘Pink Charm,’ 
‘Salmon Beauty,’ ‘Columbia,’ or 
‘Rheinlander.’ Another pleasing com- 


rt 


For the 

heart of 

Mid-America 

by 

Stanley R. McLane 
Landscape Supervisor 
Country Club District 
Kansas City, Missouri 


All 
Around 


Mid-America 


bination is ‘Gold Dust’ hemerocallis 
with pink peonies. For additional 
color in the hardy border during July 
and August, try the daylilies ‘Ophir, 
‘J. R. Mann’ and ‘Rajah.’ 

Shrubs and trees best transplanted 
in the spring instead of fall are bud- 
dleia, althea, vitex, flowering dog- 
wood, redbud, magnolia, tulip-tree, 
birch, sweet gum, ginkgo, and haw- 
thorn. 


About Magnolias 


Magnolias usually get the blue rib- 
bons for being our most beautiful 
spring flowering trees. Even very 
young plants bloom. Flowers of most 
sorts are deliciously fragrant and the 
texture of the exquisitely-colored pet- 
als is thick, waxy and lustrous. The 
Oriental species of magnolias bloom 
before their foliage appears. 

The star magnolia, M. stellata, 
leads the parade and usually begins 
to unfold its white, short-stalked, flat, 
fragrant star-shaped flowers about the 
very first of spring. The star mag- 
nolia develops as a shrub-like tree of 
spreading habit and slowly attains a 
height and spread of ten to 12 feet. 
There is also a pink variety of this 
species but color in the flowers, I have 
observed, is not very “pink.” 

The saucer magnolia, M. Soulange- 
ana, is the most common species in 
this area. The original plant, a cross 
between two native Chinese mag- 
nolias, M. denudata and M. liliflora, 
was raised in the garden of Chevalier 
Soulange Bodin near Paris. It is a 
hardy, vigorous grower, producing a 
profusion of blooms soon after the 
star magnolia has opened. The slightly 
fragrant, saucer-shaped flowers are 
four to six inches across, purplish on 
the outside and white within. Even 
though the wood of these species is 
extremely hardy and not subject to 
winter injury even when _ tempera- 

(Please turn to page 6) 
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SCIENTIFIC AIDS FOR SUCCESSFUL HOME GARDENING 


Amazing New Plant Growth Stimulant 


GIBBERELLIC ACID 


Makes Plants Grow to GIANT SIZE 


A rose-bush grew to twice its normal size. A 
treated geranium plant grew to a 3 foot giant. 
Treated African Violets, Coleus, and Chrysan- 
themums grew much larger than untreated plants, 
@ Produces Rapid Turf Growth! 


® Breaks Dormancy of Seeds, Leaf and 
Flower Buds! 
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African Violet on left was sprayed. Un- 
sprayed plant on right. WONDER-BREL 
makes plants grow much bigger. 


Truly Phenomenal Results 


The use of WONDER-BREL can cause dramatic 
results, such as beautiful, long-stemmed roses with 
more buds, on many varieties. Many plants grow 
faster, mature earlier. Size and bulk are questy 
increased. Blooms are heavier, yields are higher. 
Grasses grow faster, more luxuriantly than with 
fertilizer alone. Flowering time is advanced. Seeds 
are produced earlier. Dormancy is broken. Trans- 
plants are not set back. Fruit-set is improved. 


Many Plants Respond to WONDER-BREL 


African Violets, Roses, Geraniums, Dahlias, 
Petunias, Hydrangea, Chrysanthemum, Gladiolus, 
Ivy, Hollyhock, Gloxinia, Snap-dragon, etc. 

*T. M. Merck & Co., Inc. 


In ready-to-use AEROSOLS 
(Two Sizes) 
also in Economical Liquid 
Concentrates 
AEROSOLS 
6 oz. houseplant size 
15 oz. GIANT size 


LIQUID CONCENTRATES 
4 oz. makes 12 gallon .... 1.00 
8 oz. makes 1 gallon 


PROFESSIONAL CONCENTRATES 
8 oz. makes 2 gallon .00 
32 oz. makes 8 gallons 10.00 


Use GARDEN-LIFE Soluble PLANT FOOD 


for FASTER GROWTH .. . BIGGER, MORE LUXURIANT PLANTS! 


And Get F REE 


Regular 20¢c Garden Measure 
Glass in every $1.00 and up 
size of GARDEN-LIFE. 
© for a limited time only! 

Accurately calibrated in teaspoons, 
tablespoons and 1% oz. measures. 
A great help in measuring “‘just 
right’ amounts of INSECTICIDES, 
WEED-KILLERS, HORMONES, etc. 


Saves waste of costly spray materials. 


GARDEN-LIFE 


... is a high-analysis (10-52-17) all-soluble plant 
food pilus a root-developing hormone. Total plant 
food content is a maximum 79%, compared to an 
average of about 60% for most other high-anaylsis 
liquid fertilizers. GARDEN-LIFE is completely and 
instantly soluble, making the plant food elements 
instantly available to hungry roots. All plants fed 
with GARDEN-LIFE respond very rapidly; new 
growth is visible in a very short time! 


Perfect for Transplants . . . Established Plants 
Lawns ... Trees 


All transplants and nursery stock (tomatoes, petu- 
nias, strawberries, roses, shrubs) resume growth 
almost at once when set out with GARDEN-LIFE. 
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IN-THE-ROW 
PLASTIC GREENHOUSE 


Prefabricated! Ready to Use! 


PROTECTS PLANTS FROM BELOW 
FREEZING TEMPERATURES 


GROW VEGETABLES 
AND FLOWERS 
1-2 MONTHS 
EARLIER! 
Specially-made plastic 
cover, supported by wire 
wickets, admits warmth 
of sun; keeps out frost, 
wind, rain. Protects ten- 
der petunias, tomatoes 
down to 25° F.; lettuce 
down to 10°. Start gar- 
dening 1-2 months earlier. Special openings 
permit inspection and cultivation of plants; pre- 
vent overheating; close easily to seal out frost. 
Vents can be opened and closed at will. 
SETS UP QUICKLY, EASILY! RE-USABLE! 
No. 5( 5 ft. long, 12” wide, 12” high)....$1.95 
No. 36 (25 ft. long, 12” wide, 12” high)... 4.95 
No. 54 (25 ft. long, 24” wide, 18” high)... 7.50 


ee 
GARDEN- 
mile 


PLANT FOOD 


iia a) 
— 
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No wilting, no replacing 
needed Established 
garden plants, lawns, trees 
become healthier, stronger, 
more productive . . . House- 
plants, too, thrive and at- 
tain vivid beauty when fed 
with GARDEN-LIFE hehe 
AFRICAN VIOLET growers 
report blooms big as silver 
dollars! 


Economical! A Little Goes A Long Way! 
14 oz. (makes 14- 28 gallons) 
2 Ibs. (makes 32- 64 gallons) 
5 Ibs. (makes 80-160 gallons) 
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Saves a Whole Season's Work of Cultivating 


PLASTIC MULCH 


@ Kills Garden Weeds Easily, Safely! 

® Keeps Moisture in The Soil! 

® Keeps Ground Warm on Cold Nights! 

®@ Ideal for Compost! Cover Compost Pile 
with Plastic Mulch to Hasten Compost- 
ing Action! 

With this black polyethy- 

lene plastic film (re-usa- 

ble) you can enjoy a 

weed-free garden with 

practically no cultivating. 

You'll get faster germina- “~~ 

tion of seeds, faster growth of plants, bigger and 

healthier vegetables. Just lay the plastic down 

between rows of emerging seedlings, or plant 

seeds or transplants through slits in the plastic film. 

The plastic cuts off the sunlight; weeds never get 

a chance to grow! Easiest, surest way to a weed- 

free garden. More and bigger plants in each row 

because eliminating weeds insures better stand, 

bigger growth. The plastic also keeps soil mois- 

ture in the ground; prevents it from evaporating. 

Acts as an insulator, keeping soil 10 to 15 degrees 

warmer on cold nights, thus promoting faster 

growth. Result: the best garden ever! 


No. 12-100 (100 ft. by 12 in. wide)... 
No. 18-100 (100 ft. by 18 in. wide) 

No. 36-100 (100 ft. by 36 in. wide) 

No. 1,000 (1,000 ft. by 36 in. wide)... 


$ 2.50 


FOR 50% TO 100% BIGGER 


STRAWBERRIES 


BLACKBERRIES AND RASPBERRIES 
spray with 


BERRY-SET 


You'll have berries that are 
50% to 100% bigger; berries 
that are meatier, sweeter, 
more luscious-tasting and 
have fewer seeds. You'll start 
picking these BERRY-SET 
sprayed fruits earlier and 
you'll keep on picking them 
long after other plants stop 
bearing. BERRY-SET makes 
plants bear for a longer time. 
Thoroughly tested and proved. 


30z. (makes 12 gal.)$1 12 oz. (makes 48 gal.) $3 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 


1230 E. 63rd ST., CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 
(Write for FREE literature) 










(Continued from page 4) 
tures are as low as 20 degrees below 


zero, the flowering buds which are 
formed during the previous summer 



















Pad and fall are quite often killed by be- 
ige?: low zero temperatures. The flowering 
Se buds of M. stellata are hardier, and 


usually come through severe winters 
with very little damage. My choice 
variety of M. Soulangeana is ‘Lennei, 
which blooms a little later than Sou- 
langeana. Its large waxy flowers are 
a bright rosy color on the outside 
with a little tinge of pink on the 
inside. 

The Yulan magnolia, M. conspicua 
or denudata, is a white flowering spe- 
cies. Its habit of growth is like its 
offspring Soulangeana, and the bell- 
shaped flowers are about six inches 
across. 

Other varieties of Soulangeana 
found here are alba superba with 
white flowers, and rustica which opens 
late with flowers dark purple on the 
outside. Another good hardy variety 
is Magnolia liliflora nigra, with nar- 
row purplish petals that do not open 
out as full as the preceding named 
varieties. Magnolia ‘Kobus,’ from Ja- 
pan, is a hardy species somewhat sim- 
ilar to stellata but usually not as 
floriferous. It has six petals instead 
of the 12 to 18 of stellata. 


How to Use Them 

Magnolias are easy to grow. The 
essential thing is to select the kinds 
you prefer and plant them in favor- 
able locations. Since they are pri- 
marily ornamental trees, they are usu- 
ally grown as single specimens on 
lawns and the location is therefore 
important. A somewhat sheltered site 
with evergreens as background mate- 
rial is very effective. Magnolias like 
rich, well-drained soil with plenty of 
moisture. A two or three-inch mulch 
of peat moss is very beneficial. Thus 
far the Oriental magnolias in_ this 
area have been practically free from 
insect or disease injury. 

Most magnolias sold by local nurs- 
erymen are shipped in early in the 
spring from Alabama or other south- 
ern states. These plants are usually 
well supplied with flowering buds 
which will open out in the sales yards 
and simply beg to be taken home. 
The supply is always limited, so don’t 
wait too long. Have your nurseryman 
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It's easy to control pests that chew leaves and flowers, sap plant vitality or cause 
other damage— when you use a Hayes garden hose sprayer. 

The Hayes mixes, proportions and applies spray materials automatically. It 
does the job more efficiently than any other type of garden sprayer made. And— 
at lowest cost per year of service! Approved by leading manufacturers of garden 
chemicals. Backed by seven U.S. Patents. Available at nursery & hardware dealers. 


HAYES GARDEN SPRAYERS: For insecticides, fungicides, crabgrass killers, fly, ant and termite 




















control. In 14%, 3, 4, 6 and 12 gallon sizes. From $2.95. HAYES LAWN SPRAYERS: For fertilizers, call you when his trees arrive. If they 
lawn moth solutions, fungicides, weed killers, herbicides, etc. In three handy models. From $2.95. are set out soon after arrival, they 
Write for Free 20-page booklet on garden & lawn care —‘“‘How to Win the Battle of the Bugs” 


will bloom in your yard. Some nurs- 
(Please turn fo page 8) 


HAYES SPRAY GUN CO. «+ World's largest manufacturer of garden hose sprayers « Since 1934 
98 North San Gabriel Boulevard, Pasadena, California — Department G 
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Want a permanent 
lawn? 


fed up with temporary results? 
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@ Your lawn, old or new will grow greener 
and stronger with New TURF BUILDER... 
the complete grass fertilizer... . no odor . 
no burn. 5,000 sq ft — $4.50 
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erymen are growing magnolias from 
summer cuttings under glass and it 
is hoped that our supply of these fine 
trees will be greatly increased in the 
next few years. 

The American species of magnolias 
are among the most handsome of our 
native southern trees. All of them 
flower after the leaves have appeared. 
Only one species, the hardiest of the 
magnolias, the cucumber-tree, M. 
acuminata, is a native of southern 
Missouri. The yellowish-green, incon- 
spicuous flowers appear in June and 
are followed by scarlet cucumber- 
shaped seed pods. This species de- 
velops into a rather large tree (one 
specimen in northeastern Missouri has 
a trunk that is about 15 inches in 
diameter and is nearly 50 feet tall 
and might be used as a street tree if 
stock were available. 

The sweet bay or swamp bay, M. 
virginiana, is hardy in our gardens 
and should be planted more often. 
The smooth, silver-lined, slender, ob- 
long leaves distinguish it from other 
species grown here. It is hardy-de- 


ciduous, usually retaining some leaves 
all through the winter. The white 
globular, delightfully fragrant flowers 
open in late May and continue to ap- 
pear for about three weeks. 

The great laurel magnolia, M. 
grandiflora, is a stately evergreen tree 
of pyramidal habit, native to the 
South. Several nice specimens of this 
magnolia are grown here in sheltered 
locations, but this is apparently about 
the northern limit for this kingly tree. 
The pure white, globular, fragrant 
flowers produced in June are about 
eight to 12 inches in diameter. While 
the tree remains green in the South, 
in this area the foliage is frequently 
browned and partially killed by our 
low temperatures. 

Magnolia macrophylla is a rare tree 
in this area, but the few specimens 
found here indicate its hardiness. It 
has the largest simple leaves and 
largest flowers of any deciduous tree 
in the United States. Leaves are some- 
times three feet long, and I have 
taken a picture of a flower 13 inches 
across. The tree grows very slowly 
here and is still on trial. 


Controlling Diseases 


Control of plant diseases is based 
primarily on prevention. With but few 
exceptions, diseased plants cannot be 
cured in the sense that affected parts 
can be restored to normal function- 
ing. The typical plant parasite cannot 
be reached by sprays or dusts after 
it has entered the plant. Any remedy 
drastic enough to kill the parasites 
inside the plant usually destroys the 
plant itself. For this reason control 
measures for plant diseases are based 
upon sanitation with good cultural 
practices, exclusion from the garden 
of plants which are likely to be dis- 
eased, eradication of diseased plants 
or parts of diseased plants as soon as 
they are noticed, protection by the 
application of chemical sprays or 
dusts before the disease has gained a 
strong hold, and selection and devel- 
opment of resistant plant varieties. 

The state flower of Missouri is the 
hawthorn, probably the downy haw- 
thorn, Crataegus mollis, whicn is a 
tree occasionally rising to 40 feet, with 
heavy, wide spreading, ashy-gray 
branches, forming a broad round 
topped and often symmetrical head. 
It is found on low, rich soil, usually 
on bottom lands. The branchlets are 
thickly coated with long matted hairs 
the first season, becoming smooth the 
second. The spines which are one to 
two inches long, straight, stout, dark 
brown and shining, occur only occa- 
sionally. The leaves which are three 
to four inches long and as wide, heart- 
shaped with four or five pairs of 


acute or rounded lateral lobes, are 
hght green in color. The _ flowers, 
opening in April, are one-half to one 
inch across, white, in many-flowered 
fuzzy heads. The edible fruits, the 
red haws, which we were so fond of 
as children are three-fourths to one 
inch in diameter, short, oblong, and 
bright scarlet. The flesh is sweet, yel- 
low, dry and mealy in August, when 
they ripen. Unfortunately this haw- 
thorn has proven very susceptible to 
the orange rust disease and for this 
reason is not being planted often. 
(Please turn to page 10) 
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New Dwarf 
PERENNIAL ASTERS 


Oregon-Pacific Hybrids 
for Longer Bloom 


~Masses of blue, rose, white 
and lavender from late 
summer until 
freezing weather. 


Giant Hardy HIBISCUS 


Spectacular Dinner Plate Size 
Flowers for Many Weeks 

in Late Summer 

ALL ARE ABSOLUTELY 


HARDY, and like 
the peony lasts a lifetime. , 


Modern 


DAYLILIES 


America's Most 
Promising Perennial 


Continuous bloom from 
June to September, 


New Border 


PHLOX 


America’s Most Popular 
Summer Perennial 


Brilliant color display 
from June to August. 


NEW PERENNIAL ASTERS 


No other low growing perennials are so sat- 
ieforery for edging or group foreground 
planting. Their new vibrant colors and 
much er blooming season place them 
o choad of older varieties, Absolutely 

rdy, not bothered by pests, so easy to 
grow in any soil with sunny exposure, Get 
started with them this spring for real gar- 
dening pleasure year after year. 


@ SNOWBALL. In our opinion the fin- 
est white dwarf aster in the world. Neat, 
compact bushes not exceeding 12 inches, 
completely covered with clear white flowers 
for weeks. Deep green foliage sets off the 
crown of bloom to beautiful advantage. A 
fine contrast for Canterbury Carpet. 


@ CANTERBURY CARPET. 

Masses of pretty canterbury blue flowers 
and finely cut blue green foliage make this 
one of our most desirable dwarf perennials. 
Grows 10 inches high in a procumbent man- 
ner, blooms with Persian Rose. 


@ PERSIAN ROSE. Striking shade of 
Persian rose, a rare color in flowers. The 
shapely, sturdy bushes grow 15 inches high 
and are covered with bloom from late Aug- 
ust to October. Wonderful as an edging 
plant. Excellent for the large rock garden. 


@ SERENADE. A profusion of largest- 
sized opalescent lavender flowers on sturdy 
shapely plants, making this variety very at- 
tractive. SERENADE grows 18-24 inches 
high and nearly as wide. Excellent orna- 
mental for the border foreground. 


oO 1 each (4 clumps) varieties listed above. . $3.00 


CT 3 each (total 12 clumps) 


All orders will be filled with generous field divisions 
which can be divided into several plants when re- 
ceived. Every plant will develop into a fine clump 
covered with flowers by Autumn. 


ALL COLOR DAYLILY COLLECTION 


Anyone Can Grow Daylilies Anywhere 


Daylilies will grow in any kind of soil, will 
thrive and bloom for many years with mini- 
mum care. Once established, they are resist- 
ant to dry weather and will succeed where 
other perennials would fail. Daylilies are 
not bothered by garden pests and may re- 
main undisturbed for years. 


BLACK FALCON—Loargest near black variety, Deep- 
est mahogony red. 3 ft. 
OTHEA—Beautiful rare combination of delicate 
lavender pink and yellow, 213-3 ft. 
CARMELO—Wide open flowers of reddish purple. 
PARTY GOWN —Striking cream and light red bicolor, 
SWEETBRIAR—immense pink blend. Tall—4 ft. 
HONEY REDHEAD—Large brilliant blood red. Always 
admired. 
CAPISTRANO—Huge light canary yellow. 4 to 5 feet. 
PERSIAN PRINCESS — Deep chocolate brown with 
purple eye zone. 4 ft. 
CORALLINE—Large coral red. Strong robust grower. 
t 


3, ft. 

GOLDEN WEST—One of the best rich golden yellow 
varieties. 

ROYALTY—Velvety maroon red, Heavy bloomer. 314 


feet. 
MARY GUENTHER—Fine orange and red bicolor. 


CJ any 6 for $3.50 Cl aniz tor $6.00 
HARDY HIBISCUS 


These magnificent hybrid mallows can be 
grown anywhere in the United States. Ab- 
solutely hardy and like the peony will last 
a lifetime. The huge flowers averaging 
8-10 inches in diameter come in numerous 
shades of red, pink and white. age is 4-5 
feet. For a spectacular display in late sum- 
mer and fall these new hybrids are hard to 
beat. Heavy 2-year-old plants—bloom this 
year. Mized colors only. 


Cl étor.... $3.50 (2) 12 For... $6.00 


ALL COLOR PHLOX COLLECTION 


America’s Leading Summer 
Flowering Perennial 


Masses of brilliant colors and cone bloom- 
iag season from June until September make 
this a most desirable flower, unsurpassed 
for border planting. Phlox bloom well in 
sunny and shaded locations. Plants increase 
in size and beauty for many years. No gar- 
den should be without this splendid long- 
life perennial, The varieties offered here in- 
clude most recent and finest oeeearene 
from Europe. Strong 1-year-old plants. 


BRIGADIER—New glowing sunset red. Large flowers 
in bold trusses. 

MIES COPYN—Seautiful pure pink with red eye. 

SIR JOHN FALSTAFF — Largest of all phiox. Rich 
salmon pink florets of unbelievable size and beauty. 

H. O. WYERS—Stunning pure white flowers with con- 
trasting red eye. 

SAN ANTONIO—Deep blood red. Early. 

WORLD PEACE—Immense pure white on strong stems. 


late. 

DRESDEN CHINA—Loveliest soft orchid pink flowers 
in immense trusses. 

ROSY BLUE—Large flowers of light bive with pink 
undertones. : 

MARIE LOUISE—Best early pure white. Rather dwarf. 

AFRICA—One of the best deep red varieties. 


(J any 6 for $3.50  Clan1o tor $5.00 


ALL PLANTS LABELED AND SHIPPED POSTPAID. 
All guaranteed true to name and to bloom this 
year with proper care. 


ORDER NOW. The sooner you plant, the 
more flowers you'll enjoy this year. 


With these foolproof perennials you can have a colorful border this year with bloom from June until heavy frost. 
To plant a border about 15x6 feet, order our... 


[-] BIG MONEY SAVING COMBINATION OFFER #1 


4 collections; 4 Asters, 6 Daylilies (your selection), 6 Bor- 
der Phlox (your selection), and 6 Giant Hibiscus for only 


$10.00 (save $3.50) 


To plant a border about 30x6 feet order our... 


[-] BIG MONEY SAVING COMBINATION OFFER #2 


4 collections complete including 12 Asters, all 12 Day- 
lilies, all 10 Phlox and 12 Hibiscus offered on this page 


for only $20.00 (save 4.50) 


5 Orin? ASI. 1 SO 5 ont 
ey & OWARF ASTERS 
« ‘Gey TOROS: r “"e 


Walle Mare Gardens BOX 38-FG4, BORING, OREGON 
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® PLASTIC MARKERS THAT 
e TAKE THE GUESSWORK 
OUT OF GARDENING! 


Save time, add smart interest to your 
@ garden. Visitors appreciate correct 
identification of your plants, flowers, 
® shrubs and trees without having to ask. 


@ LIFETIME MARKERS are durable, 
heavy, white plastic. Clean, neat, 
® suaranteed weatherproof. Can be used 
@ over and over again. Pencil markings 
stay until removed by scouring 
@ powder and damp cloth. 


9 Preferred by the Professionals! 
r 


SIZES AND STYLES 


A—4'2" Vertical Stake 

B—2" x 5" Tee Stake 

C—6” Vertical Stake 

D—1” x 2” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 

E—1” x 3” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 

F—'2" x 2” Notched Tie-on Tag 

H—2'2" x 8” Tee Stake 

j—3” x 12” Tee Stake 

K—4'2" x 18” Tee Stake 

L—18” Galvanized Spring Steel Stake 
with an E Tag. 

P—1”" x 12” Vertical Stake 


POSTPAID QUANTITY PRICES 


 wrxe rmAmMonePp 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT $1.00 (Postpaid) 
10 each of A,C,D, F and 5 each 
of B and H. Tie-on wires included. 
NO C. O. D.’S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 


Dept. H-4 BOX No. 158 
MILFORD, MICHIGAN 
FAR west: Lifetime, 1964 $. 120th St., Seattle 88, Washington 


CANADA: 
C. A. Cruickshank, 1015 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Deoler and Jobber inquiries invited 
@®eeeeeeeeeee 





(Continued from page 8) 
The shadblow service berry, Ame- 


lanchier canadensis, is one of the first 
native flowering trees to usher in the 
spring season. If you wait until the 
redbud and violets are in bloom be- 
fore making a trip to the woods, you 
will miss the thrill of seeing this white 
ghost, the shadblow. Other native 
trees stand by naked without a leaf 
to hide the beauty of Nature’s first 
born fairy queen. 

The soft, drooping racemes of the 
white blossoms would be attractive at 
any time, but are especially beautiful 
so early in the season. 

The shadblow is a small, round- 
headed tree, rarely over 40 feet in 
height and usually less than 20 feet. 
At the borders of rich woods it at- 
tains greater height than when found 
fringing rocky bluffs. The tree is fre- 
quently called Juneberry or service 
berry, because of the small edible 
fruits that are produced in summer 
time. 


Favorite Tools; Roses; 
Controlling Crabgrass 


Dip you by 
chance prune 
your grape vines 
or maple trees 
within the last 
month or so and 
notice the result- 
ant bleeding? 
Fortunately, al- 
though this 
seems to be a 
tremendous worry to us, it really 
doesn’t harm the plants at all. Just 
let them bleed, it will stop in time. 
There is absolutely nothing you can 
do to stop it, as you will quickly dis- 
cover if you ever try. Next year prune 
them in December or January so they 
have a chance to heal over. 

Do you have any hedges that worry 
you because they are not compact 
and as much of a screen as you wish? 
Now is the time to do something 
about it. Unfortunately hedges that 
are open from the bottom from lack 
of sufficient branches will seldom get 
more compact by pruning only at the 
top. The only satisfactory way to han- 
dle deciduous shrubs is to cut them 
within an inch or two of the ground. 
This should be done immediately. 

To help along the new growth, ap- 
ply any complete commercial fer- 
tilizer in a strip two feet wide on 


eastern states 
of Mid-America 
by 

Victor H. Ries 
Ohio 


both sides of the hedge using four 
pounds for each 25 feet of hedge. As 
the new growth starts, prune it lightly 
after every four to six inches of 
growth to get as much branching as 
possible near the ground. 

Hedges that are too tall but other- 
wise satisfactory can be pruned back 
to the desired height. It is a good 
idea to cut them six inches to a foot 
lower than you wish them to be to 
allow for the new growth. The sooner 
this pruning is done, the more chance 
there is of the new buds developing 
just back of the points where the 
branches are cut. 

Yew hedges that are too large can 
be pruned very severely and even 
though there is very little green left 
back of them they will develop new 
buds and fill in. However, other ever- 
greens such as hemlocks, spruces, pines 
and even arbor-vitaes can only be cut 
back to the point where there is 
enough green left back of the cut 
to produce new growth. They will 
seldom develop new buds on the old 
branches. This is why the point is 
always reached sooner or later where 
hedges of these evergreens have to 
be taken out and replaced. 


Selecting Tools 


For those who are buying new gar- 
den tools, especially if they are new 
gardeners, it will be well to check 
with experienced gardeners to find out 
what’s good and what isn’t. Every 
year there is a crop of new kinds of 
tools, but surprisingly few of them 
are still on the market a few years 
later. It’s still pretty hard to beat 
the conventional tools that we have 
been using through the years. Person- 
ally I still like a round pointed shovel 
with a short handle with a D on the 
end for handling soil and most dig- 
ging. For planting and transplanting 
smaller plants I like a small spade 
with a blade only about six inches 
wide and a foot in length. They are 
light and easy to handle. 

For a trowel, either aluminum or 
steel is best with a short shank rather 
than some of the ungainly long 
shanked ones that are so often sold. 
If you want a shovel, use a shovel 
and not a long trowel. Although many 
recommend a spading fork, mine is 
hanging in the garage unused year 
after year. A steel bow rake is still 
handy for leveling soil and digging up 
clods and removing stones. The only 


(Please turn to page 12) 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





x 


lack of iron causes yellowing © leaves 


BRAND 


_ Iron chelates 
correct iron deficiency / \\ \/ (32 pe 


Bs - 
Ti TR TT 
Pa Peete 


Sequestrene 


aati 


All plants need iron to produce chlorophyll, which gives healthy plants 


their rich, dark green color. / 

When plants become iron deficient, leaves gradually turn yellow, — 

plants grow poorly and eventually may die. Such iron deficiency % Look for SEQUESTRENE on the label of 

(chlorosis) may be due to lack of iron in the soil or “soil fixation,” ¥ the following brands of fertilizers. This 

which prevents plants from obtaining their requirements even my 60 CS®- your ecourence of evellatie iron. 
GAVIOTA ROSE FOOD 


from soils abundant with iron. re. 
. Pacific Guano Co., Los Angeles and Berkeley, Calif. 


Professionals correct and guard against iron-deficient Sa GREEN LIGHT CAMELLIA 
S’ GARDENIA AZALEA FOOD 


nursery stock and fruit groves with Sequestrene Iron Chelates 2) GREEN LIGHT ROSE FOOD 


(key'lates) — which not only supply metallic iron, but by =~ Klauss-White, San Antonio, Tex. 
means of an organic chemical carrier make it readily avail- ; _ eee 
HOU-ACTINITE — SEQUESTRENE 


able to the plant. a 
. ee ° . - Campbell Fertilizer Co., Inc., Houston, Tex. 

Sequestrene Iron Chelates make life-giving iron avail- ni ORGANO GENERAL PURPOSE 

, ORGANO ROSE FOOD 


able to the roots of chlorotic plants — help restore roses, 3) sOORGANO TURF and TREE 


Lawn and Garden Supply Co., Phoenix, Ariz. 


azaleas, rhododendron, ornamentals, shrubs, trees, 4 
2 RODO-GRO 
The Terre Company, Rochelle Park, N. J. 


lawns to full vigor — create luxuriant new growth with ‘ 
MMT = ROSS ROOT FEEDER ROSE PLUS IRON CARTRIDGES 
healthy, dark green professional appearance, and Mf Ross ROOT FEEDER SOIL CORRECTIVE CARTRIDGES 


Ross-Daniels, Inc., Des Moines, Iowa 


produce more buds and blossoms. a aie 
Ask your garden supply dealer foreconomical 4 Sowesco. nose FOOD = 


Southwest Fertilizer Co., Dallas, Tex. 


Sequestrene Iron Chelates. Follow package direc- SPOONIT FLOWER FOOD 
Plantsmith, Palo Alto, Calif. 


tions—a little goes a long way. If your dealer ¢ 
cannot supply you, write Geigy Agricultural . Cras Sees Sore 


The Ferd-Staffel Co., San Antonio, Tex. 


Chemicals, PO. Box 430, Yonkers, N. Y., for STAGmEENG 10.305 FURTUSEER 
the name of your nearest source of supply. ’ Agricultural Chemicals of Dallas, Dallas, Tex. 
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other long handled tool that’s really 
convenient is a four tine pitch fork 
for handling trash and leaves. If you 
have a vegetable garden you will 
probably be using a hoe, but in the 
flower garden, mulching should prac- 
tically do away with the need of a 
hoe either the little narrow bladed 
onion hoe or the conventional hoe. 
And if you have to use a pick mattock 
to your soil, it’s an indication that 
you need tremendous amounts of or- 
ganic matter and possibly coal ashes 
to loosen it so that it can be shoveled 
or spaded without a pick. Whatever 
tool you may buy, get the very best 
quality for they should be practically 
a life time investment. 


Rose Varieties 


Unless you are a rose specialist that 
grows 25 or more varieties, you will 
do best to stick to the standard dozen 
varieties offered by the average rose 
nursery. These are usually the best 
growers and best bloomers. Dormant 
roses can be planted most places 
throughout this month, but once the 
growth is started on outdoor roses, 
it’s better to use potted plants than 
dormant ones. 

Your own agricultural experiment 


station may have recommendations as 
for the best varieties for your state. 
Unfortunately these recommendations 
will not always agree with the claims 
for many of the new varieties. Be- 
cause of the variations from state to 
state, I hesitate recommending spe- 
cific varieties. Some of those that 
gave the greatest amount of bloom 
in the Ohio State University rose test 
gardens were ‘Sleigh Bells,’ “Tally-ho,’ 
‘Crimson Glory,’ ‘Golden Anniver- 
sary, “Lily Pons,’ and ‘Applause.’ All 
of these gave over 100 blooms per 
plant per year. Among the floribundas 
—‘Pinkie, ‘Hills Hillbilly, ‘Bright 
Eyes, ‘Yellow Pinocchio, ‘China 
Doll, and ‘Betty Prior’ all gave over 
400 blooms per plant. 

It seems that by now everybody 
should know how to fertilize their 
garden for it’s so easy and so simple 
with the modern commercial ferti- 
lizers. Now is a good time to fertilize 
every square inch of your place, using 
any complete commercial fertilizer. It 
may have an analysis of 4-12-4, 5-10- 
5, 5-10-10, 6-10-4, or 4-12-8. So far 
as we know there is no great differ- 
ence between one and the other as 
far as the plants are concerned. It is 
perfectly safe to use three to four 
pounds for every 100 square feet of 


“We're going to have a circus this summer, so I'll need the back yard.” 


soil surface, remembering that the fer- 
tilizer goes straight down through the 
soil and never sideways. This means 
that every square inch will get its few 
drops. 

Overdoses can of course kill the 
plants, but at the above rates it is 
safe and if you don’t tell the lawn, 
you can use a rose fertilizer on it and 
vice versa. And a vegetable fertilizer 
can be used in the flower garden and 
vice versa—the main thing is to get 
it on as soon as possible if you haven't 
already done so this year. Fortunately 
every state requires that the analysis 
of the fertilizer be printed on the 
package showing percentage of the 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potash it 
contains. 


Controlling Crabgrass 


It’s not too early to start thinking 
about crabgrass—that annual grass 
that comes up from seeds each year. 
You may call it wild grass, you may 
call it water grass, you may call it 
by some unmentionable name. The 
branches of the seed head go out like 
the fingers of your hand when they 
appear in late August and September. 
It’s usually growing only in sunny 
places, seldom in the shade. Despite 
the claim that you can get rid of it 
by fertilizing, and by high mowing of 
the grass, this is to some extent wish- 
ful thinking. 

Although in some states they have 
had satisfactory results treating the 
ground with arsenate of lead or chlor- 
dane to prevent the germination of 
the seed, in many other areas it has 
not worked at all. There are two ma- 
terials that may be available this year 
that are applied to the ground two 
or three weeks before crabgrass is ex- 
pected to come up. The one is NPA, 
the other is Neburon. Both of these 
will take two or possibly three appli- 
cations at intervals of five to six weeks. 
Both of these looked promising in 
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@ LUCKY SHAMROCK Bulbs 


72 
‘., » 0 
BAP § 
Any 6 Specials... $00 ESS Tye: \, 10 Summer HYACINTH Bulbs 
q 4 
‘N 


$19% EST TT 00 


al 
rt 0 


Lucky Four Leof 
Clover. Dainty 
pink flowers 
bloom profusely 
oll summer 

Dwarf. ideal for 
rock gardens Jpots 


§ 722 BARGAINS 


EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


We proudly present the "Cream of the World's 
Crops"! Each item produced by an outstanding 
specialist, and o d directly to you at these 
amazingly low pr All bulbs and plants guar- 
anteed to be blooming size, to arrive in good con- 
dition, and to satisfy in every respect. All stock 
shipped ot proper planting time. 


5 Fancy CALADIUM 


(Galtonia,) Grow 
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rat 1 great, loose spikes 
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Any 12 Specials. . 


of waxy white 
flowers. Very strik- 
ing and unusvol, 
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The large, highly 
variegated, almost 
tronsporent leoves 
of these vunusvol 
tropical plonts will 
brighten any shady 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 
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These imported tubers $ 00 


will produce ao mass of somes 
trumpet-shoped blooms 

either indoors or in the 

gorden. A wide selec 

tion of mixed colors. 


$1 BARGAINS 

Achimenes. Assorted Colors 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily $ 
Anemones. Wind Flowers. Mixed Colors...$1 
Astilbe. Perennial Spirea 
Black-Throated Callas 
Elephant Ears. C. Esculentum 
Cooperia. Rain or Surprise lily 
Crinum. Giant Lily-like flower 
Cushion Mums. Assorted colors 
Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily 
Costus Speciosus. Rare Ginger 
Hedychium. Butterfly Lily 
Kaempferia. Unusual Ginger 
Saxifraga. Another rare Ginger 
Funkia Variegata. Plantain Lily 
Eucharis Amazonica. Amazon lily 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed colors 
Incarvillea. Hardy Gloxinia 
Montbretias. Assorted colors 
Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amaryllid.... 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover 
Phlox. Assorted colors 
Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors.... 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise 
Tigridia. Mexican Shell Flower 
Zephyranthes. Fairy Lily 
Peonies. Mixed colors 
Yellow Peony. Very rare 
Bleeding Heart Roots 
Tuberose bulbs. Fragrant 
Iris Kaempferi (Japanese) 
Iris Tectorum. Orchid Iris 
Ornithogalum. Most unusual 
Sprekelia. Aztic Lily 
Double Amaryllis. Very rare 
Amaryllis Equestris 
Amaryllis Himalaicus (India) 
Amaryllis—Japanese strain 
Miniature Amaryllis. Rare 
Amaryllis Bifida. Semi-hardy 
Amaryllis Belladonna. Pink 
Miniature Gladioli 
Haemanthus. Blood Lily 
Dazzling ‘Fire King” Lily Bulb 
Red Russian Lily bulbs 
Henryi Lily bulbs. Orange 
Maxwell Lily bulbs. Very fine 
Clivia plant. Small plants 
Lilium Philipinense Formosanum 
Lilium Wallichianum. Very rare 
Lilium Vollmer. Bright yellow. Rare 
Hawaiian Ti Logs—Green 
Hawaiian Ti Logs—Variegated 
Arisaema. Jack-in-the-pulpit 
Arum Cornutum. Rare aroid 
Amorphophallus. Sacred Lily 
Cyclamen Neapolitanum. Hardy 
Tree Peony Seeds. Mixed colors 
Dainty Pom Pon Dahlias 
Lycoris Alba. White. Very rare 
Lycoris Aurea. Yellow 
Lycoris Radiata. Bright red 
Lycoris Sanguinea. Orange 
Hanging Basket Type. Mixed colors 
Carnation-Flowered Type. Mixed colors... . 
Dazzling Two-Tone Type. Mixed colors. ... 
Ismene. White daffodil-like blooms 
Hymenocallis. White Spider Lily 
Eremurus. Foxtail Lily 
Agapanthus. The Love Flower 
Epidendron Orchid 
Tall Bearded Iris. Mixed colors 
Helleborus. Christmas Rose 

LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 
Pips for Forcing 
Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting 
Pink Lily of the Valley 
(Cultural Instructions included on all items) 


Lon 
= Double-flowering, 
comellio - type 
Aristocrats of the 
shade - loving 
plants. Striking 
green leaves— 
large double 
flowers. A “must” 

Z lor every garden 

g Assorted colors 
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Hardy Chinese 
Terrestial Orchid. 
12” stems bear 
dainty, orchid- 
shaped mauve 
flowers. Likes 
semi -shade, Ex- 
cellent for rock 
gardens. 


America’s favorite gor- 
den lily. Fragront, per- 
fectly hardy, and oa 
profuse bloomer. Lorge 
white trumpets on toll 
stems; buds are suffused 
red before opening 


4 AURATUM LILIES 


The “Gold Bonded-tily.” 
A prominent gold bond 
on its petals gives this 
outstanding favorite its 
nome. imported from 
Japon. Hardy. 


Q@ESTATE LILIES 


A truly hordy “Easter” 
lily! Attroctive foliage, 
graced with exception- 
oily large, pure white 
blooms. Excellent for cut- 
ting, os well as outdoors 


50 GLADIOLI 


A “Rainbow Mixture” of 
many ovtstonding varie- 
ties. The best of the 
large flowering varieties 
will be found in this 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


12 CANNA Roots 
Cannas ore os excep- $ 00 
tional for the beauty of an 
their enormous leaves as 
for the striking colors of 
their large flower clus- 
ters. Assorted colors. C) 
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Exotic pink lilies from 
Japan. The graceful re- 
m flexed petals make them 
invaluable for use in 


ond o sweet frag- 
rance 
“Magic Lily of Ja- 
pon.” In late Spring 
I 
Hardy CL) 
QTIGER LILIES 
Attractive, large orange 
flowers with reflexed 
petals. An exceptionally 
- 
vigorous, hardy 
imported from Holland 


strain 


50) Abyssinian GLADIOLUS 
Dainty, cream- ‘1° 
cae Ld 
foliage disoppeors, 
and a spike of 
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white flowers, with 
o splash of choco 
3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 
Amaryllis Holli (Ly- $ 00 
l 
lavender flowers 
springs, like magic, CJ 
Hardy. 
corsoges, and artistic 
ideal house plonts, Cal 
las con also be irons § 00 
planted outdoors for ee 
exceptional beauty 
around pools, rock gar- 
We'll ship 1 ‘a 


late in the throat, 
coris Squomigera). 
from the ground. 
4 RUBRUM LILIES 
floral arrangements 
White, 


dens, etc 
Yellow, | 
1 Pink. 


6 DAHLIA Tubers. 
decorative type, Sin O89 ] 00 
ferent colors ore repre- 
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sented—oall show varie- 
ties. One variety alone 
normally sells for the 
price asked for oll six 
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The Meod Strain of§ 00 
Giant American Hybrids. 
They can be grown in- 

doors or outdoors, but 

should be lifted in the 

Fall. Assorted shades. C) 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 


Enclosed find $. 


Remember, you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 
Please add 25c for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 
(CD Please send me your Catalog 
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FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 
Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 


24440 DRAKE ROAD 
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tests run in Ohio in 1957. 

There are a number of chemicals 
that are used after the crabgrass comes 
up—PMaA sold in both dry and liquid 
form under various trade names is 
applied when the seedlings are an 
inch high and three more times a 
week to ten days apart. Another ma- 
terial is Disodium methyl arsenate 
which is sold under many trade 
names. And after the crabgrass is 
pretty well grown, then potassium cy- 
anate can be used. All three of these 
materials will sometimes get their sig- 
nals mixed and may yellow the desir- 
able grasses. The unfortunate part of 
all these controls is that the crabgrass 
seed is there and will continue to 
germinate for three or four years so 
that even though you have perfect 
control this year, you will have won- 
derful crabgrass next year unless you 
repeat the applications of the chem- 
icals. For small patches there is still 
no better way than having the whole 
family put in ten minutes per day 
a piece pulling the seedlings. In four 
years you will have crabgrass licked. 

There are so many fascinating an- 
nual flowers that have been listed in 
the catalogs for years, and yet all too 
few people are sufficiently adventure- 
some to try them. Some that will give 
you a little something different, and 
yet not difficult to grow are the tassel 
flower (cacalia), calliopsis, candytuft, 
annual canterbury bells, clarkia, Chi- 
nese forget-me-not (cynoglossum) , an- 
nual pinks (Dianthus) such as hed- 
densis and laciniatus, African daisy 
(dimorphotheca), annual gaillardia, 
godetia, cupflower (nierembergia), 
annual phlox, blue salvia (Salvia far- 
inacea), flowering tobacco (nicoti- 
ana), nemesia, scabiosa. You will find 
these listed in all the larger seed cata- 
logs as well as being on the seed racks 
in the seed stores. 

Annual vines give summer color 
that climbing roses and a lot of other 
vines do not. In fact it is sometimes 
fun to let a single heavenly blue 
morning glory climb up into your 
climbing roses for mid-summer bloom. 
Some of the vines that you may be 
interested in trying out are the named 
varieties of morning glories such as 
‘Heavenly Blue,’ ‘Scarlet O’Hara,’ 
‘Cornell’ and ‘Pearly Gates.’ Other 
vines include the hyacinth bean, scar- 
let runner bean, cardinal climber, cy- 
press vine, balsam apple and balsam 
pear. For a smaller vine better for 
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hanging down than climbing, try 
thunbergia. 


Starting Lawns; Annuals; 
Dividing Perennials 


Apri in South 
Mid-America! 
The redbuds and 
dogwoods fling 
their beauty with 
utter abandon 
and the bulbs lift 
their blooms to 
catch the gentle 
breezes and 
everything whis- 
pers the message of spring again. The 
beautiful display of early color re- 
minds the alert gardener of the many 
garden activities that must be done to 
insure continued pleasure throughout 
the remainder of the year. 

Lawns: Most of the grass areas of 
our gardens began growing during 
the latter part of last month and, of 
course, are showing a good response 
to the return of the favorable grow- 
ing conditions. All of these grass areas 
want “to be a lawn” and need help 
from the gardener. There is a lot of 
time and effort between grass and 
lawn. Review the work suggested for 
the lawn last month. 

In planting the new lawn the most 
important job is the preparation of 
the seed bed. The basic soil is the 
real foundation of a good lawn. A 
lawn can be grown on relatively poor 
soil but, of course, it is much more 
of a task. So the better the basic soil 
and the better the preparation the 
easier the job becomes. The ideal soil 
is usually hard to find—one with suf- 
ficient clay particles to give body, 
enough sand to provide a looseness 
for drainage, and enough humus to 
act as a binder and water holder. 
Throughout most of our area the ad- 
dition of humus in the form of rotted 
manure or peat moss will help soil 
conditions tremendously. 

In new yards there is danger of 
foreign materials such as brick, mor- 
tar or pieces of lumber being cov- 
ered over by the builder. Those cer- 
tainly will not make a favorable grow- 
ing place for anything, so they should 
be carefully removed in preparation 
of the soil. One of the most important 
things to be done as soil is prepared 
for planting is to set the grades to 
insure proper drainage. Regardless of 
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soil type, drainage must be taken care 
of to prevent water logging and silt- 
ing over the sod as it develops. Areas 
of improper drainage will soon give 
serious disease problems in a lawn. 
The soil should be loosened to a depth 
of six to eight inches. After this spad- 
ing or plowing it should be raked and 
leveled before planting. 

Any major changes in soil, condi- 
tioning or drainage must be made be- 
fore the lawn is planted because these 
jobs cannot be done once the lawn 
becomes established. Seeding the lawn 
with the correct seed for the location 
is important. On the average, about , 
five pounds per 1,000 square feet of 
area should be sufficient for a good 
lawn. 


Starting Bermuda 


If you are planting Bermuda grass 
be sure to specify hulled Bermuda 
seed for best results. The lawn may 
be started from sprigs or stolons and 
these should be planted on 12 to 18- 
inch centers. After planting, the area 
should be rolled to make certain the 
soil is in good contact with the seeds 
or sprigs and then watered thoroughly. 
Frequent watering will prevent young 
seedlings from drying out and will 
insure more rapid growth. 

Roses: With April comes the first 
lush growth of the old garden fa- 
vorite—the rose. Soon you will enjoy 
the magic splendor of those new va- 
rieties planted during February. The 
hybridizers give us many new ones 
each year. It is a pleasure just to 
see how they adapt to our particular 
area for color variations and the many 
qualities we look for in a rose. With 
this period of rapid growth be pre- 
pared to spray or dust to control the 
enigma of all rose growers—black 
spot. This fungus disease will cause 
the leaves to drop. Naturally this re- 
sults in a stunted or under-nourished 
plant and besides, who enjoys a bloom 
on a leafless stalk! Application of the 
fermate compounds at ten day inter- 
vals will control black spot. This is 
one case where prevention is worth 
many times more than any cure. 
There are many all purpose insecti- 
cides on the market and some very 
good ones that effectively control in- 
sects, both chewing and sucking, as 
well as the diseases most common to 
roses. The most pestiferous insect that 
preys on the new growth of roses is 
the aphid—either wash them off with 
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NOW PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 
ENJOY MORE GRACIOUS OUTDOOR LIVING WITH THE 


Most Beautiful EVERBLOOMING Fence in the World 


(ROSA RUGOSA BELLE POITEVINE) 


a OF ok 


GLORIOUS PINK DOUBLE-FLOWERED ROSES ALL SUMMER! 
HANDSOME, TOUGH, STRONG, HARDY HEDGE ALL WINTER! 


Now you can have thrilling roses wherever you need a wall or fence! Yes, actually separate your property from your 
neighbor’s .. . screen off the street and wind ... with a living wall of breathtaking flowers! Even divide off garden areas, 
barbecues, children’s play corner with a spectacular screen of fragrant, exquisite pink roses! Live in a private Eden, 
surrounded by the most beautiful fence in the world...a hedge that landscapes your home with a riot of beauty! 
Everblooming, Permanent 
Hedge of Roses—The Wonder 
of Your Neighborhood! 


We don’t know a fence that can equal Stern’s living, bloom- 
ing rose fence! Laden with huge, pink, double-flowered, 


Screens Out Streets 
Assures Privacy 


@ «x: * 


shape and form. Roses that look enchanting in vases and 
permeate your home with their heavenly fragrance. 


So Hardy, Thrive In Any Soil! 
Bloom Even When Neglected! 


tA 


Keeps Children or 
Animals In or Out 


ius 


Stops Cross-Lawn 
Trafic 


sim 


Makes Magnificent 
Boundary Plantings 


fragrant roses from early spring to late fall! The more you 
pick, the more they'll bloom, filling the air with perfume! 
Have all the roses you want for arrangements and bouquets 
... give armfuls to your friends! You'll still have an 
abundance of bloom outdoors...rows of lovely thick- 
clustering roses bordering your grounds, protecting your 
lawns, setting off the beauty of your garden! Your gorgeous 
rose fence will be the showpiece of the neighborhood. 


Not Ordinary Little Roses, But 


Big, Double-Flowered Beauties! 


Don’t confuse the flowers of Stern’s hedge of roses with 
those of ordinary hedge roses or ramblers. Stern’s beautiful 
Rosa Rugosa Belle Poitevine produces huge clusters of 
double-flowered velvety-petaled pink roses of charming 


These enchanting rose bushes are among the hardiest in the 
world! They even flourish by the sea unharmed by the wind, 
salt spray and sand that kill other varieties. 100% winter- 
hardy ...ice and snow won't harm them. Foliage is even 
pest-resistant! 


When your rose shrubs arrive, they'll be 15” to 18” tall. 
Plant them 2 feet apart... they'll bush out into a thick, 
luxuriant hedge that even a cat couldn’t walk through! If 
you wish, let them grow to their full 5 or 6 foot height, for 
a magnificent screen and wind-breaker. Or keep them cut 
lower ...a thrilling border to paths. No trouble at all to 
keep trim! Just cut out dead wood and long shoots once a 
year, in early spring. Then sit back and enjoy carefree 
months of gorgeous, double-flowered, sweet-scented roses 
... year after year after year! 


Imagine! A 12-Foot Hedge for only $5! 
ideal for New Homes! 


It costs so little to enjoy the world’s loveliest fence! 6 rose plants, 
for a 12-foot hedge, cost only $5! And the more you buy, the more 
you save! If your garden still shows bulldozer tracks, you’ll appre- 
ciate these roses even more! Well-rooted, vigorous, they'll establish 
themselves at once ... shower you with roses this very spring! 


2 plants $3 
(4 ft. hedge) 


10 plants $8 
(20 ft. hedge) 


6 plants $5 
(12 ft. hedge) 


25 plants $18 
(50 ft. hedge) 


50 plants $35 100 plants $65 
(100 ft. hedge) (200 ft. hedge) 


All prices postpaid. Send check or money order 
today. Easy planting instructions with every order. 


-Stern's Nurseries 
Arbor 120, Geneva, N. Y. 


Specialists in Rare and Choice Trees, Plants & Flowers 


0 2for$ 3 
0 6for$ 5 
CO 10for$ 8 
C) 25 for $18 
1) 50 for $35 
(7 100 for $65 
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All prices postpaid City 
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Plant Now For Glorious Bloom This Spring! 
ABSOLUTE MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


This is the ideal time to plant your fence of roses. They'll bush out 
into a magnificent, wind-breaking hedge that will grow up to 5 or 6 
feet tall! Bloom this very spring, and right through to late fall, with 
great masses of splendid, double-flowered roses! You must be de- 
lighted. Otherwise, receive free replacement or your money back. 


RUSH THIS COUPON TODAY! 
Stern’s Nurseries, Arbor 120, Geneva, N. Y. 


Please send me the wonderful guaranteed everblooming Hedge of Belle 
Poitevine Rosa Rugosa _ I indicate at left, at proper planting time in 
my section. I understand I must be delighted with my plants, or I receive 
free replacement or my money back. 


(Cat. #6910C) 
I enclose check [] or money order [] for total $ 
Name aie 


Address 


_State__ 
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Enjoy theBest...... 


Szhrecners DAVLILIES | 


plant NOW and enjoy bloom this summer 


Handsome, beautiful, easy to grow everywhere! Their remarkably long 
flowering season gives a radiant display during the hot summer months — 
THE PERENNIAL SUPREME. A choice selection of finest award-winning 
varieties are offered here for the first time. 


BIG TEN OFFER 
10 Gorgeous Daylilies Your Choice... $5.00 


A classic collection of this beautiful perennial. Sun- 
drenched colors in kinds that bloom from June to 
frost. This offer sparkles with varieties unknown o 
few years ago. A fine, varied group of New Daylilies 
we ore proud to offer you. 
(Select from columns as indicated) 
() AUGUST PIONEER, late prolific orange 
BROWN-EYED SUSAN, cleor yellow, brown eye 
CAPISTRANO, bell-shaped rich yellow 
MARY GUENTHER, gypsy-like orange ond red 
| PURPLE WATERS, wine red 

SALADIN, brilliant blazing red 
/ L)CABALLERO, butterfly yellow and crimson 
{ Hiscunvas firecracker red 


SELECT 3 


LOCHINVAR, vibrant terra-cotta 
PAINTED LADY, all time winner, huge henna 
ROYAL RUBY, gorgeous ruby 
WINDSOR TAN, ton ond buff yellow 
ARLINE, classic prolific orange 
BLACK CHERRY, blockish red 
GLOWING GOLD, gold-orange ruffled 
EARLIANA, very early yellow 
MONGOL, ruffled 6-in. yellow 
MOROCCO RED, velvety maroon 

MRS. B. F. BONNER, pale yellow 
TALISMAN, rose pink and yellow 


All 20 for $10.00 


SELECT 3 


SELECT 4 


DAYLILY BOOK 
IN FULL oe 
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JEWEL COLLECTION 


G Special Varieties for 

Here we have an inviting group of superlative vari- 
eties, each a leader in its color class. To enjoy the 
fullest pleasure modern Daylilies give—plont these 
jewels in your very own garden. 

BAGGETTE, personable cream yellow and pink bi-color 
KNIGHTHOOD, copiously rich maroon red, very lorge 
NARANAJA, rich fluted nasturtium orange 

MME. RECAMIER, one of the new soft pinks 

CRIMSON PIRATE, unbelievable flamboyant red 
COLONIAL DAME, ruffled & fluted rosy ton & apricot 


SURPRISE COLLECTION 


G lovely colors for only 


If you have never grown Daylilies, or your collection 
is very small, order this hand-picked assortment. 
Offered at bargain prices, each root labeled. A spar- 
kling array of colors and types that will be our good- 
will ambassador to your garden. 


§f SCHREINER'’S GARDENS, Route 2, Box 300-E 
1 Salem, Oregon 


Please send me the following for which | am enclosing 


ES Oy | 


f CD Jewel Collection 
CSurprise Collection 
i] (11958 Daylily Book 


I cin intensiscbiepinesmansiiineceninniieinetnsni iD ininins ND 





(Continued from page 14) 
a hard stream of water or use a con- 


tact insecticide. 

A very good habit to start is to 
control the shape of your rose plants 
as you cut your blooms. If you have 
never entered a rose show there is 
no better time than this spring. Get 
the schedule and enter into the com- 
petitive side of growing roses. Do not 
overlook the joy and pleasure to be 
received by sharing the blooms from 
your garden with neighbors. 

Annuals: Hardy annuals started last 
month should be established by now 
and ready to begin rapid growth. 
These plants need careful attention 
as to watering, cultivation and weed- 
ing. Nothing promotes growth quicker 
with these plants than loosening the 
soil around them to permit the free 
circulation of air in the soil and the 
warm penetrating rays of the sun. 
The half-hardy annuals, those that 
can be sown after danger of hard 
freezing has passed but can withstand 
cold temperatures, may be started now 
outside (alyssum, love-in-a-mist, pop- 
pies, candytuft and petunias). To- 
ward the end of April the tender an- 
nuals—those requiring warm temper- 
atures may be planted outside. As the 
seeds will normally require from six 
to ten days to germinate you can 
easily out guess local weather condi- 
tions and plant before the date of 
your last killing frost. By doing this 
it is easy to get a head start and have 
the plants well acclimated and in 
production early. Once again soil 
preparation is the important factor in 
planting annuals. As the seed of most 
of the annuals is very small the soil 
must be pulverized to the point that 
the fine seeds are in contact with the 
soil. Careful and shallow planting, 
firming of soil around seed and fre- 
quent watering until the seeds have 
germinated and the seedlings estab- 
lished themselves is necessary for suc- 
cess in starting those plants from 
seeds. Everyone has his favorite list 
of annuals and my favorites include 
petunias, marigolds, nasturtiums, 
morning glory, periwinkle, snap- 
dragon, pansy, celosia, sweet peas, 
salvia, zinnia and torenia. If I could 
have only one, it would have to be 
the petunia—the present-day range of 
colors and forms is glorious. 


Dividing Perennials 


Perennials: Nearly all of these plants 
should have been divided either fol- 
(Please turn to page 18) 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





Seeds get a fast start in Fertl-Cubes Seedling 
Starters, are protected against soil-borne dis- 
eases, reach transplanting stage earlier, suf- 
fer no set-back when transplanted. You gain 
in every way. That’s why we sell so many. 


BEGIN NOW... 


its the right time 


NOW! World Famous W. ATLEE BURPEE F, HYBRID 
SALMON ALLDOUBLE® PETUNIA SEED ALREADY 
PLANTED IN NEW, IMPROVED FERTL-CUBES* SEED- 
LING STARTERS 


NOW! World Famous W. ATLEE “BURPEE’S BIG BOY” 
TOMATOES ALREADY PLANTED IN NEW, IMPROVED 
FERTL-CUBES* SEEDLING STARTERS 


All you do is water them and results are guaranteed 
Luscious MOUTHWATERING TREMENDOUS 


Through special arrangement with the world famous W. ATLEE 
BURPEE CO., FERTL, INC. has created the most exciting garden 
news of 1958. Now, NEW improved Fertl-Cubes Seedling Starters 
are scientifically pre-planted with Burpee’s Prize Winning, one and 
only BIG BOY hybrid TOMATOES. This spectacular Horticultural 
Combination of the world’s finest seeds and world’s finest seed 
starter actually assure you tomatoes of size, abundance and flavor 
that will absolutely amaze—even astonish you. 


You'll Have All The Tomatoes You Can Possibly Eat 
and Still Give Away Basketfuls To Your Friends, Too! 
If your tomato plants don’t actually groan under the 


BREATHTAKING COLOR — NEWEST SHADE 
This exciting gardening development will be your flower thrill of 
1958. Fertl has come up with a spectacular horticultural develop- 
ment that now makes it possible for you to buy NEW, Improved 
Fertl-Cubes with W. Atlee Burpee’s highest quality hybrid Petunia 
seed preplanted right in the cube. That’s right, now you don’t have 
to buy separate Petunia Seed and separate Fertl-Cubes. 


And What Petunias You'll Grow! 


By selecting only the finest seeds and using careful 
laboratory control in the pre-planting process Fertl 


abundant load of this luscious fruit — if your family 
and friends don’t tell you that these are the most 
scrumptious tomatoes they have ever eaten — if you 
don’t have the largest crop of the most delicious ripe 
tomatoes you have ever eaten — yes, if you are not 
absolutely delighted with your FERTL-CUBES 
BURPEE BIG BOY® Tomato crop, just tell us so and 
we'll refund every penny you paid. 
So Easy, So Practical, 
So Satisfying, So Inexpensive 

There just isn’t an easier way to grow tomatoes! All 
you do is place your pre-planted Fertl-Cubes Seedling 
Starters block on a flat surface and give them a good 
soaking. In as little as four weeks you are ready to 
set robust, healthy vigorously growing tomato plants 
into your garden. They won’t suffer loss or setback 
from transplanting. They just keep right on growing! 
growing! GROWING! No more thinning out your 
plants when they start to sprout — No scattered 
wasted seed. No more messy, smelly fertilizer. 


SEEDLING 
STARTERS 
ONLY. Place 
perlite in 
hole. Press 
seed of your 
choice into 
perlite. 


CO 


Guarantees success plus the most gorgeous Petunias 
you or your neighbors have ever seen. 


Newest Exciting Shade 


You'll thrill to giant blooms of showy and breathtak- 
ing color patterns. You'll thrill to one of the most 
abundant floral displays you’ve ever seen in any 


PREPLANTED garden. 


CUBE. Cross 
section shows 
lleted seed 

in conical de- 
pression. 


It’s So Easy — Only Pennies Per Plant 


Try this new way of planting Petunia Seed — we 
know you'll never use any other way. No more seed 
loss from birds or breeze, no more back breaking 
separating and thinning when they start to spront. 
No additional feeding necessary and your cost is less 
than 10c per plant. We urge you to try this wonder- 
ful new seed planting method. We promise you'll be 
surprised and delighted. As with every Fertl Product, 
money back guarantee. Use Coupon To Order. 


Strong 
vigorous 
roots grow 
right in 
the cube. 


Everything about this new planting method of to- 
matoes is easy, clean, sure. It’s just one simple, quick 
operation, and your plants actually can cost less than 10c each. 


80% germination guaranteed. Your plants will grow faster, 
sturdier, more abundant — no losses from transplanting 


When you use this revolutionary inexpensive NEW method of 
tomato planting you not only give your tomato plants the healthful 
push they nen te a vigorous start, but eon guarantee them life- 
giving nutrients and continuous feeding for their complete life. 
Try FERTL’S NEW WAY — 

You will never use any other 
We urge you to use this new method of planting tomatoes. Two 
reliable firms, W. ATLEE BURPEE, and FERTL, INC. back up 
our promise of the most successful tomato harvest you have ever 
enjoyed. As always you have FERTL’S complete unconditional 
Money Back Guarantee. Use Coupon To Order. 
°U.S. Patent Pending ® W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


Yes, Now You Can PLANT ANY SEED WITH CONFI- 


DENCE by using FERTL-CUBES SEEDLING STARTERS. 


They root in ORGANIC plant food and always have plenty of 
nourishment. Big, healthy root systems develop. You transplant 
cube, roots and all without disturbance. There’s no wilt, no set- 
back. You get wonderful results. 


So simple to use 
‘No lost plants due to soil diseases. Nothing left to chance. Clean, 
odorless. No manure to handle. Ideal for planting seed in the house 
or in the garden. 
Start seeds indoors right now — 
Transplant later WITHOUT SETBACK 


DON’T WAIT. Send $2.00 today for kit of 40 Fertl-Cubes, includ- 
ing perlite, instruction folder. Produce 40 big beautiful flower or 
vegetable plants. Realize the jov and satisfaction of growing the 
finest flowers and biggest vegetables in your neighborhood. Amaze 
and delight your friends with your 1958 garden. With Fertl-Cubes 
Seedling Starters it can be equal to the finest in England. 


*U.S. Patent Pending 


FREE! 


With every order of $4.95 or more Fertl will send as 
an absolutely Free gift its famous 3-F Foliar “Fog 
Spray” bottle. Ideal for wetting down Seedling 
Starters, watering delicate plants, “fogging-on” gar- 
den chemicals and a “hundred” other practical uses. 


a SR 


FERTL, INC., Dept. 65 
15 Ann Street 
South Norwalk, Conn. 


I enclose $ (cash, check, money order). Please rush me 
Postage Paid the wonderful NEW 1958 FERTL-CUBES Products 
checked below. I must be completely satisfied in every way or you 
will refund my money. 
© Big Boy® Hybrid Tomato Ferti-Cubes (Guaranteed 24 plants) 
0 Big Boy® Hybrid Tomato Ferti-Cubes (Guaranteed 72-plant 
Economy Package — You save over. 20%) 
© F, Hybrid Salmon Alidouble Petunia Ferti-Cubes 
(Guaranteed 24 plants) 
(0 F, Hybrid Salmon Alldouble Petunia Ferti-Cubes 
(Guaranteed 72-plant Economy Package—You save over 20%) 
C0 New Ferti-Cubes Seedling Starters (40 Cubes including Perlite) 
CL) New Fertl-Cubes Seedling Starters (120-Cube Economy Package 
includes Perlite) 
0 t have selected at least $4.95 worth of merchandise. 
Please send me FREE a 3-F Foliar “Fog Spray"’ pump bottle, 


$2.98 
6.98 


2.98 


6.98 
2.00 


ZONE SEA vvisceoncniocennenneweticttiines 


| Note: Free spray bottle offer expires May 31, 1958. / 
mame em ee ee ome ee ee ne ees ee ee eee 
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EXCLUSIVE! WORLD’S ONLY 
EXTENSIVE OFFERINGS IN 


? PR , & FOR YEAR 
ROUND BLOOM 
SPECTACULAR GIANT FLOWERS IN 
EVERY COLOR OF THE RAINBOW 

Pinks! Reds! True Browns! 

Blacks! Yellows! Greens! 


You need look no further, for I have 20 
types of Iris that will thrive in YOUR 
garden —- miniature dwarfs for edgings 
and rock gardens, colorful and intriguing 
Mohrs and Oncobreds, rare Arils from 
the Near East, and many, many more 
specially bred for bloom in spring, sum- 
mer, fall and even in winter in mild 
climates. 800 varieties described and many 
illustrated in full color in my new 1958 


iris Full Color Guidebook 


Featuring Catalog Sale with all varieties 
discounted. A veritable encyclopedia of 
How-To-Do-It Iris information for gar- 
deners and amateur hybridizers. Send 25c 
and coupon for your copy. 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 
Dept. FG-4, Placerville, California 
Please check one only: 

(1) I enclose 25c (coin or stamps) for 
gorgeous 44-page IRIS COLOR GUIDE- 
BOOK with full listings of unprecedented 
Spring Sale Prices. Also Free Certificate 
good for expensive new Iris with my first 
Iris order. 

[j Send me FREE your Iris Sale List with 
condensed descriptions and same heavily 
discounted prices as in GUIDEBOOK but 
without pictures. 


Print Name__ 


St. or R.F.D. 


1 ENGINE...3 POWER TOOLS 


mower, tiller, sno-caster 


dart 


TLL MN 


BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
® Port Washington 8H, Wisconsin 
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(Continued from page 16) 


lowing their bloom or when the hardy 
annuals were planted. If not, divide 
and replant them now. Delphinium 
divisions consisting of three crowns 
should be sufficient for a healthy re- 
plant. Shasta daisies may also be di- 
vided and replanted now. The divi- 
sions need not be large as they grow 
quite rapidly. Try hybridizing some 
of the Shastas; they inter-breed easily 
and some interesting flower forms re- 
sult. Chrysanthemum clumps should 
be divided and reset. Use only the 
vigorous new shoots and discard the 
older parts of the plant. This is usu- 
ally the center portion of the clump. 
You may also take cuttings from those 
tender shoots and root the new plants 
to be planted in their permanent lo- 
cation later. 

There are still two very definite 
groups of people who debate the use 
of divisions over cuttings. From per- 
sonal observation the mums grown 
from divisions, due to an earlier start, 
usually are much taller and need 
some type of stake, whereas the plants 
grown from cuttings are of a more 
uniform size. Quality of flowers and 
floriferousness is usually about the 
same. There is danger of transmitting 
crown disease from old divisions if 
such are present in your garden. It is 
time to clean all of the perennial 
borders and dust with a fungicide to 
prevent the development of any dis- 
ease. A thin layer of clean sand 
around the growing plants is a good 
investment in garden sanitation for 
perennials. 


Espaliering 

In the average garden there are 
many climbing type plants that need 
a trellis or support on which to en- 
twine themselves. It may be only a 
few climbing roses, a row of sweet 
peas or beans in the vegetable plot 
or the morning glory vines. Now is a 
good time to check the supports and 
make sure they are in good repair. 

There is a decided trend toward 
growing these vining plants into geo- 
metric forms—or espalier type plants. 
With contemporary design these es- 
palier plants are in style. It is inter- 
esting to see the revival of the use of 
these trained plants. Once they were 
grown as a source of fruit and were 
restricted in form because of the area 
alloted them. 

It is fairly easy to train plants into 
patterns of design forms in the aver- 


age garden. One simply needs to pro- 
vide the type of support desired and 
then give frequent attention to see 
that all new growth is secured to the 
support as it develops. Nearly any 
kind of plant can be adapted to es- 
palier techniques. In Arkansas the 
southern magnolia is seen quite fre- 
quently grown in this fashion. An- 
other interesting use of the vines is 
to grow them in large containers as 
hanging gardens. A charming effect is 
gained by planting morning glories in 
hanging containers (even second floor 
boxes) and allowing the vines to cas- 
cade downward rather than grow up- 
right. This can be very decorative if 
moon vine is used on a terrace or 
patio that is in use in the evening. 
In doing this try using bold contrast 
of colors for dramatic effect (‘Scarlet 
O’Hara’ red against a pale pink wall, 
for instance). 

Feeding: All shrubs need a light 
feeding to stimulate them as they 
come into growth. It is especially im- 
portant to feed the _berry-bearing 
shrubs as their fruit set is dependent 
on available food and moisture. Per- 
haps I over emphasize the use of wa- 
ter but in our area water actually be- 


(Please turn to page 52) 


NEW EQUIPMENT EDITOR 


Introducing our new equipment editor, Frank 
A. Bartonek, who will report on developments 
in gardening tools and appliances. Mr. Bartonek 
is also editor of Flower & Garden's Merchan- 
diser magazine, which is distributed monthly to 
more than 31,000 garden supply dealers in the 
Mid-America area. Find out how to buy a power 
lawn mower in his first article on page 24. 
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A Special FORUM on DAYLILIES 


by Peggie Schulz, Minnesota 


When, how and where shall I plant 
daylilies? 

The preferred planting seasons are 
spring and fall, but you can plant day- 
lilies any time the ground is frost 
free. Plant daylilies so the light green 
line just above the roots is covered 
with one to two inches of soil. Space 
them two to three feet apart. Plant 
pastel, pink and red daylilies in par- 
tial shade—most others can stand 
full sun. 

How shall I use daylilies 
landscaping? 

Use low-growing sorts such as 
‘Baronet,’ ‘Red Token,’ ‘Russel’s 
Minuet,’ ‘Purple Haze,’ and late-flow- 
ering ‘Queen Esther’ in front of the 
border, as an edging for taller plants, 
or as pool-side plantings. The medium- 
sized group, which includes the bulk 
of varieties, can be used in almost any 
garden situation. They are handsome 
planted in front of a trellis of morn- 
ing glories, clematis, or passion vine. 
Use them as companion plants for 
lythrum, delphinium, gilia, or other 
tall plants. And they are at their best 
planted near evergreens or holly. The 
taller varieties such as ‘Aladdin,’ 
‘Allan A. Dale, ‘Bright Charm,’ 
‘Crimson Glory,’ and ‘Desert Sunrise,’ 
among others, make splendid back- 
ground material, a screen for service 
areas, or foundation plantings near a 
wall or fence. 


in my 


How often should daylilies be watered 
and fertilized? 
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Daylilies can stand more drouth 
than many other perennials. Given 
enough moisture to keep the soil 
barely moist, they will respond with 
luxuriant growth and a good flower 
crop. Fertilize them twice a year, in 
the spring before blooming, and again 
after they have finished flowering. 

What pests bother daylilies? 

If the weather is exceedingly dry, 
daylilies may be bothered with thrips 
and red spider. Eradicate thrips with 
a product such as Malathion; red 
spider with aramite. 

When shall I divide my daylilies? 


Daylilies are prettiest when grown 
as specimen clumps. Unless you wish 
to propagate a rare or expensive 
type, do not divide daylilies until they 
are about five years old. Then dig the 
entire clump and make the divisions 
with a sharp spade. Replant, spacing 
them as suggested for establishing 
newly purchased clumps. 


Are daylilies hardy? 

In our area the dormant varieties 
are hardy and with covering the semi- 
evergreens winter fairly well. Foliage 
on the evergreens stays green the year 
around. They are splendid for South- 
ern gardens. 

Are all 


flowers? 

No. The old variety, Kwanso flore 
pleno is doubled and redoubled. A 
number of the new varieties produce 
double or semi-double flowers. 


daylilies single-petaled 


What plants shall I use as companion 
plants for daylilies? 

Since daylilies come in such a wide 
range of colors—cream through all 
shades of yellow, orange, cinnamon, 
pastel pink, red and purple, you can 
use them as companion plants for any 
annuals or perennials. Blue platycodon 
(balloon ‘Heavenly Blue’ 
morning glories, clematis ‘Ramona,’ 
lavender, pink and red phlox, Canter- 
bury bells, Shasta daisies, Gilia rubra, 
and lythrum are but a few of the 
plants to grow with your daylilies. 


When do daylilies bloom? 


flower), 


Some varieties such as low-growing 
yellow-flowered minor, ‘Earlianna,’ 
and ‘Judge Orr’ bloom in early spring 
—but the bulk of daylilies blooms in 
June and July with a few blooming 
later in the season. Southern garden- 
ers often get two crops of bloom from 
their daylilies. Catalogs list daylilies 
as E, for early; M, midseason; L, late. 

Is it possible to grow daylilies from 
seeds? 

Yes. Planted and cared for as any 
other seed-grown perennial they pro- 
duce flowers in about three years. You 
can purchase seeds from dealers or 
you can make your daylilies produce 
seed by removing some of the pollen 
(yellow dust on the anthers) and 
placing it on the stigma of another 
daylily. The seed ripens in about six 
weeks. 

Name some good reasonably priced 
daylilies. 

Although the newest hybrids sell for 
$5 to $25, or more, you can start your 
daylily garden with reliable varieties 
such as the Stout Medal winners. 
These established varieties are proven 
favorites with all daylily growers. This 
is the highest award given a daylily 
and these varieties, ‘Hesperus, 
‘Painted Lady,’ ‘Potentate,’ ‘Daunt- 
less, and ‘Ruffled Pinafore’ can be 
purchased for $1 to $3.50 each. Popu- 
larity poll winners such as rose-col- 
ored ‘Evelyn Claar,’ bronze tinted 
‘Painted Lady,’ apricot ‘Colonial 
Dame,’ and _ small-flowered yellow 
‘Ringlets,’ can be purchased for 75 
cents to $4 each. 

Name some evening blooming day- 
lilies. 

A number of older varieties costing 
from 75 cents to one dollar each, such 
as ‘Golden West,’ ‘Hyperion,’ ‘Patri- 
cia, ‘Purple Waters,’ ‘Helen Field 
Fischer, ‘Royal Ruby,’ ‘Yellowstone,’ 
and hundreds of others bloom from 
late afternoon to mid-morning. 
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How to Make a 


STRAWBERRY BARREL 


by E. S. Henderson, Ohio 


Over 300 years ago Izaak Walton 
in his book, The Complete Angler, 
quoted a Dr. Boteler as having re- 
marked on the subject of strawber- 
ries: “Doubtless God could have made 
a better berry but doubtless God never 
did.” Tastes do not seem to have 
changed much since that famous 
opinion was first published. Certainly 
more strawberries are grown in home 
gardens than any other kind of berry. 

A good many people just don't 
have enough space for a patch of 
strawberry plants grown in the con- 
ventional manner. But wherever there 
is space in a sunny spot for an ordi- 
nary barrel to stand, enough straw- 
berries for a small family to enjoy 
can be grown. 

A strawberry barrel is easily con- 
structed and planted. Its care requires 
very little time and labor—much less 
than that necessary to grow the same 
number of plants in the usual way. 
There is no hoeing and almost no 
hand weeding involved. About all you 
have to do is to water the barrel fre- 
quently. For that reason, it is a good 
plan to locate the bafrel near an out- 
side faucet. And you scarcely need 
even to stoop to pick the berries. Just 
draw up a chair beside the barrel and 
start eating! 

Besides being convenient, space and 
labor-saving, a strawberry barrel is 
ornamental and always constitutes a 
“conversation piece.” Although there 
are more strawberry barrels around 
than you probably think, it is re- 
markable how many people have 
never seen one. 

First you need a clean, sturdy, 
wooden barrel. Such a barrel stands 
about 30 inches high and is about 20 
inches in diameter at top and bottom, 
bulging a little wider in the middle. 
It obviously is not going to take up 
much space in your garden. Your 
barrel should have a good strong bot- 
tom but needs no head. 
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Turn the barrel upside down and 
drill several holes an inch in diameter 
through the bottom. These holes 
should run all the way around the 
barrel about four inches in from the 
side. They will drain off surplus 
water just as the hole in the bottom 
of a flower pot does. But in the barrel 
no holes should be bored in the center. 
You'll see why later. 

Stand the barrel right side up again 
and draw a line around it about 
eight inches up from the bottom. 
Draw a second line around parallel 
to the first and seven or eight inches 
above it. Then a third line seven or 
eight inches above that. Along each 
line, drill a series of holes an inch and 
a half in diameter around the barrel, 
about eight inches apart. Through 
these holes the strawberry plants will 
grow. 

You may need to vary these mea- 
surements slightly to avoid drilling 
through the hoops that hold the bar- 
rel together or to attain approximately 
even spacing around the barrel. 

It is rather important that the holes 
be bored in lines parallel with the 
bottom and top. I have seen barrels 
with the plant holes climbing in a 
spiral around the barrel from the bot- 
tom to the top, which created an in- 
teresting appearance but made the 
planting rather difficult. 

Now stand the barrel in its per- 
manent location with the bottom rest- 
ing on four bricks. One of the bricks 
should be under the center of the 
barrel. 

The next step is to provide a cen- 
tral core inside the barrel to facilitate 
watering and insure prompt drainage 
of water. For this purpose, you need 
three pieces of porous tile pipe, the 
kind used for draining fields and gar- 


dens. Or you could use a three-foot 
section of stove pipe punched full of 
holes. Stand a section of the drain 
tile (or the perforated stove pipe) up- 
right in the center of the barrel and 
fill it with fine gravel. Spread an inch 
or two of the gravel over the bottom 
of the barrel outside the core. 
Because watering will be done 
chiefly through this gravel-filled core, 
you can see now why no drainage holes 
should have been bored in the center 
of the bottom. You don’t 
want the drainage to be too good! 
That is also the reason for using fine 


barrel’s 


rather than coarse gravel inside the 
core pipe. 


Planting Method 


Fill the barrel up to the first line 
of planting holes with good garden 
loam. The best soil to use is a sandy 
loam containing plenty of humus 
such as well rotted manure or com- 
post. The humus retains a supply of 
moisture readily available to the 
strawberry roots while the sandy loam 
permits surplus water to percolate 
through quickly. Now you are ready 
to put in the first row of plants. 
Place one plant in each hole so that 
the crown is just about even with the 
inside of the barrel. Spread the roots 
out fan-wise on the soil inside the 
barrel. Incidentally, the roots should 
have been chopped off to a length 
of four to five inches just as when 
planted in the garden. If your plants 
have been obtained from a nursery, 
the roots will probably have been cut 
back before you got them. Cover the 
roots immediately with soil, firming 
it over them. Add soil up to the 
second line of holes, repeat the plant- 
ing process, and so on. 

When the barrel is filled with soil 


The pyramid is an improvement on the barrel as a compact and convenient way to grow straw- 
berries. This one has a built in spray head for push-button watering. 
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to the top, set a few plants upright 
to cover the top and trail over the 
edge. 

If you are using tile pipe for the 
central core, you will naturally have 
had to add sections and fill them with 
gravel as the soil rose in the 
barrel. The top section should extend 
about six inches above the top of the 


level 


barrel so that you can easily pour 
water into it when the plants on top 
are fully 

Water thoroughly as soon as the 
planting is completed, not only 
through the core but also by sprink- 
ling the top area until the soil is well 
soaked. 


grown. 


If you have bought your plants 
from a nursery, you will probably 
have at least 50 because they are 
usually sold in bundles of 25. Since 
only 35 to 40 plants are required to 
plant the average barrel, you will 
have several left, which is a good 
thing. Select the best ones for plant- 
ing through the holes, use the next 
best on top and heel in the rest tem- 
porarily in a corner of your garden 
or even in a window box. If any of 
the plants you have set in the barrel 
fail to grow, they will almost surely 
be among those set on top and it will 
be an easy matter to replace them 
from the ones you have heeled in. 

Although the plants will com- 
pletely cover the barrel within a short 
time, most people cannot resist paint- 
ing it. Good color combinations are 
green with yellow trim or white with 
red trim, or use the colors of your 
house. 


Use Good Plants 


Use the best plants you can obtain 
of an everbearing variety so that you 
will be able to pick the maximum 
amount of berries. Keep the earliest 
blossoms picked off as fast as they 
appear until the plants are well es- 
tablished. Strawberry plants like a 
slightly acid soil, so don’t use any 
lime. If fertilizing seems necessary— 
the plants will show their need by 
losing the normal deep green color 
of their leaves—mix a soluble, high 
nitrogen fertilizer like Ra-Pid-Gro 
into the water used for irrigating, 
about a teaspoonful to a gallon of 
water. 


If some of the runners developed 
by the plants grow too long, snip 
them off. 


For winter protection, to prevent 
(Please turn to page 51) 
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what kind should I buy? 


SPRAYERS—DUSTERS 


by Malcolm C. Shurtleff, lowa 


THERE Is A type and size of sprayer or duster designed to fit every- 
one’s needs (and pocketbooks )—all the way from the person with only 
a few house plants to the large estate with acres of gardens or orchards. 

Most gardeners now prefer to have a separate sprayer, properly 
marked or labeled, just for chemically controlling weeds. Many of the 
new weed killers (such as the 2,4-D type) are extremely difficult to get 
completely cleaned out of sprayers. Check with your local county ex- 
tension service on how to decontaminate sprayers in which 2,4-D has been 
used; or contact the chemical manufacturer. This is important. 


Should you dust or spray? There really isn’t an answer to this 
question. Effective disease and insect control depends on applying the 
right chemical, at the right time and in the right way. Strive for even, 
thorough coverage whether dusting or spraying. Many gardeners prefer 
to dust vegetables throughout the season, but dust flowers only in the 
spring. Since modern sprays do not leave an objectionable deposit, 
spraying is considered better for flowers in or near bloom. 


Spraying is also much easier on windy days and you don’t have 
to worry about getting dust in your eyes or on plants that don’t need it. 
When the air is calm, dusting is faster than spraying—and easier 
on out-of-shape muscles. Dusters also cost less than comparable sprayers, 
but dust materials cost more than spray powders. 
We now have aerosol “bombs,” mist blowers (even small models for 
the gardener), spray-dusters and fog machines or aerosol generators 
that are somewhat in between spraying and dusting. 


Accessories for Hand-O perated Sprayers 


A wide variety of accessories and fittings are manufactured to 
meet various special needs. These are adaptable to compressed-air, knap- 
sack and hand operated spray pumps. 


Special angle and swivel nozzles for underleaf spraying, and adjust- 
able nozzles which permit spraying from a fine mist to a solid stream 
(for use as a spare fire extinguisher) are useful. Fan pattern nozzles 
are available for weed spraying. A range of nozzle disc inserts and 
extension rods in several lengths (which can be screwed together to 
spray fruit trees) are offered by most manufacturers. Special spray 
booms with two or three nozzles; extra lengths of spray hose, which in- 
creases maneuverability; two-wheeled rubber-tired carts for transporting 
large compressed-air sprayers; a pressure tank to avoid continuous pump- 
ing; narrow tank models for special jobs; these are only a few. New 
ones come out every year. 


Dusters 


We have come a long way with dusters since the old days of a 
cheesecloth bag being beaten with a stick over a plant. But the new, 
small “salt shaker” cardboard cartons with holes in the top are worse! 


Dusters are of much simpler construction than sprayers, having 
few working parts to go wrong. Dusters are somewhat cheaper than their 
sprayer counterparts. Apply dusts when plants are dry or nearly so and 
the air is calm. Usually early morning or late evening is best. The nozzle 
should be adjusted to insure blowing the dust up and through the plant 
from the bottom and sides, not from the top down. 


Prices quoted are only for a general comparison between types. 


Kinds of Sprayers 


Atomizer 
(Capacity 4 oz. to 1 gallon) 

Useful for a few house plants or a small 
garden. Frequent shaking is necessary to keep 
heavy suspensions from settling. “Rust-free” 
sprayers made of glass, brass, copper or stain- 
less steel last much longer than cheaper “‘tin” 
ones. Many types now have interchangeable 
twin or combination nozzles for producing 
a fine mist or coarse spray. The smaller inter. 
mittent type shoots out a mist or fine spray 
only on the forward stroke. The larger, more 
expensive, continuous sprayers produce a uni- 
form spray as the pump is operated. 

Advantages: 1. Cheap (30 cents to about 
$6.25). 2. Handy for treating a few plants: 
3. Little care or maintenance. 

Disadvantages: 1. Limited to small jobs. 2. 
Spray carries only short distance. 3. Good 
coverage difficult on wunderleaf surfaces. 4, 
Tiring when spraying more than a few plants, 

Electric 
(1 pint to 3 quarts) 

These portable units are most useful in 
greenhouses. Sprays are powered by a rotary 
fan air compressor, fan or electric vibrator. 
Most models have attachments for applying 
dusts, spray painting and other household 
tasks. Glass or metal tanks are supplied; many 
models are on wheels. Some are equipped with 
a time switch. Cost varies from about $30 to 
$200. Advantages are the same as for power 
sprayers. 


Compressed Air Sprayers 
(1¥2 to 5 gallons) 

This popular type is so named because air 
is compressed in the tank above the liquid by 
a hand operated air pump. Tank should not 
be filled over % full. The sprayer is first 
pumped up, then slung over one shoulder by 
a strap, or carried in one hand. Normal 
operating pressures range from 30 to 50 
pounds, and are easily maintained by oc- 
casional re-pumping. Useful in small gardens 
and where a few low trees and shrubs require . 
spraying. Most models now have oil and 
chemical resistant hose and gaskets. A curved 
extension rod with adjustable nozzle allows 
for spraying undersides of foliage while stand- 
ing up. Trigger control handle with automatic 
shut-off makes spraying easy. Available in 
galvanized steel, copper, brass or stainless 
steel. Wide mouth tops are easier to fill and 
clean. You can choose from a variety of 
nozzles to provide different spray patterns. 
Some models have carbon dioxide gas cylinders 
which will discharge up to 15 gallons of spray 
at a uniform spraying pressure. Newest models 
have devices to release excess pressure safely. 

Advantages: 1. Low price ($5.45 to $38.75). 
2. Easy to operate. 3. Can be used for variety 
of jobs. 

Disadvantages: 1. Must shake frequently to 
prevent settling of suspensions. 2. Uncomfort- 
able to carry. 3. Tank must be pumped a 
number of times before empty. 4. Spray carries 
only limited distance. 5. Parts wear out and 
corrode easily unless made of brass, copper 
or stainless steel and properly taken care of. 


Knapsack 
(2 to 6 gallons) 

This type is easy-pumping and has about 
the same uses as compressed air sprayers but 
shoots a fine mist further. They are strapped 
high on the back like a knapsack. Normal 
operation activates an agitator in the tank to 
keep spray materials properly mixed. Con- 
tinuous pressure (up to 200 pounds) on most 
models is maintained by pumping with the right 
hand while spraying with the left. Left-handed 
models also available. Other types have an 
outside slide type pump which develops up 
to 180 pounds pressure. Knapsack sprayers 
are made of galvanized steel, brass, copper 
or stainless steel. Some model backs are venti- 
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lated and form-fitting with a special plate 
preventing direct body contact with the liquid 
chilled tank. 

Advantages: 1. Maintains high, uniform pres- 
sure. 2. Can spray constantly. 3. Has agitator. 
4. Nearly effortless pumping. 

Disadvantages: 1. Heavy, tiring (especially 
for a woman). 2. Uncomfortable to operate for 
long time. Pumping may produce bruises. 3. 
More expensive ($24 to about $45) than com- 
pressed air sprayers. 


Trombone or Slide Sprayers 

Pumps with an easy slide motion. The 
smooth, double-action pump works on both in 
and out strokes. May come attached to a 1/2 
gallon glass jar or five feet of hose which 
dips into a barrel or pail. Buy a type with 
specially treated, rust-resistant metal. The pump 
discharges a continuous spray at pressures up 
to about 180 pounds. 

Advantages: 1. Rather inexpensive ($7.50 to 
about $12). 2. Good pressure. 3. Spray carries 
good distance. 

Disadvantages: 1. Slide may become sticky. 
2. Must lift up and put down in bucket as 
you move about (if not equipped with glass 
container). 3. Tiring if spraying for long period. 

Bucket Pumps 

Small, powerful brass pumps of the plunger- 
type that develop 100 to 250 pounds pressure. 
May come equipped with a bucket. Most types 
now produce a continuous, high pressure with 
a fine spray or solid stream. A foot rest or 
bracket supports the pump. Bucket pumps 
have the same general uses as compressed 
air and knapsack sprayers. Spraying is easier 
with two people: one spraying and the other 
manning the bucket and pumping the spray 
handle. 

Advantages: 1. Inexpensive ($9 to $14). 2. 
Easy to operate. 3. Continuous, high pressure. 
4. Spray carries good distance. 

Disadvantages: 1. Bucket and pump must be 
set down to operate. 2. Equipment has to be 
carried from place to place. 3. Even rhythmic 
pumping needed (best to have two men). 4. 
Refilling necessary at frequent intervals. 

Wheelbarrow, Cart and Barrel 
Sprayers 
(7 to 50 gallons) 

These sprayers have similar but generally 
larger and more powerful pumps than the 
bucket type. Greater spray volume and pres- 
sure (up to 250 pounds) often result in superior 
results. These machines are made in a variety 
of designs mounted on various types of frames 
(wheelbarrow, horizontal or vertical cart) with 
2, 3 or 4 wheels. Barrel pumps can be used 
with any barrel or drum and can be mounted 
easily on a truck or trailer. Types are available 
for large gardens and small orchards or green- 
houses. 

Advantages: Same as for bucket type—plus 1. 
Easy transport. 2. Large spray volume and 
greater pressures. 3. Suitable for spraying larger 
areas. 4. Can cover large shrubs and small 
trees—especially with added extension rods. 
5. Agitator. 


(Please turn to page 49) 


Bellows type hand duster. 

Plunger type hand duster (with extension 

nozzle). 

15-gallon power sprayer. 

Wheelbarrow sprayer, hand operated. 

Four-gallon compressed air sprayer, car- 

ried over the shoulder. 

10-gallon power sprayer gets around eas- 

ily in small areas. 

Knapsack sprayer, worn on the back. 

Slide or trombone pump sprayer. The hose 

dips into a pail. 

10-gallon power sprayer delivers three 

gallons per minute at 60 pounds pressure. 

. An engine powered duster designed to be 
carried on the back. 

. Crank-type hand duster delivers a steady 

cloud of dust. 
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by Frank A. Bartonek, Missouri 


Is THIS YOUR YEAR to buy a new 
power lawn mower? 

Whether it’s your first mower, or a 
replacement, this article has some tips 
to help you when you go shopping 
for your new mower. 


Although your power lawn mower 


is your biggest lawn care investment, 
its worth the cost in the efficient 
way it will serve you, and the time 
and the work it will save for you. 
With care, your new mower will give 
you several years of 
service. 


trouble-free 


Power mowing came into its own 
shortly after World War II, and in 
just those few years, the power equip- 
ment field has grown tremendously 
and become intensely competitive. 

You probably have noticed the ex- 
treme variations in price on mowers. 
Why does one 18-inch power mower 
sell for $69.50, while another sells 
for $109.50 or even more? At this 
point, we'll merely say that you'll get 
about what you pay for. 

When you shop for your mower, 


The welded steel guard underneath this rotary 
blade is an important safety advance, does not 
interfere with performance. 


The power handle idea lets you use the same engine 
on more than one tool—as here on a tiller or a rotary 
mower. 


you'll hear so many different sales 
stories that you'll probably wonder 
whose story to believe! 

Although there are over 250 power 
equipment manufacturers, about a 
dozen produce about 80 per cent of 
the total equipment output. Some of 
the so-called manufacturers are 
actually ‘“‘assembly shops.” They buy 
the parts from the mower parts manu- 
facturers and assemble the mower, 
selling it as best they can. 

The major manufacturers pride 
themselves on the equipment they pro- 
duce, and the safety, convenience and 
efficiency they build into their prod- 
uct. Some of these makers maintain 
extensive research and field testing de- 
partments where changes and new 
ideas are given rigorous tests before 
they are incorporated into the manu- 
facturers’ equipment. 

In order to meet the price compe- 
tition, most of the major manufac- 
turers have added “specials” under 
their own brand name to give the 
price conscious customer a satisfac- 


Lawn mowing attachments are available for many 
tractors or tillers—enable you to use the same 
engine for more than one chore. 


tory mower under a reliable brand 
name. 


What Size and Type? 


First of all, determine the size and 
type of equipment that is most suit- 
able for your lawn. Do you have a 
small city lot where a small sized 
mower is adequate? Or do you have 
a large lot and need a riding mower? 
If you have other lawn and garden 
jobs and are an enthusiastic gardener, 
you'll want to consider the riding 
power unit which, with attachments, 
will do many of your lawn and gar- 
dening jobs, or the versatile mower- 
tiller combinations. 

If you like the close cutting ability 
of the hand mower, consider the reel- 
type mower, which gives a_ short, 
smooth, even cut. Rotary mowers are 
adjustable to higher cuts, if you prefer 
the one to three-inch cutting heights. 


New Features for 1958 


Last fall I attended the two major 
garden supply trade shows at which 
Work becomes play when the power sulky takes 
over. It provides the push or pull for lawn 


mower, fertilizer spreader, roller, aerator, and 
many other tools. 
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the new lines of power equipment 
for 1958 were shown to dealers and 
distributors. 

In some cases, a new color combi- 
nation or a new convenience feature 
was the manufacturer’s offering for 
1958. Many increased the size of their 
line by adding new models. 


Why Didn’t They 
Think of This Before? 


That’s the question that many asked 
when they saw the safety guard on 
the rotary mowers offered by one 
major manufacturer. This new safety 
device is a welded metal lattice al- 
most entirely covering the rotary 
blade. The position of the steel rods 
makes it impossible for a person’s 
feet to slip under the housing and 
touch the blade. The safety feature 
does not interfere with efficient grass 
cutting. It is easily removable for 
blade replacement. 

Since mower accidents do some- 
times occur this new safety feature 
is regarded as a major contribution 
to safer power lawn mowing. The 
safety guard is offered by only one 
brand in 1958. The manufacturer 
will offer the patented feature to 
other producers on a royalty basis 
next year. 

Another brand offered amazingly 
easy maneuverability. It will literally 
“turn on a dime” to cut closely around 
trees or other obstacles. Two wheels 
of the three wheeled mower are on 
swivels for easy manuevering. 

Several manufacturers offer a 
handle-mounted lever that combines 
choke, throttle and ignition in one 
lever. 


Another brand has a foot lever for 
easy starts, with speed, choke and 


shut-off in a handle-mounted control 
lever. 


If you have a serviceable rotary 
mower, you can now buy a powered 
riding sulky that makes a riding 
mower out of almost any rotary 
mower. 


For the past few seasons, several 
manufacturers have offered a power 
unit mounted in a handle that can be 
attached quickly to several different 
pieces of equipment. This unit can 
be used with a mower, tiller, snow 
plow or other lawn and gardening 
equipment. Although the cost of a 
single piece of equipment and the 
power handle will cost about $20 
more than the fixed engine equip- 
ment, you'll save $20 to $50 on each 
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piece of other equipment you buy 
later on which you can use the power 
handle. 

Another feature on several mowers 
overcomes an objection voiced by 
many owners of rotary power mowers. 
It’s height adjustment. On older 
models, and even a few current 
models, it is necessary to remove the 
wheels to adjust the cutting height. 
Now many mowers offer easy cutting 
height adjustment from one to three 
inches in %-inch increments. 

Many units now offer side or front 
discharge chutes through which the 
cut grass is ejected. This feature will 
prevent most, if not all, of the ob- 
jectionable clogging or matting of the 
grass. This is a very desirable feature, 
and one you'll appreciate on your new 
mower. 

Easier starting is another feature 
added to many mowers. If you dis- 
like the rope starters or must avoid 
them because of health reasons, you'll 
appreciate the electric plug-in starters 
offered on some brands. There’s even 
an electric starting unit which can 
be added to most present mowers. 


W hat to Buy, Where to Buy It 


It’s well worth shopping and com- 
paring to find the mower that will 
have the features you want, in the 
size you need to give you efficient, 
economical service for years to come. 

First, we suggest that you buy your 


mower from an established, repu- 
table dealer, preferably one for whom 
power mowers are a major line 
rather than a quick profit sideline. 
The reputable dealer will guarantee 
the equipment he sells. He may offer 
credit terms if you want or need 
them. He will advise you on the unit 
that will best suit your needs. (He 
may even offer a free home trial!) 
This dealer may also consider your 
old mower as a trade-in on the new 
equipment. 

Be sure that the mower you buy 
is backed by at least a 90-day war- 
ranty covering manufacturing defects. 
Objections V oiced by Consumers 

Manufacturers have learned that 
the following objections are those 
most frequently voiced by 
mower owners. 

1. Decks or housings that break, 

bend, shatter or rust. 

2. Troublesome method of chang- 

ing the height adjustment. 

. Engine does not have enough 
power. 

. The mower tears or whips the 
grass, rather than cutting it off 
evenly. 

5. The mower drops clumps of 

grass on the lawn. 

In a field as highly competitive as 
that of power equipment, power 
mowers are sold in many outlets. In 
some of these price is shouted far 


rotary 


(Please turn to page 50) 


Lawn mower of the future? Well, maybe. This test model provides the ultimate in push- 


button lawn mowing comfort. 


The air conditioned or heated plastic bubble compartment 


protects you from wind and weather; built-in refrigerator keeps refreshments cool. Two- 
way radio keeps you in touch with home or office. It is an experimental design not yet 


for sale. 








? 
Plant five or six kernels to each hill spaced 24 inches 


apart in all directions. Place each seed so that the 
stalks will have ample room in which to develop. 




















When plants are about 12 
inches tall, thin out to 
stand three, and not more 
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than four, to a hill. Leave 
only the strongest. Thinning 
is accomplished by pulling 
out the undesired plants— 
roots and all. 
























































Hilling is vital to the welfare of 
corn. Take dirt only from the 
center of the aisle so that the 
> surface roots are not damaged. 
It is best to do this work after a 
rain when the soil is easy to 
manage. 

























































The final results — large, 
filled ears of ‘Carmelcross’ 
—80 day variety. This was 
the third of four varieties 
to mature in our garden. ' f 
The fourth, to the right, \ + 
‘Country Gentleman’ (92 .¥ te 
} days) was even larger and * 
more delicious. 













































































Delicious Sweet Corn 


by Betty Brinhart 


Most GARDENERS, while planting sweet corn in the 
spring, have mouth-watering visions of platters filled 
with large, piping-hot ears oozing with butter, and 
waiting to be enjoyed. 

It is a shame that more of these wonderful daydreams 
do not come true. Too often the rows of kernels are far 
spaced, rendering the ear unsightly and unappetizing. 
Or, perhaps, only half of the kernels on each ear develop. 
And, instead of eight or nine-inch ears on the later 
varieties, the ears are scrubby three or four-inch affairs. 
Then too, just one variety is planted in one annual 
planting. This causes the sweet corn season to be too 
short—and leaves the family still wishing for more fresh 
roasting ears. 

All of these problems in sweet corn growing can 
easily be solved with results of large, delicious ears every 
season. The secret lies in knowing what varieties to 
choose, and how best to plant, fertilize and cultivate 
them. 






Throughout Mid-America sweet corn can be grown 
at its best. Consult the chart for the recommended early, 
midseason and late varieties for your state. Plant at 
least one of each so that you may enjoy sweet corn all 
summer long. 


Soils Best for Culture 

Any garden soil rich in organic matter is excellent 
for sweet corn. The plot should be well drained and 
easy to work. If the soil lacks organic material and packs 
hard after every rain, aged barnyard manure, compost, 
or green manures may be added. Sheep or chicken 
manure is also good to use. Acid phosphate should be 
added if any type of manure is turned in. Since sweet 
corn makes such wonderful use of manures, acid phos- 
phate will aid in releasing the plant nutrients in the 
manure, thus greatly increasing the size and yield of the 
corn. 

Planting 


Before planting, consult the chart for the correct 
planting date in your area. Sometimes, however, weather 
conditions cause these dates to vary. The best guide 
here is the old Indian sign—‘‘When leaves of the white 
oak are the size of a squirrel’s ear, it is time to 
plant corn.” 

For best results, plow the plot deep before planting, 
and turn in any garden refuse, manure, compost, or 
green manures that are handy. Break up all clumps of 
earth, and rake smooth. If the soil is acid, add a rea- 
sonable amount of limestone. A fertilizer high in phos- 
phorus, like a 4-12-4 or a 2-12-4, is best for corn. 
Broadcast the required amount over the entire plot, then 
rake it in well. 

For an added boost, put a handful of the same ferti- 
lizer into each corn hill along with one of compost or 
crumbled manure. Mix well with the soil, cover with 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 


an inch of dirt, then plant five or six kernels to each 
hill. Cover with an inch of soil, then firm with the foot. 

If planting more than one variety at a time, plant 
each kind in a block instead of in one continuous row. 
Pollination takes place better this way and results in 
sound ears. Place hills 24 inches in all directions. If 
space is limited, the hills may be closer in rows, but 
don’t cut down on the space between rows. At least 
24 inches is needed for good cultivation. When corn 
is 12 inches high, thin out to stand three or four to a hill. 

Cultivation 

Control weeds by scraping the surface with a hoe. 
Never go any deeper than two inches near the plants 
as corn roots are very close to the surface. If these feeder 
roots are injured, production is greatly hampered. After 
thinning, hill each row to provide support, and to kill 
grass between stalks. No other cultivation will be neces- 
sary for the rest of the season. 

It is a good idea to dispose of all grass clippings, 
weeds from trimming, and other organic refuse by 
mulching the aisles between the rows of corn with it. 
This mulch will not only keep the roots cool and moist, 
but will gradually decay, adding fertility to your soil. 

Corn Ear Worm 

The corn ear worm is the same varmint that we know 
as the tomato fruit worm. To avoid the devastations 
of this worm, apply a DDT spray two or three days 
after silks appear, but before they wilt. For a small 
quantity mix 4 pint ready-made emulsifiable DDT 
solution with 34 pint white mineral oil (buy at drug- 
store), add water to make one gallon. Shake in covered 
container until the mixture is uniformly white. With a 
small atomizer, spray just enough to wet the silks. 

Harvesting 

Sweet corn should be harvested when the silk is 
brown, and there is still milk in the kernels. For best 
flavor, do not break from the stalk until ready to cook. 
If more ears mature than can be taken care of, harvest 
and allow to remain in their jackets in a cool place 
until needed. 


STATE 
Alabama 


Arkansas 


Colorado 


Indiana 


lowa 


Kansas 


VARIETIES 


In Baldwin County—Golden Secu- 
rity, Bantam Evergreen Hybrid. 
Other Sections—Golden Cross Ban- 
tam, White Cross Bantam, Aristo- 
gold Bantam No. 1, Tristate, Gold- 
en Grain, Silver Cross Bantam, 
Sweet and Gold, Huron, Calumet. 
Carmelcross, Marcross, Aristogold, 
Bantam Evergreen, Oto, Golden 
Cross Bantam, loana. 
Early—Golden Rocket, Marcross 
C6 x C13, Carmelcross, North Star 
—early, Seneca—early. 
Midseason—Golden Cross Bantam, 
Golden Bounty, Golden Security, 
lochief, Flagship. 

Early—Golden Beauty, Marcross, 
Yellow Gold Rush, Carmelcross, 
Northern Cross. 

Midseason—F. M. Cross, Golden 
Cross Bantam, loana, Tendermost, 
lochief, Victory Golden, Golden 
Security, Seneca Chief. 

Late White—Country Gentleman, 
Illinois 13-90, Stowell’s Evergreen 
Hybrid—14 x 13 x 11. 


Early—Seneca Dawn, North Star. 
Midseason—Carmelcross, Victory 
Golden, Huron, Hoosier Gold, 
Golden Cross Bantam. 
Late—Sweet White, Stowell’s 
Evergreen Hybrid. 

Early—Golden Bantam. 
Midseason—Country Gentleman, 
Evergreen. 

Early—Marcross, Hoosier Gold. 
Midseason—Aristogold, Bantam 
Evergreen, Golden Security, Calu- 
met, Golden Cross. 
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PLANTING DATES 


Southern part—late Feb. 
to early March. 

Northern part—March 15 
to April 15. 

Central part—falling in 
between. 


March 15 to August 1. 


From late April to early 
July. The bulk of plant- 
ing should be in May. 


April 30 to July 5. 


Planting dates vary ac- 
cording to last frost. In 
central Indiana—May 1 to 
July 10. 


April 25 to July 10. 


March 20 to April 15 for 
southern Kansas. April 20 
to May 1 for northern 
tier of counties. 


STATE 
Kentucky 


Louisiana 


Michigan 


Minnesota 


Mississippi 


Missouri 


Montana 


Nebraska 


New Mexico 
New York 


North Dakota 


Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 


South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Texas 
Virginia 


West Virginia 


Wisconsin 


VARIETIES 


Early—Carmelcross. 
Midseason—Golden Security. 


Aristogold, Bantam Evergreen. 


Early—North Star. 

2nd Early—Carmelcross, Northern 
Cross, Marcross, Tendergold. 
Main Crop—Golden Cross Bantam, 
lochief, losquaw, Seneca Chief, 
Tendermost, Victory Golden, F-M 
Cross. 


Early—Morning Star, Sugar King, 
Early Hybrid Blend, New Earli- 
gold, Early Hybrid. 
Midseason—Gold Rush, Sugar and 
Gold. 

Late—Golden Security. 
Aristogold, Bantam Evergreen, 
Tempo, Victor Chief. 


Early—Gold Rush. 
Midseason—Golden Cross Bantam, 
loana. 

Late—Aristogold, Bantam Ever- 
green. White Varieties (Hybrid)— 
Stowell’s Evergreen Hybrid, Sil- 
ver Cross Bantam. 

North Star, Gold Mine, Sun Up, 
Earliest Market King, Seneca 
Golden, Marcross, Ferry-Morse 
Hybrid. 

Early—North Star, Seneca. 
Midseason — Tendermost, Calumet, 
Golden Freezer, Golden Yield, 
Golden Security, Tempo. 

Special Varieties—Golden Sirloin, 
Golden Cross Bantam, lochief. 
Golden Bantam, Golden Cross 
Bantam, lochief, Golden Grain. 
Early—North Star, Golden Beauty. 
2nd Early—Carmelcross, Northern 
Cross, F-M Cross. 
Midseason—Golden Security, Vic- 
tory Golden, Golden Cross, loana, 
lochief, Calumet, Seneca Chief. 
Early—Miniature Golden Rocket, 
Washington, North Star. 
Midseason—Earligold, Golden Ban- 
tam, Sunshine, Golden Beauty. 
Late—Golden Cross Bantam. 
Early—Seneca Dawn, Hoosier 
Gold, F-M Cross. 
Midseason—Golden Cross Bantam, 
Seneca Chief, Tendermost, Golden 
Security. 

late—Narrow Grain Evergreen 
(white), Cogent Hybrid (white). 
Golden Cross Bantam, Calumet, 
Gold Rush, Country Gentleman, 
Golden Bantam. 


Early—Sugar and Gold, Seneca 
Dawn, Marcross, North Star, 
Golden Beauty, Golden Jewel, 
Carmelcross. 

Midseason—Lincoln, Hoosier Gold, 
Seneca Chief, Asgrow Golden 25 
(new). 

Late—Golden Cross Bantam, lo- 
chief, Tendermost, Calumet. 


Early—Miniature Golden Rocket, 
Seneca, North Star, Washington. 
Midseason—Tendermost, Earligold, 
Golden Beauty, Golden Bantam. 
late—Golden Cross Bantam. 
Early—Carmelcross, North Star, 
Seneca Dawn. 
Midseason—Golden Security, 
Golden Cross Bantam, Tendermost. 
late—Narrow Grain Evergreen 
(white). 

Aristogold, Bantam Evergreen, 
Calumet, loana. 

Golden Cross Bantam, lochief, lo- 
ana, Stowell’s Evergreen Hybrid. 


North Star, Golden Beauty, Gold 
Rush, Carmelcross, Golden Cross 
Bantam, lochief. 


Early—Improved Spancross, Sen- 
eca Dawn, Sun Up, Golden Rocket, 
North Star, Marcross, Our Choice. 
2nd Early—Golden Beauty, Im- 
proved Carmelcross, Gold Rush. 
Late—Golden Cross Bantam, lo- 
chief, Wisconsin Golden 900, Wis- 
consin Golden 950. 

For altitudes between 6,000 and 
7,000 feet—Golden Gem, Picka- 
ninny. 

At 6,000 feet—Golden Cross Ban- 
tam, Golden Bantam. 

Between 4,500 and 6,000 feet— 
Early Golden Sweet, Sunshine, 
Golden Early Market. 

Below 4.500 feet—Stowell’s Ever- 
green, Country Gentleman. 


PLANTING DATES 


April 15—west Kentucky. 
April 25—Kentucky in 
general. 

February 15 to March 15. 


After all danger of frost 
is past. Plantings of early 
varieties may be risked 
three to four weeks be- 
fore if frost protection 
is offered. Main crop 85 
days before fall frost. 


May 10 to July 1. 


Central part—May 18. 
Further north—a little lat- 
er. Further south—a little 
earlier. 
[tem 15 to Aug. 
5 


Central—April 15 to Aug. 


North—April 28 to July 
28. 


May 1 to June 15, de- 
pending on late frosts 
and on altitude. 


Varies with altitude. 
East—early corn—May 1. 
West—early corn—May 30. 
East—late corn—July 1. 
West—late corn—June 15. 


April 15 to July 25. 


May 16 to June 30 de- 
pending on last spring 
frost and fall frost. 


May 15 to June 10. Aver- 
age date May 25. 


April 20 to July 1. 


February 1 to April 1. 


Early—May 1 to June 1. 
Late—May 1 to July 1. 


May 5 to June 15. 


April 10 to July 15. 


Plant after last killing 
frost. 

East—April 15 to July 15. 
West—May 1! to July 15. 
April 15—Ohio River 
Valley. 

June 1—Higher altitudes 
*depending ona last frost. 


May. 10 to Jurie TO. 


After last killing frost at 
each altitude. 


NOTE: Some states, because of extreme differences in altitudes within 
their borders, have not listed early, midseason, or late varieties. They 
have just mentioned those varieties that will grow in the state. 





A SMALL GARDEN POOL 


WHAT GARDENER doesn’t have a prob- 
lem spot in his garden? With us it is 
the entire garden. You see, we're in 
the process of landscaping a new home. 
Having gardened on clay as stiff as 
cement, we made certain this new 
home would be built on easily tilled 
soil. So—sandy loam it is, but you 
can’t have everything. Our new land 
had not a single tree or shrub to add 
interest—and it does take a long time 
to get them going. Meanwhile, we’re 
concentrating on things of interest 
that can take the sun. 

To date we've found the easiest 
to care for and most talked about 
nook in our newly made garden is 
our pool garden. It seems that some 
type of pool can be added to almost 
any garden and the flowering plants 
growing in the water thrive in full 
sun. 

Our pool is pretty, but certainly no 
budget breaker. We purchased two 
five-foot bathtubs from a wrecking 
company. The total cost, delivered, 
was $15. The tubs are one-foot five 
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— made from a bathtub! 


by Archie Schulz, Minnesota 


inches deep. For sinking them we dug 
out two holes 5% feet long, three 
feet wide, 25 inches deep. Our soil 
is sandy, but we added an inch layer 
of coarse gravel as fill at the bottom 
of the excavation and along the sides 
of the “pit.” If your soil is clay, you 
might have to increase this gravel fill 
to as much as eight or 12 inches. 

After digging the holes and placing 
the fill, we lowered the tubs into the 
excavations with the rim of each tub 
extending three inches above the 
ground level. To add a good looking 
finish we laid flag stone around the 
tubs. You might prefer plain rock 
or perhaps brick. We used cement to 
make the flag stones adhere. If you 
don’t bind them with cement, weeds 
soon appear between the cracks. 

The tubs are end to end with flag 
stone between them. This makes ten 
feet of pool-planting area. Our first 
foundation planting was creeping 
phlox wedged into the irregularities 
formed by the jutting stone edges. 
We rely on clumps of lacy white 
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alyssum and rich blue lobelia to give 
the pool edge summer and into fall 
color. Planted close to it, too, are 
yellow daylilies, ‘Bonner Charm’ and 
‘Mafiana’ and pink-flowered ‘Pink 
Dream.’ 


What to Plant 


In the pool we grow day-blooming 
waterlilies—one plant to a tub. We’re 
happy with our first choice of ‘Ameri- 
can Beauty, rosy-pink, and white- 
flowered ‘Daisy.’ Water hyacinths, 
reasonably priced (sometimes two to 
four for a dollar), easy to grow, and 
pretty to look at add a “blue” note. 
Several sprigs of frilly green parrot’s 
feather make another pretty addition 
to the water garden. 

You might choose to make your 
pool by digging it out to a depth of 
three and one-half feet adding fill 
and then cementing the pool. Or you 
may want to go in for something of 
the simplest type —a washtub sunk 
into the garden..No matter what your 
choice you'll find exciting things to 
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‘H. C. Haarstick,’ a night flowering beauty. 


grow in your garden pool and you'll 
find too that a pool of any size adds 
real character to your garden. 

Those who grow and breed water- 
lilies tell us that for maximum display 
each waterlily should be allowed about 
four square feet of water space. 

You can buy your first waterlilies 
potted as we did, or you may want to 
rely on your own planting. If so, here’s 
how: plant the lilies in a pot or box 
so they have root space about 12 
inches wide and six inches deep. Those 
we grew the first year came planted 
in eight inch pots. To us the blossoms 
were beautiful, but an expert would 
have said, “You'd get bigger blossoms 


if you gave the roots more stretching 
room.” Now our lilies are planted in 


wooden boxes which are about 12 
inches wide and six inches deep. The 
growing soil is a mixture of three- 
fourths garden soil and one-fourth 
rotted cow manure. 

Tropical waterlilies grow from small 
bulbs; hardy ones from elongated root- 
stocks. Plant the bulbs so the crown is 
slightly above the soil. Hardy lilies 
should be planted horizontally. 

Do not plant lilies until they are 
ready to be submerged into the pool. 
Fill the pool about half full of water 
about a day before you are planning 
on planting. This is to warm the water. 
After planting, the lilies should be 
placed in the pool. Don’t fill the pool 
completely. The lilies should have no 
more than six inches of water above 
their crowns. As leaves stretch out, 
gradually fill the pool. If the water 
is cloudy from the fertilizer in the 
soil, drain the pool and start .over 
again. With us, draining the pool is 
easy. We pull the plug, and presto! 
It’s drained. 

Tropical waterlilies shouldn’t be 
placed in the garden pool until the 
outdoor temperature is about 70 
degrees. Here in Minnesota that means 
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‘White Pygmy,’ a miniature, for tub gardens. 


some time after Memorial Day. The 
hardy types can be set out anytime 
after temperatures reach the high 50’s. 


Waterlily Pests 

Aphids are about the only pests that 
bother waterlilies. If your pool harbors 
only plant life (no gold or tropical 
fish), spray the infested lilies with 
any of the recommended aphid killers. 
If you have fish in the pool, rid the 
lilies of aphids with the forceful spray 
from the garden hose. To date (and 
I’ve my fingers crossed) nothing has 
bothered our lilies. With the tropical 
fish, however, it’s a different story. 
We found this little spot an excellent 
place for summering our tropical fish. 
In one pool lived mollies, guppies and 
sword tails; baby bettas fattened up 
in the other pool. One day we realized 
that our fish population was shrinking. 
Close examination showed us that 
perched on a waterlily leaf was a 
medium-sized snake. He’d stick out his 
red tongue and quick as a wink he'd 
gobble up an unsuspecting fish. (This 
summer we'd like again to give the 
fishes the benefit of a sojourn in the 
pools. If any readers keep tropical 
fish, and have run into the same prob- 
lem, let us know how you solved it. 
I wonder if other gardeners have 
thought as I did that waterlilies need 
running water, or perhaps one of those 
fancy spray-fountain affairs for good 
growth. Waterlilies are easy to please 
and they grow best in still water. 


Winter Protection 

If you grow the hardy kinds, store 
them by draining the pool. With the 
added protection of boards over the 
pool and a four-inch layer of straw 
over the boards they'll survive almost 
any amount of cold. With tropical 
waterlilies storage is more difficult. 
Winter, if possible, in a 50-degree 
spot. Here they can be left in their 


‘St. Louis,’ a yellow hybrid tropical water lily. 


pots or boxes. We have no basement, 
so we remove the plants from their 
containers with an earth ball still 
clinging to them. The plants are dried 
in a cool corner for about a month. 
After “hardening off’ we wash the 
soil away from the roots and carefully 
remove the little tubers clinging to 
the rootstocks. These are stored in 
damp sand and wintered in the green- 
house. In early spring we take the 
tubers out and start them much as we 
do tuberous begonias or gloxinias—on 
any dampened medium such as sand, 
moss or vermiculite. When growth 
shows, we pot them in rich soil and 
later remove them to the outdoor 
garden. 


You can purchase unnamed water- 
lilies for $1.50 and up; named varieties 
start at about $2.50 per plant with 
newer ones falling into the $5.00 class. 
Here are a few varieties 
ites of 


some favor- 
others favorites of my 
pool-gardening neighbors: ‘Peach- 
blow’ peach-tinted pink; yellow ‘Star,’ 
‘Sunbeam,’ and ‘African Gold.’ In the 
blue tones, ‘Baghdad’ and ‘Midnight.’ 
Nightblooming whites ‘Juno’ and ‘Mis- 
souri’ put on a pretty show after the 
sun goes down. 


ours, 


If you don’t want to go in for 
lilies, you can grow other exciting 
plants such as cattails, double flower- 
ing umbrella plant, water 
morning glory and water poppy. If 


your local greenhouse doesn’t carry 


arrow, 


these things, try your local pet store 

or order from specialized dealers. 
The Botanical Gardens, 

St. Louis, Missouri is carrying on an 


Missouri 


extensive research and breeding pro- 
gram on miniature as well as othe: 
types of waterlilies. Before long we 
can buy the little ones in all shapes 
and colors. Easy to obtain are the 
older miniatures, ‘Yellow Pygmy’ and 
‘White Pygmy.’ 
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Basket Beauty 


by Mrs. Louis Amer, Ohio 





THERE IS FASCINATION in baskets, 
and flower arrangers find them com- 
pletely satisfactory as containers. A 
certain charm and beauty is con- 
tributed in the illustration through the 
use of a white wire basket. This 
basket is of an ancient vintage, has a 
lacy quality, perfect for fine flowers. 

The dominant flower is ‘Poeticus’ 
a single white daffodil with a ruffly 
yellow center tinged with red. It is 
surprising to find such a delicate and 
lovely flower blooming in such ordi- 
nary places as fence corners, at the 
base of walls, under trees and out of 
the way crevices. 

Andromeda blooms make _ strong 
line material with the daffodils and 
its fluffy blossoms contribute airiness. 
Blue grape hyacinths bunched to- 
gether and used low in the design 
give a pleasing contrast. 

The material is placed forward in 
the basket, from the top of the handle 
to the lower edge, revealing the dis- 
tinctive outline of the basket that is 
so important to the beauty of the de- 
sign. A dish of water with a needle 
point holder supports the stems, and 
keeps them fresh. 

The material is hardy and needs to 
stand in water for just a few hours 
before being in 
work. 

This versatile arrangement will at- 
tract attention wherever it is placed. 
Any similar summer or fall flowers 
will give much the same effect. 





























used arrangement 


1. Daffodil ‘Poeticus’ 
2. Grape Hyacinths ¢ 
3. Andromeda 
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VERSATILE, FLORIFEROUS, winter 
hardy and dependable all describe the 
new dwarf hardy asters. If this pe- 
rennial is still a stranger in your gar- 
den, the reason is probably that you 
remember the old-fashioned type that 
grew like a shrub sometimes to six 
feet, lost all its leaves half way up the 
sterfhs and then would get so top 
heavy no stake would hold it. All 
these unpleasant memories can now 
be forgotten and replaced with the 
modern version of the hardy aster. 

As the dwarf types make compact 
little bushes ranging from six to 18 
inches, their uses in the landscape are 
innumerable. Although the purpose of 
each plant is to add color to the early 
fall garden, the deep green of the 
foliage is an asset to the border all 
summer long. Besides being attrac- 
tive, they also can be made to perform 
duties toward the appearance of the 
garden. A small shoot planted in 
front of a clump of blooming spring 
bulbs in no time hides the unsight- 
liness of the bulbs’ dying foliage. This 
is true also of Oriental poppies and 
Madonna lilies which leave barren 
spaces after their early summer show. 
As I have clumps of tulips planted 
in zigzag formation five feet in, from 
the front of my border, so too I have 


the new look 


in Hardy Asters 


by Pat Shedesky, Wisconsin 





dwarf hardy asters scattered strategi- 
cally among them to do the cover-up 
job when the spring show is finished. 
By planting six inches apart, the 
dwarfest varieties such as ‘Little Blue 
Boy’ (six inches) can be used to form 
dense little hedges around the garden 
or along walks and drives. 

Thanks to the compactness of their 
growth, dwarf asters can also be ef- 
fectively used in pots or window 
boxes. Potted plants can also be used 
to fill in bare spots left by June flow- 
ering biennials or late in the summer 
when straggly annuals are pulled up. 


When to Transplant 


If there are plants to be moved or 
potted, this is best done before they 
get too large. The smaller the plant, 
the quicker it will re-establish itself. 
I have moved plants in bloom, how- 
ever, and if given shade (an in- 
verted cardboard box) and plenty of 
water for three or four days, they 
suffered no setback. A plant dug for 
potting can easily be cared for by 
carrying pot and all to a shady place 
for a few days. 

Plants moved late in the season are 
in danger. Time before winter is too 
short for them to anchor themselves 
firmly in their new position and they 


Here are four dwarf hardy asters you'd be smart to include in your spring planting for not to 
be beaten fall color: left to right, ‘Little Blue Boy,’ ‘Pink Bouquet,’ ‘White Fairy,’ ‘Lavender Mist.’ 
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‘Snowball’ 
may very easily be heaved out of the 
ground during fluctuating weather 
causing the roots to dry, killing the 
plant. Therefore, if you have only one 
plant of a certain variety, leave it 
where it is until the following spring 
when it will give you many plants 
to experiment with. 

Hardy asters need no winter pro- 
tection. That perhaps is one of their 
most likable characteristics. With the 
dwarf asters there is no worrying 
whether they will survive or not. They 
always come through. 

The amount of new shoots you will 
find in spring from a single planting 
the year before is phenomenal. Al- 
though division can be put off for two 
or three years, the plant will be taller 
than the previous year. So, if height 
is important where they are planted, 
it is best to divide each spring. 

If you have no need for extra 
plants, simply keep only three or four 
of the strongest shoots along the out- 
side of the clump and remove the rest. 
But if you want as many plants as 
possible, dig up the plant and pull 
each shoot free of the clump, dis- 
carding the center portion. Divisions 
consisting of two or three shoots can 
be taken for a greater display, but a 
single division will make a sizable 
plant large enough for the average 
space provided for. 

If you find you have more plants 
than you can find spaces for, put the 
rest in an out of the way place (in the 
sun), such as the vegetable garden, or 
around the compost pile. Better still, 
acquaint your friends with these asters 
by giving them a few divisions. Keep 
a few handy to move into those late 
summer vacancies. 


No Seedling Trouble 


Although fertilizing is not neces- 
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You'll want several pairs 
of the new multi-color 


design SOFT TOUCH 


gloves. They’re so smart- | 


ly styled and practica! 
that you'll never again 
use ugly, clumsy gloves. 
One size fits almost 
everyone. Washable — 
satisfaction guaranteed. 
Pastel Colors: 
blue, and yellow with 
harmonizing multi-color 
back. 


FOR HOUSEHOLD USE If your dealer cannot 

supply you, order direct 

from us at $1.00 per 

AT BETTER DEALERS pair. Specify color. No 
EVERYWHERE! C.O.D.’s. 


BROOKVILLE GLOVE COMPANY, INC. 


BROOKVILLE, PA. 


See in your own garden the absolute perfection 
of the gorgeous new lilies. For $1.00 we will 
send you postpaid in OCTOBER two flowering 
size bulbs—one, the famous DeGraaff Olympic 
Hybrid, the other, his lovely Golden Chalice 
Hybrid—two truly outstanding fine lilies. Too, 
we will mail to you at once, at no extra cost, 
a copy of the new 1958 catalog (see below). 


THE WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages profusely illustrated in color, offering 
over 200 fascinating varieties of lilies, many 
new for ‘58, also twelve kinds of Hardy Cycla- 
men, special lily food and several unusual plant 
specialties. Truly, it’s a cultural handbook, in- 
valuable to every real gardener. To obtain the 
catalog ONLY, please be sure to send 25c coin 


or stamps. 
ORDER 


FREE 22: 


For EARLY ORDERS, sent in AT ONCE for the 
above $1.00 special, we will also mail you, ab- 
solutely FREE, one bulb of DeGraaff's lovely 
new lemon-yellow lily, Prosperity. This is one 
of the finest of his Mid-Century Hybrids, cata- 
loged at well over $1.00 each. We send it post- 
paid to all who order the $1.00 Special NOW. 


ROMAINE B. WARE—Lilies 


Specialist since 1927 
Box G 
Canby, Oregon 
For the enclosed $1.00, please mail me in Oc- 
tober, the above described lily bulbs, including 
the FREE bulb of Prosperity. And send the 1958 
catalog at once. 


EARLY 


Nome 
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(Continued from page 31) 
sary when the divisions go into good 
friable garden soil, a handful of 
5-10-5 worked in around the plant 
twice during the growing season helps 
boost it to a larger display. 

There is no need to worry about 
unsightly seedlings springing up 
around each plant in spring as these 
new asters are almost completely 
sterile. However, it is still a good 
practice to cut down the plants after 
flowering to within incnes 
the ground. 

These plants are almost entirely 
pest free. During a rainy, humid spell 
last summer I found mildew on a 
few, but quickly made short work of 
that with a little dusting sulfur ap- 
plied once a week early in the morn- 
ing for two weeks. 

As the flowering period for these 
asters ranges from mid-August to the 
end of October, they can be com- 
bined with annuals as well as the late 
blooming By the 
end of August, most annual edging 
plants have that seedy straggly look 
about them. Low aster plants could 
effectively replace the annual border 
and extend the bloom well into fall. 
A planting of tall yellow marigolds 
bordered by deep blue ‘Canterbury 
Carpet’ (ten inches) would be strik- 
ing. Or try delicate ‘Lavender Mist’ 
(eight inches) surrounding a bed of 
pink and rose zinnias. Asters are also 
the perfect foil for drab spots in the 
chrysanthemum planting. Late bloom- 
ing varieties such as the beautiful 
wisteria blue ‘Bonnie Blue’ (ten 
inches) or the lovely new ‘Rose Sere- 
nade’ (12 inches) which is truly a 
beauty with its large gold center 
cushion surrounded by shimmering 
rose-pink petals, would be a welcome 
sight intermingled with rust and 
copper toned mums. White is always 
a welcome addition to any garden 
and the dwarf hardy aster has that 
too. The finest variety is ‘Snowball’ 
(ten inches). Neat and compact, it 
comes into bloom early in September 
and is a truly outstanding sight well 
into October. 


Some Old Timers 


In welcoming the dwarf asters to 
our modern gardens, let us not en- 
tirely abandon the older tall varieties 
of Grandma’s day. She used them for 
a background in her perennial border 
and for just that purpose they are 
indispensable for our gardens. ‘Har- 


two of 


chrysanthemums. 


rington’s Pink, “The Bishop,’ and 
‘Survivor’ are among the better re- 
liable varieties. Care must be taken 
to place them where their height 
(four to six feet) will not obstruct 
smaller perennials. However, steps 
can be taken to keep them in bounds 
(two and a half to three feet). Pinch- 
ing, such as done with chrysanthe- 
mums, can do wonders in improving 
their appearance. When a_ newly 
planted shoot reaches six inches, pinch 
out the top. Later as side shoots de- 
veloping below the pinch grow to six 
or eight inches, pinch out each of 
their growing tips. Additional pinch- 
ing depends on the role which the 
plant is to play. Whether you train 
the plant to a tall narrow shape or to 
a mound shape, all pinching should 
be discontinued by the first of July 
to allow the plant to produce its buds 
in time for blooming. 

The most frequent complaint of 
the tall aster is its habit of losing 
leaves on the lower half of the plant. 
My remedy for this has been to bring 
the dwarf types to the rescue by using 
them to skirt the bare stems. Whether 
they are used for this purpose or not, 
I have found innumerable ways to 
combine the two into pleasing color- 
amic pictures. Last summer one tall 
‘Survivor’ aster served as backdrop 
for three deep wine phlox which in 
turn were bordered by dwarf ‘Persian 
Rose’ asters. Another lovely sight was 
the deep blue aster ‘Frikarti’ flanked 
by pale lavender delphinium. Border- 
ing this planting was the delightful 
six-inch dwarf ‘Violet Carpet.’ # 


‘Debutante’ illustrates that dwarf asters make 
ideal fall patio plants for pots or tubs. 





NOW, THE SPECTACLE OF THE YEAR! 
aaa ss i 


Stern’s 
fabulous 
RA'NBOW 


A TRIPLE CLOUDBURST OF COLOR THIS SUMMER AND FALL! 

Just to see this magnificent specimen in bloom, its huge Double 
Red, Double White, Double Purple flowers intermixed in a daz- 
zling carnival of color, is an unforgettable thrill! Each lovely 
bloom is up to 3%” across and shaped like a perfect rose, with 
many ruffled petals of exquisite color and texture. They bloom 
in mid-summer when other flowering shrubs fail—bloom, bloom, 
bloom continuously right up till frost, transforming your yard 
into a fairyland of color! 


HARDY, EASY TO GROW! 

Stern’s amazing Rainbow Rose of Sharon is absolutely hardy in 
most areas. Even below zero temperatures won't harm them. 
They require almost no care. Grow more beautiful each succeed- 


ing year! Produce hundreds of glorious Rose of Sharon flowers 
on each tree! 


PLANT ANYWHERE YOU WANT COLOR FROM SUMMER TO FROST! 

Plant directly before a picture window and enjoy this astound- 
ing beauty indoors and out. Use to soften harsh corner lines. 
Plant two, to form a picturesque living gateway to your home. 
Line walks and entrance-way with these exquisite flowering 
shrubs 4-5 ft. apart; or plant 3-4 ft. apart for a glorious rainbow 
hedge! Wherever you plant, you'll enjoy a rainbow of color for 
mee 3 months—from July till October—from midsummer up till 

ost. 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS SUMMER 

Stern’s fabulous Rainbow Rose of Sharon plants are sturdy, 
heavy, 2-3 ft. tall, ready to bloom this very summer. Every one 
will grow into a perfectly shaped bush, leaf out and bloom 
beautifully. You must be delighted or you'll receive free replace- 
ment or money back. 


3.n-1 ROSE o: SHARON 


Have Huge Rose-Like Double 
Flowers-3 DIFFERENT COLORS 
ALL ON ONE BUSH—Blooming In 


Your Garden This Very Summer! 


Just imagine the excitement in your neighborhood 
when you plant Stern’s rare 3-In-1 Rainbow Rose of 
Sharon! This glorious ornamental shrub bursts into 
bloom with an abundance of huge, luxuriant, rose- 
like double flowers in 3 DIFFERENT COLORS AND VARIE- 
tTies—all in bloom at the same time, all on one bush! 


HUGE ROSE-LIKE FLOWERS 
UP TO 3% IN. ACROSS 


RARE! LIMITED QUANTITY—ORDER now! 


Stern’s Heavy Two-Year Old, Blooming Size Plants, 
2-3 Ft. Tall - Guaranteed To Bloom This Summer 
All prices postpaid. Easy planting directions enclosed. 
EACH $3.75 3 FOR$!1O 6FOR $18 10 FOR $29 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM STERN'S BY MAIL ONLY 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER—RESULTS GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK 


-Stern's Nurseries 


ARBOR 120, GENEVA, NEW YORK 
SPECIALISTS IN RARE AND CHOICE TREES, PLANTS & FLOWERS 


eee FOR TRI-COLOR BLOOM THIS SUMMER, SEND TODAY! eee, 
Stern’s Nurseries, Arbor 120, Geneva, New York 
Yes, I want a new garden thrill this summer! Please 
send me Stern’s exciting 3-In-1 Rainbow Rose of Sharon, 
as checked below: 


O £acnw $3.75 J 


Oeéerorsie O 
All prices postpaid. 
Check or Money Order enclosed for Total: $ 


I must be delighted with results, or I'll receive free re- 
placement or my money back. 


O 3 For $10 10 FOR $29 


Name 
Address 
City State___ 
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This picture of Hibiscus Sunset (H. Manihot) was taken as the flowers began to 
close. However the translucent quality of the flower petals can be seen as well as 


the stiff, decorative quality of the leaves. 


Sunset Hibiscus 


by Lula Egan Quinlan, Oklahoma 


Hisiscus MANIHOT, (pronounced 
MAN-e-hot) commonly called Sun- 
set Hibiscus, offers high garden value 
to gardeners in search of a flowering 
plant that will endure the gridiron 
summer environment of Mid-America. 

This hibiscus has been long over- 
looked but it is an amenable beauty, 
nonetheless. If started from seeds in- 
doors during late February, and trans- 
planted outdoors by early April, it 
will make a large plant from three to 
nine feet in height. Flowering begins 
by June with the stems bearing flat, 
pale yellow blossoms with overlapping 
petals, four to nine inches across, with 
purple centers. The petal texture is 
thin, giving an ethereal beauty to the 
flower. By noon the flowers fade. 

The leaves of Manihot are large 
and deeply lobed, something like 
maple leaves. In every stage the plant 
is interesting for its stiff, decorative 


foliage as well as for its bristly seed 
pods that follow later. 

Manihot will winter over in more 
southern areas, although it loses its 
leaves. But it picks up so many nema- 
tode root knots during summer that 
most gardeners use it as a nematode 
trap, pulling it up and burning its 
roots in the fall. In common with 
most mallows, Manihot is a host plant 
to nematodes but blooms anyway, so 
it has value in sandy soils where many 
other plants, not resistant to nema- 
todes, cannot survive. 

Another virtue of Manihot is that 
it will bloom in about six weeks from 
seed if planted as late as July. This 
makes it of value to the dilatory gar- 
dener who can plant Manihot seed 
along with lavender zinnias on the 
fourth of July and have colorful and 
harmonious bloom with little effort 
or later care. 


No matter whey, , lt 


Of the 275 bushes 
I planted ONLY 
275 lived. | am 
very much pleased 
with them. 


Oscar Dell, 
‘Waycross, 
Georgia 





We are thoroughly 
satisfied’ with our 
living fence. Have 
received many 
compliments. 


Mrs. P. A. 
Stevenson, 
St. Louis, 

Missouri 





Thank you ver 

much for suc 

beautiful roses. I 

need 25 more 

plants for a bor- 
der. 

Mrs. H. K. 

Handley, 

Billings, 

New York 





Some of my roses 
are 6 ft. tall—just 
over a year old, 
They are every- 
thing you claim. 


Mrs. Ray 
McManus, 
Arlington, 

exas 


This is June 20tb. 
I planted the bedge 
other’s Day. It 
grown 15 in. 
and is in bud. 


Mrs. H. W. 
Nugent, 
Monroe, 

Michigan 





Greetin gs from 
Red Robin Farm 


From this beautiful val 
thousands of Livin 
year.- My Red Robin ig } 
month after month in thous 
homes (actually, more th 
hundred thousand homes) ; 
climates, in many kinds 
They're beautifying jus 
every kind of home 
homes on city lots and 
country homes right up to 
dollar movie star estates, 
But best of all, | think yoy 
your Living Fence is a happy 
Of the thouscnds of letter; 
preciation | get each yeor 
enjoy most is from an | 
woman in Oregon, who wr 
one of the things she lik 
about the Red Robin Livi 
is that it makes friends oj 
bors. 

I'm so convinced that 
and my Red Robin Living 
were meant for each ¢ 
making you a very special 
\f you'll order now I'l] 
extra plants for promp 
each 10 plants you ord 
an extra plant. For ex 
you order 50 plants (enough 
feet of Living Fence) |'j 
plants . . . enough for on 
tional 7!/2 feet at no added 




































Thonks for letting me tolk 

for these few moments! 
Sincerely 
Ben Ginden 


YOUR QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED ABOUT 
LIVING FENCE P . 


Q. Does your Living Fence 
much trimming? 
A. No. Trim the new gro 
a few times to get thict, 
ppm. Then ee 0 
ice a year will give you 
a e. f helt 
. ow far apart should ii 
planted? 
A. Plant 18" apart for io 
or garden use. For quict 
animal proofing plant |?" 
O. Is it disease resistant? 
A. And how. Many people 
x them at all, 
. Will it grow in th 
The mountains? 
A. Yes. In hot desert « 
(with irrigation), in 
weather below zero, the 
Fence thrives. 
O. How much sun does it 
A. Don't plant in dense 
it should have at least 4or5 
sun a day. 
Q. Can I plant in fall? \s 
ter? In spring? 
A. Yes to all three. 
Q. Is the Red Robin a 
time-tested rose? 
A. Far from it. Its botanical 
is Gloire Des Rosomanes. It 
of the magnificent Bourbor 
and was introduced about Il 
the great French hybridizer, 
While other roses have ce 
gone, Red Robin by virtue 
superior qualities of aro 
color has endured. It is ¢ 
classified as one 
blooming Hybrid Chinas. 
O. Can I buy Red Robina 
else in the country? 
A. No. Red Robin is grow 
own fields under my Pp 
pervision and is cop 















ut R 







This fence was planted in} 4p } 
1955. I took this pictur 

wife in July 1955. Ie's alma lence 
ered with logpent red blog i Ap 






a few months later. 


Robin 





live... you can have a WET anor eee ee 
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now protecting over 10,009 homes across the country! x 


oh 


IT’S BEAUTIFUL! be the proud owner of America’s most beautiful fence .. . 


A living wall of lush green foliage covered with glorious richly scented magnificent Red Robin Roses (Gloire Des Rosomanes) for 
month after month after month. Many consider it one of the most beautiful fences that money can buy. Yet it is so tough, so 
hardy it thrives in every state in the union. Plant now . . . this summer you’ll have a beautiful Living Fence exploding into full 
bloom month after month. In some areas Red Robin never stops blooming. Folks tell me they’ve picked up to a thousand deeply 
scented gloriously red blooms from a single Red Robin plant in one season! And these are the fabled Gloire Des Rosomanes roses 
with a rich damask fragrance from every glowing crimson bloom. 


IT’S PERMANENT! _ thrives in even the poorest soils! 


Thousands and thousands of my Red Robin Living Fences are in year round use all over America. Red Robin is adapted 
to a wide variety of soil and site conditions. It needs no support. Its strong deeply foliaged growth is upright, unlike 
the sprawling old-fashioned multiflora. It will grow as high as you like. You may have a low handsomely shaped orna 
mental hedge 3 or 4 feet high. You may prefer a higher hedge of 5 feet to keep children and pets in .. . and strangers 
out. Or you can enjoy a full six-foot living wall of lush green foliage bursting with hundreds of roses along every foot 
of this sturdy barrier. A full six-foot living fence will give your home the privacy of a country estate, shutting out noise, 
wind and intruders. Yet it is so beautiful your neighbors will enjoy it as much as you. 


IT’S FAST GROWING! up to 4 feet high in a few short months! 


Your Red Robin plants never see the inside of a hothouse. Each plant is field grown, hardy. Ruggedness is bred into 
every plant to make Red Robin thrive through hot dry summers; severe winters. My men plant the cuttings directly 
in my own fields under my supervision. When they are ready for shipment they are trimmed back to hold in all 
the strength and growing power of the sturdy plant. A specially developed packaging method delivers them to 
you fresh, moist, in perfect growing condition. Just plant them and watch them grow. In a few short months 
you'll have a vigorous trespass-proof fence, bursting with fragrant red roses. Forget the usual fence upkeep costs 
when you plant Red Robin. This friendly fence mends itself, repaints itself month after month with a fresh coat 
of green foliage and countless red blossoms. 


PLANT THIS SPRING | The earlier you plant your Red Robin Living Fence the earlier you'll enjoy 
« beautiful fragrant Red Robin roses. Red Robin plants are hardy. Withstand 


sudden temperature drops, grow rapidly in all temperature zones. This summer your plants will be bursting with bloom; 
growing so fast folks will say “you can almost see them grow!"’ Enjoy Red Robin Living Fence this summer—Use coupon 


IETS RELA CATT) 





ii Red Robin grows 


ded b ite dns ‘BL or , Y CO.. 122-4 EL CAMINO, SAN BRUNO, CALIF. 

a bere’ s t in i? ¥ 

lence just 9 a a g! want your FREE BONUS OFFER: Enclosed find check, draft or money order 
a 1956. See how Red - when Red | = ,»$——________ for which send me bonus offer checked below—All cha 


in thriv i j ; 
livelier aoush bs ci ‘cee cele | prepaid together with simple planting methods and your double guarantee. 
a : “ 01 0 10 plants (for 15 feet) 4.50 plus | free! 1 25 plants (for 40 feet) 8.95 plus 3 
ID 50 plants (for 75 feet) 13.95 plus 5 free! 1 75 plants (for 112 feet) 19.95 plus 8 f 
g CD 100 plants (for 150 feet) 22.95 plus 10 free! C) 250 plants (for 375 feet) 52.38 plus 25 f 
' CZ) 500 plants (for 750 feet) 97.50 plus 50 free! 





Name _ 


c os 4 3 ou , for ny Address 


NEVER ANYTHING LIKE THEM BEFORE! STERN’S BRAND-NEW, ENCHANTING 


MINIATURE Tree-ROSES 


Ready to bloom in your garden this very Spring! 


BLOOMS IN YOUR GARDEN IN 30-60 DAYS! Plant these brand-new beauties in 
your front yard against a background of evergreens, and see what a sensation their 
rare loveliness creates! Plant as border, edging or in your rock garden for unusual 
charm and color. Use as a focal point for a miniature rose garden that will be the 
wonder of your neighborhood! 


HAVE THEM IN 4 DELIGHTFUL COLORS 


They come in Deep Velvety Red, Heavenly White, and Sunny Yellow, as 


shown above, and in Glowing Bright Pink, as in small photo far right. 
STERN’S MINIATURE TREE ROSES 
with straight, sturdy 12° trunks 


Deep Velvety Red Glowing Bright Pink Heavenly White 


Specify Color Choice 
2 for $11 4 for $20 
Special Quartet Assortment (one of each color) $20 


All Prices Postpaid « Send Check or Money Order Now 


Stern 'S Nurseries Arbor 120, Geneva, N. Y. 


Specialists in Rare and Choice Trees, Plants and Flowers 


Sunny Yellow 


$6 each 10 for $45 


BLOOM MONTH after MONTH 
ALMOST ALL YEAR!... 


Now the most thrilling new development since miniature roses began 
—a Miniature Tree Rose! A perfect tree rose with a trunk only 12” 
tall, topped by a crown of exquisitely dainty, colorful, miniature 
roses! Never before has there been anything like these enchanting 
beauties! Be among the first to own and enjoy them. Let them make 
your yard and garden the sensation of your neighborhood. Plant 
now and watch them cover themselves with dozens of lovely minia- 
ture buds that will burst into bloom this very spring! They'll bloom 
continuously month after month almost all year long—bloom for years! 
WHAT A THRILL TO BE FIRST 
TO OWN THIS NEW FAIRY ROSE WONDER! 
Imagine the joy of watching each little tree shoot out dozens of 
unbelievably tiny rosebuds, each no bigger than a pea! Then each 
small bud unfurls its tiny silken petals till it’s a perfect rose the size 
of a nickel! Imagine the thrill when your friends and neighbors dis- 
cover this brand-new Miniature Tree Rose wonder in full bloom 
in your garden this very spring! 
FABULOUS LITTLE TREE ROSES BLOOM INDOORS IN WINTER! 
Stern’s heavenly new Miniature Fairy Roses are everblooming in a 
very special way! They'll bloom continuously in your garden year 
after year—starting in early spring and all through summer right up 
to frost. Then bring them indoors if you like. 
HARDLY EVER 
STOP BLOOMING 
After a short rest period in No- 
vember and December, they'll 
start to bloom all over again, in- 
doors, bringing delightful fresh 


. color to your home right in the 


heart of winter! Set outdoors in 
your garden the following spring 
and they'll repeat this amazing 
bloom cycle again and again! Go 
right on blooming almost all year 
long, year after year after year! 
Closely related to our famous 
Miniature Fairy Rose Bushes, 
they are the only family of roses 
that will bloom indoors as well 
as outside. 
NEED NO “CODDLING”’— EASY TO GROW! 
Despite their dainty size and form, they’re among the world’s hardi- 
est! Just follow our simple directions and they'll bloom with dozens 
of lovely fairy-size roses this very spring! Bloom again, year after 
year, with minimum care. 
SUPPLY MOST LIMITED—SEND NOW! 
It takes considerable time and care to produce each of Stern's exquis- 
ite Miniature Fairy Tree Roses. Once our limited supply is gone, we'll 
have no more this season. Don’t miss the thrill of being among the 
first to own the world’s newest, rarest tree roses. Order today! 
RESULTS GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK 
You must be delighted with our new Miniature Fairy Tree Rose, or we'll send 
ou free replacement or your money back. That is our absolute guarantee. 
Ue ese Liam iae OSM hms amie Nees my] 


Stern’s Nurseries, Arbor 120, Geneva, New York 


Yes, I want Stern’s rare and delightful new miniature fairy rose wonder 
in my garden. Please rush me the following Miniature Fairy Tree Roses: 


——. Deep Velvety Red__—_ Glowing Bright Pink____ Heavenly White____ Sunny Yellow 


$6 each; 2for$i1; 4for$20; 10 for $45 All prices postpaid 
Special Quartet Assortment (4 plants, 1 of each color) $20 


Amt. enclosed $_________ [ Cash [] Check [] Money Order 
I must be delighted or I'll receive free replacement or my money back. 





MUSKMELONS 


can be grown in 
the small garden 


by Theresa Dillard, New Mexico 


SoMETIMEs it is difficult to grow 
cantaloupes (muskmelons) in a small 
garden—but even a small vegetable 
plot can provide space for a few hills. 
When you make your garden plan, 
on paper or in the actual garden, 
allow two rows for onions, radishes, 
and other early maturing crops. Then 
leave one or two rows for cantaloupes 
(depending on the space you can 
afford), and plant two more rows of 
quick growing vegetables. When these 
early vegetables are harvested, the 
empty rows leave spreading room for 
the melons. 

In the cantaloupe rows, dig holes 
18 inches deep, about three feet 
apart. Fill each hole about half full 
of good compost, or partially rotted 
manure. Cover this with four or five 
inches of dirt, leaving the hole lower 
than the surrounding ground. In the 
center of the hole, plant five or six 
seeds, covering them with about an 
inch of fine soil. Later, thin to two 
or three sturdy plants per hill. 

Seeds can be planted in the open 


ground as soon as all danger from 
frost is past. Here in House. New 
Mexico, I plant around the 15th of 
April. 

Melons prefer a sandy soil and lots 
of water. I like to lay the water hose 
in each depression, and let it run 
slowly until the hole is filled. When 
plants start to spread, cover the 
ground with clean straw, or any other 
mulch that is available. This keeps 
moisture in, the ground cooler, weeds 


from growing, and results in cleaner | 


vines and melons. 

Our favorite muskmelon is_ the 
sweet, spicy ‘Hearts of Gold.’ ‘Hale’s 
Best’ and ‘Honey Rock’ are also good 
varieties. Muskmelons should be left 
to ripen on the vine, until they come 
off easily when given a slight tug or 
twist. With some experience, you can 
learn to discern the ripe ones by their 
delicious aroma. 

Watermelons and winter squashes 
may also be grown in the small 
garden by using the methods used for 
muskmelons. # 


Doesn't this make your mouth water? It is Burpee’s Fl hybrid cantaloupe. Its deep orange 


flesh is tasty and juicy. Matures in 82 days. 
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°100% Organic 
*De-Odorized 
*Non-Burning 


Easy to use. Inexpen- 
sive. Improves soil 
structure. Contains 
all growth nutrients. 


Use indoors, outdoors. SAFE TO 
USE on anything that grows. Mix 
with water or use with hose appli- 
cator. 1 gal. covers 2500-3000 
sq. ft. Excellent for lawns. 


Atlas Fish Emulsion is UNSUR- 
PASSED for African Violets, Be- 
gonias, Camellias, Fuchsias, 
Dahlias, Roses—used by experts 
to get BETTER RESULTS. 


AT YOUR GARDEN 
SUPPLY STORE, or if 
not available, direct, 
post paid. 


QUART 190 PINT $1 
GALLON $6.25 


Also available in drums. 


ATLAS Fish FERTILIZER CO. 


1 Drumm Street, San Francisco 11, Dept. J 


USE ATLAS FOR A BETTER GARDEN 


















by Victor H. Ries, Ohio 


you too 


can grow PRIMROSES 


THE FEW REQUIREMENTS for prim- 
roses are easily met and are found in 
practically every garden. They do re- 
quire shade throughout Mid-America, 
but this is always available on the 
north side of the house or in the shade 
of shrubs, evergreens or trees. Prim- 
roses not only offer a variety of form, 
size, color, habit of growth, but bloom 
(depending upon the variety) over a 
considerable period of time. Starting 
with the early Juliae hybrids such as 
‘Wanda’ which blooms about pussy- 
willow time, one continues through 
the mass of bloom of the polyanthus 
through to the double and triple 
decked flowers of the Japanese prim- 
roses in late May and even early June. 
Some of the less common helodoxa 
primroses may even bloom up into 
July. Not many other plants give such 
a long period of bloom. 

It’s easy to get started with prim- 
roses. Blooming size plants of the more 
common forms are available from 
many nurseries. From the Pacific 
Coast primrose specialists you can buy 
flowering size plants of many different 
kinds. At certain times of the year 
they offer seedling primroses at very 
attractive prices. These young vigor- 
ous plants take hold quickly and give 
considerable bloom the following 
spring. Primroses may be grown from 
seeds. Although only the more com- 
mon kinds such as Polyanthus are 
available from the average seed store, 
primrose specialists handle a wide 
range of species and varieties. 

Most primroses are very easy to 
grow from seeds. Contrary to the rec- 
ommendations of some primrose spe- 
cialists, there is no need of freezing the 
seeds before planting. As long as the 


38 


temperatures are not up in the 80’s 
day and night, primrose seeds can be 
sown either outdoors or indoors. The 
greatest difficulty in raising primroses 
from seeds however, is sowing the 
seeds in the proper sort of seed bed. A 
mixture of equal parts sand and peat 
moss with the seeds covered 1/16 to 
1/18 of an inch with this material 
seems to be ideal. Since there is no 
nourishment in this mixture, an inch 
layer of it can be put on top of a soil 
mixture made up of equal parts of soil, 
sand, and peat. Primrose seeds may 
be sown in early August, although if 
the temperatures are high it may pay 
to put the seed pans or flats in a cool 
cellar until the seeds germinate. The 
seeds may be sown in November for 
spring germination in the cold frame 
or can be sown any time during the 
fall in the greenhouse to be kept grow- 
ing throughout the winter. Seeds may 
also be sown outdoors, preferably in 
a cold frame, anytime during the win- 
ter or spring. Again the sand and peat 
seed bed will give wonderful results. 
I personally have had equally good re- 
sults sowing the seeds in a greenhouse 
in October, in the greenhouse in Jan- 
uary, the cold frame in March and in 
early August. 

After the seedlings get their second 
or third leaves they can be trans- 
planted. Again the soil mixture is very 
important. You will probably get bet- 
ter root growth if they are put in a bed 
or in flats rather than in individual 
pots. Make the soil of equal parts 
garden loam and peat. Mix a cup of 
any complete commercial fertilizer 
with each bushel of the soil mixture. 
The more common vigorous primroses 
such as Polyanthus can be planted 







The Acaulis primrose produces flowers on individ- 
val stems, instead of in heads like those of the 
Polyanthus. This clump in a shaded Kansas City 
border, produces bright yellow flowers over a 
period of three weeks in April. 





three inches apart. The smaller ones 
can be put closer together. If, during 
the spring and early summer, you are 
planting the primrose seedlings in a 
cold frame, they should have a mixture 
of at least equal parts peat and soil 
and preferably three parts peat to one 
part soil. There should be a bed of this 
four to six inches deep for them to 
grow in. Again the fertilizer should be 
thoroughly mixed through the bed be- 
fore planting. 

For many of you who are buying 
seedlings or growing your own seed- 
lings, better results will be obtained in 
most gardens by growing them in a 
cold frame where they can be shaded 
with muslin (an old sheet) or by a 
lath shade. If they are kept thoroughly 
watered throughout the summer and 
fertilized every two to three weeks 
with a liquid fertilizer they will make 
an enormous amount of growth dur- 
ing the summer. The root systems will 
be at least the size of your fist and 
every bit of it will come out in the 
peaty mixture that you have them 
growing in. You will learn from ex- 
perience as you try to grow some of the 
less common and more difficult prim- 
roses that you may have to keep a 
number of the species in a shaded cold 
frame rather than try to plant them 
in the garden itself. 

Primroses, with the exception of 
Florindae, helodoxa, Bulleyana, Bee- 
stana, and japonica require a well 
drained soil. These we have just men- 
tioned, however, will grow in a rela- 
tively wet soil. Florindae and japonica 
will thrive in a bog. 

Before planting any primroses in the 
garden proper the bed should be pre- 
pared by mixing the soil so it is at 
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jeast half peat to a depth of at least 
eight inches. As with all other plant- 
ing, a complete commercial fertilizer 
should be mixed with the soil. 

Primroses can be planted in early 
spring, in late spring after they have 
finished blooming when they are nor- 
mally divided, or in the early fall. The 
more common primroses seem to be 
perfectly hardy and except for a light 
mulch to prevent heaving they do 
not require a great deal of winter 
protection. 

Primroses should be fertilized regu- 
larly. In the early spring before 
growth starts scatter a complete com- 
mercial fertilizer such as a 4-12-4 or 
something similar over the entire bed. 
Another application can be given in 
the early fall to stimulate a little fall 
growth before the ground freezes. 

The worst primrose pest and the 
one that probably kills more primroses 
than any other through the Midwest 
is the spider mite (red spider). Be- 
cause primrose leaves are close to the 
ground, it is difficult to contact these 
mites with the average dust or spray. 
Although malathion and aramite are 
effective if contact can be made with 
the mites, it is not always possible. 
These are the best materials available 
in most areas. A dust or spray such as 
malathion or aramite should start in 
May and continue through August 
with applications about every two 
weeks. It will help if the foliage can 
be raised to get the materials on the 
undersides of the leaves. 

Slugs are always around primroses 
because they grow in the shade. Either 
prepared slug bait sold under various 
trade names or dust containing metal- 
dehyde is satisfactory. They should be 
used at least once a month starting 


This Polyanthus primrose faces up a border with 
daffodils, tulips and bleeding heart. 
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with April and continuing through the 
season until fall freezing. Sow bugs 
may be controlled by dusting or spray- 
ing with chlordane. 

Now we are confronted with the 
problem of knowing what primroses to 
grow. In the past the English were 
considered as having the best prim- 
roses. 
know that in England the florists using 
primroses for cut flowers are growing 
not their own hybrids but those of our 
own Pacific Coast primrose specialists. 
They are hybrid Polyanthus. 

There is no question but that the 
bulk of primroses in your garden will 
be Polyanthus. The range of color is 


from white to cream to yellow to | 


orange to pink to red to purple to blue. 
The flowers are from one half inch in 
ordinary ones up to silver dollar size 
in the improved strains. They may be 
purchased as mixed plants or accord- 
ing to colors. The same is true of the 
seeds. There is nothing more showy 


in a spring garden than Polyanthus | 
primroses. They are usually perfectly | 


hardy and given the proper soil and 
other conditions they will multiply. 
Japanese primroses are seldom 


grown to the extent that they should | 
be although they are just as easy 
They do not multiply as | 


to grow. 
much as the Polyanthus, but their 


18-24 inch spikes of white, pink, or | 


red flowers are magnificent. If you 
have a wet poorly drained shaded spot 


in your yard they will thrive there. | 
They are very fast growing from seeds. | 


Somewhat similar to the Japanese 
primroses with more delicate colors are 
Bulleyana and Beesiana. They do not 
seem to be quite so hardy or as easy 
to grow as japonica. 

Auriculas are very different from 


their sister primroses. They have 


smooth leaves that look almost like | 


small cabbage leaves. The flowers 
come in cream, pale yellow, lavender 
and purple. They are relatively easy 
to grow from seeds, but in many gar- 
dens will not be as permanent. Per- 
sonally I find that they winter better 
in the cold frame, then they can be 
put out into the beds in the spring 
where they can be seen and enjoyed. 
Primula denticulata has rather wide 
spreading leaves and a little compact 
head of lavender flowers in the early 
spring. It is a good grower and easy 
to grow. In the cooler climates it may 
develop into sizable clumps. Others 


may find that they are not quite as | 


permanent as the Polyanthus. * 


But today it is interesting to | 


MUST BE APPLIED 
BEFORE APRIL 30th 


GET RID OF UGLY 


CRAB GRASS 


APPLY 


PAX 


CRABGRASS 


and SOIL PEST CONTROL 
oe 


ONLY TRUE 


Ss 


C 


Gras 


APPLY IN 
EARLY SPRING 


ACTS 3 WAYS 


1. PAX with ONE application 
kills 85-100% of the Crab 
Grass seeds now and assures 
next summer's lawn free of 
ugly Crab Grass. 


PAX fertilizes your lawn 
with nitrogen plant food. Ap- 
ply with fertilizer spreader. 


PAX kills ants, earwigs, 
grubs and cutworms. 


Apply ONLY 1 
Established Perennial Lawns 


SOLD THROUGH LOCAL 
Dealers and Distributors 


| MAIL THIS 
FREE! "“Couron NOW 
FOR THE FACTS ABOUT 
CRAB GRASS CONTROL 


KELLY-WESTERN SEED DIV. 
Dept. K-458, Box 2310 


Salt Lake City 10, Utah 


Please send further information about 


‘ PAX Crabgrass and Soil Pest Control. 





Make pruning cut just above a bud. 
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by Gordon Milne, Indiana 


HOW TO PRUNE ROSES 
THIS SPRING 


SPRING PRUNING of established roses in the Midwest is always a gamble. 

If you prune too early, late spring frosts can kill all the canes. If 
you prune too late, some of the plants’ strength will be lost in the growth 
of the top shoots (spinach). 

You and you alone must be the judge of when to prune your roses, 
All roses must be pruned in the spring—don’t think you can skip this job, 

Here are some suggestions: 

1. A green cane does not necessarily mean the cane is alive. Cane 
color can vary from green to red. 

The only way to check on cane life is to lightly knick the bark to see 
if the green cambium layer of cells is alive. Start at the top of the cane 
and knick off chips of bark. Continue down the cane until you see the 
green cambium layer just beneath the bark layer. 

Cut off cane portion which does not show the cambium coloration— 
this pruning height may or may not be the proper spring pruning height 
—but it’s a start in the right direction. 

If the entire rose cane fails to show green beneath the bark down to 
the soil level—and your rose bush was properly planted with the graft 
union two inches below the soil line, don’t despair as the wood beneath 
the soil is alive and will send up new shoots soon. 

However, if the canes are “dead” down to an exposed graft union, 
the entire plant is worthless. Rather than wait for any possible future 


life (which usually shows up as nine-leaved wild shoots from the under- 
stock) dig up the plant and discard it. 

2. Use a sharp pruning tool. If you know how to handle a knife, use 
it. Pruning shears are the next best tool and kitchen or sewing shears 
should be avoided. 

3. Treat all pruning cuts with commercial plant wound paint. For 
temporary protection, use fingernail polish—any color. Wound treatment 
is necessary to prevent cane borer damage and possible disease attacks. 

4. Prune canes to keep center of plant open to receive sunlight and 
air. Make slanting cuts directly above a cane node. Try to select a node 
which faces the “outside” of the plant. 

5. Burn all cut off cane portions immediately—do not use them as 
compost material. 

6. Stagger pruning cuts at different heights. 

7. To reduce the spread of “die-back” or canker, a dreaded fungus 
disease, disinfect pruning tool blades after each cut. Dip blades in strong 
solution of either potassium permanganate or 10 per cent hydrogen 
peroxide (both are available from your druggist). 

PRUNING HEIGHTS 

For the most part, these suggested pruning heights for each type of 
rose are elastic. The natural growth of many rose varieties must be 
considered. Some varieties produce a “horizontal” or sprawling growth 
and these should be pruned back more severely than those types which 
normally send up extra-strong or lengthy canes. 

Most of the pruning heights listed are higher than you may previously 
gallon of water) to canes and soil, to kill have followed. Higher pruning leaves more plant “food” in healthy 
some of the overwintering spores of ; - ; ° 
black spot. canes to supply necessary energy for the first flush of spring growth. 


To reduce height of fast-growing rambling 
rose on an upright trellis, try looping and 
tying the 1958 flowering canes as shown. 


When pruning is completed, before new 
growth has started, apply a dormant spray 
of Bordeaux mixture (4 tablespoonsful to a 
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Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, 
Polyanthas and Grandifloras 

Cut back extra-strong canes to a 
12 to 18 inch height. Other canes (as 
large in diameter as a lead pencil) 
should be cut back to within ten to 
15 inches of the soil line. 

It is seldom wise to leave more 
than six canes on any rose plant. 

Remove completely any canes 
which rub each other by crossing. 

All twiggy or weak growth should 
be cut back flush to a strong shoot. 
Hybrid Perpetuals and Landscape Roses 

Thin out old canes and keep only 
the largest. Prune these back to within 
two or three feet of the soil line. 
Climbing Roses 

(Read this section carefully as there 
are several different classifications, 
each with pertinent suggestions. ) 

1. Ramblers—Do not prune back 
any canes which are unbranched, 
smooth-barked or arise from the plant 
base—some of these shoots could arise 
from old canes very low on the plant. 
These canes just described will bear 
rose blossoms in 1958. If removed or 
even tipped, flower production will be 
reduced. 

Dark-colored canes, usually well- 
branched and constituting most of 
the plant mass, bloomed last summer 
and will never bear flowers again. All 
of these canes and branches should be 
removed completely. 

Better plan to untie all canes from 
trellis or fence before pruning and 
lay the canes on the ground. This 
action will make the pruning easier. 

Once all the old wood is removed, 
tie up the remaining canes. Note the 
word “tie”—do not try to twist, twine 
or interlace rose canes into a trellis 
or fence partitions. 


2. Climbing hybrid teas, floribundas . 


and other everblooming pillar types— 
Prune as described for bush types of 
these same rose varieties; but leave 
about one foot more of cane length 
than listed under previous suggestions. 

Do remove all twiggy and excess 
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MILLIONS USED 


O-POTS PLANT EATS POT 


Made with rich rotted COW 
4h MANURE. Start seeds, bulbs, 
4 plants in FERTO-POTS in- 
doors. Transplant POT and all 
when ground is ready. No set- 
back, grow two or three crops 
r year off the same ground. 
hi mt by express (not pre- 
paid) as follows: 
32s «=: 250-4.75 500-9.00 1,000-17.50 
22s 100-2.75 250-5.00 1,000-19.50 
3s) «=: 100-3..25_ 250-5.75 1,000-22.50 
(Also OPTIONAL by ppost, in 100s only anywhere 
in the U.S. @#2s-3.75; #21/2s-4.25; +3s-4.75). 


ALLEN COMPANY 


Since 1915 Pittstown 4, N. J. 
BEST BUY is the 250 pack with much lower 
price and express charges. POTS will keep 
indefinitely. Literature Free. 


greenhouse 


GREEN 
GLADIOLUS 


Tops in Beauty! Easily grown from my healthy, 
vigorous bulbs. Wonderful for gorgeous garden 
display, cut flowers or flower arrangements. I 
offer the largest selection of glads—latest intro- 
ductions, rare and unusual varieties, old favorites 
—50 acres of the world’s best. Many money- 
saving offers. All included in my 72-page 1958 
catalog. Rush 10c for your copy (deductible 
from first order). 


Elmer Gove, Gladiolus Specialist 
Member AACS 
CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Box FG-4 Burlington, Vt. 


CE af, oe 


Picture yourself in this brand new ORLYT. Empty now—but think of the fun 
you'll have, filling it as shown below, with your favorite plants, exotic 
flowers, even fresh vegetables. You make your own weather and garden at 


your convenience 


. ». day or night, winter or summer . . . 365 days a year. 
And—there is no worry about leaving it . . 
ventilation, even summer cooling . . 


. with automatic heating, 
. everything works whether you are 


home or away. Be a year ‘round gardener—get an all-weather, climate 


controlled ORLYT. 


BUILD IT YOURSELF 


Lord and Burnham, world’s largest greenhouse 
manufacturer, designed ORLYT specifically for 
the home gardener. All parts are completely 
prefabricated, so you can assemble them your- 
self, with only a few everyday tools. Have fun 
. « « Build-it-Yourself, and save money too. 


Nr te 
LUE D 
VIN 


DOZENS OF MODELS 


You can choose from dozens of sizes and 
styles, both free-standing and lean-to models. 
The large, six-section ORLYT pictured above 
costs about $880 . . . less than $2 a day, 
completely installed, on our No Money Down, 
3-year Pay Plan. 


WRITE TODAY 
for 
NEW, FREE 
ORLYT 
COLOR CATALOG 
¢ 38-48 


as 


LORD and BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON, N.Y 
Des Plaines, Ill. @ St. Cathorines, Ont 


4) 





Candlebush 


by Lula Egan Quinlan, Oklahoma 


Candlebush (Cassia alata) made its 
eastern Oklahoma debut last summer. 
Introduced from Texas where it is 
known as Empress Candlestick, this 
plant of high garden value flowered 
during early October along Tulsa’s 
garden paths. 

Travelers to Cuba have seen this 
exotic plant flowering at Christmas 
time along with poinsettias; however it 
took a long time for it to make its way 
from tropical America along the south- 
eastern U. S. coastal states to southern 
Mid-America. 

Candlebush has many things to 
recommend it for general garden use 
in areas with a long growing season. 
It will flower during early October 
from seeds sown outdoors during early 
April in the Tulsa area and two weeks 


42 


The camera has caught the characteristic sickle-shaped pistil of Cassia alata, 
commonly called candlebush. The lower fully opened cassia flowers resemble 
artificial little roses used for hat wreaths. Cassia’s pattern of flowering from the 
base of the yellow spike upward to the tightly closed buds is shown. 


earlier in Dallas. It is the one of the 
few annuals whose foliage shows no 
damage from intense July and August 
heat. It is decorative from seedling 
stage to maturitv, and a_ passer-by 
stopper when in flower. 

Most gardeners of the central part 
of Mid-America are familiar with our 
native Cassia marilandica that we 
bring into our gardens from the wild. 
Unlike this fern-like plant, the candle- 
bush is bold with alternating fronds 
from two to three feet long. The com- 
pound leaves made up of 12 to 28 
oblong leaflets are held at an upright 
angle giving the plant a palm-like ap- 
pearance. The flowers are stiff and are 
held like candles borne on the cande- 
labra branches. 

The name candle comes, perhaps, 


from the translucent quality of the 
sepals that clasp each tight little rose- 
like bud. Alata, meaning winged, is 
suggested by the long winged, scallop- 
edged seed pods. 

Growing candlebush is easy. Soak 
the hard black seeds overnight in wa- 
ter, then plant them outdoors as you 
would morning glories during April. 
As plants stand still during rainy 
periods, if you do not care to take 
a chance of a rainy April and May 
slowing up plants it would be well to 
start the seeds indoors by late Febru- 
ary in the Tulsa area. 

In my test garden it was found that 
certain candlebush plants grew no 
higher than two feet by September. 
When plants were lifted to find out 
the cause it was found that the nodules 
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made by nitrogen-fixing bacteria were 
not present, accounting for the poor 
growth made by the plant. As candle- 
bush is a legume requiring the asso- } “Plant beds and borders now with bright * 
ciation of nitrogen-fixing bacteria on Ei) Nooming Geraniams, ‘They'll be rour pride and 


its roots it would be good growth in- f , value from our famous greenhouses. Plants 


‘ 4”-8” tall sent Postpaid and Guaranteed. Will 
surance to dust seeds of the plant with bloom soon. 


a commercial preparation of nitrogen Order Now, Your 
fixing bacteria. This material is avail- 


+ 
able at local seed stores. & ra n j u m S 
Candlebush is tap rooted, which | Is b 4 


Cully Wilson says: 


suggests early transplanting from 


Order by Color. We'll ship choice varieties. 
greenhouse or seedbed outdoors or 


eat - Zonal All-purpose favorites. Choose Dwarf_crow to 8” tall. Bright, 
shifting to pots so that it can be | Light, Deep or Salmon Pink; White; long blooming Red or Pink. Ideal in 


s ° Bright or Dark Red. Doubles. 4 for windows or borders. 4 for $2.25; 
transplanted without root disturbance | $1.65: 8 for $2.85; 


8 for $4.25; 
50 for $15.95. 12 for 3.95 50 for $20.25. 12 for 4.55 
ater. 


es eo Scented_ Fascinating leaf shapes 
Gardeners often wonder if they can eee eae © ine and scents. Choose Rose; Mint ; Fruit 
induce candlebush to flower earlier by Pink; Purple; White. 4 for $1.75; 
a on ‘ 8 for $3.25 ; 12f 4.55 
mulching the roots so that they will 50 for $17.25. or 4. AS 
‘ ao 
winter over. In Houston, —_ @ FREE CATALOG WILSON ny ahs 
sometimes survives during mild win- nities aah ais - 
ters. However, the winter-over plants | J pages of Geraniume and 
. . | 2 * o n e 
showed no gain over those raised and | Po. ee ee ROACHDALE 34, INDIANA 
flowered the same year from seed. GERANIUM GROWERS SINCE 1919 
| am Ni 
As yet no commercial seed sources | 
list candlebush. In Tulsa the seed has 
been sold as a project of the Tulsa Are you sharing FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine with your 
Garden Center Seed Exchange for the friends? They can subscribe for | year at just $3.00. Send 


ppport of the city owned institution. orders to 543 Westport Road, Kansas City, Mo. 


Lemon. Useful and orna- 


mental. They bloom, too....4 for 1.75 


When Stuart Corry, amateur Tulsa gardener, 
tried out candlebush seed for the first time, 
he hadn’t reckoned on the giant size thut the 
nice little potted plants from his window garden 
would make. Came September and Corry’s 75 
plants had made a lush, eight-foot high jungle 
with interlacing branches. Emerging from the 
branches of one giant candelabra is Carol Cov- 
ington whose five-foot height illustrates the 
plant’s scale. 


Now’s the time and here’s the way. 
Kill chickweed and henbit at this time of year, be- 
fore they creep and crawl all over your lawn. Use 


WEEDONE’ CHICKWEED KILLER 


Chickweed and henbit grow fastest between October and May. 
So don’t wait. Get after them now! Weedone Chickweed Killer 
is an entirely new formulation. Contains 2,4,5TP—is more 
effective than ever, yet perfectly safe to use, and doesn’t burn 
lawn grasses. Harmless to people and pets. 


8-oz. can $1.49 I-qt. can $3.75 1-gal. can $9.75 
AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. st. Joseph, Mo. - Ambler, Pa. - Niles, Calif. 


Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 
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NWURE-RICH 


MAKE YOUR Naar 


.. turns waste into rich soil- 


q 
builder in 2 to 8 weeks ! Sterilising Potting Soil 


Dear Editor: 

In the article “How to Sterilize Soil 
for House Plants” (December, 1957, page 
19) I noticed that the author Malcolm 
C. Shurtleff states that our product 
Cyanamid is a material which can be used 
for the sterilization of soil for potting 
purposes. 

We never have recommended AERO 
Cyanamid for this purpose. True, Cyanamid 
will control weed seeds in the soil and 
will reduce diseases and nematode popula- 
tion. However, the toxicity remaining after 
an effective Cyanamid application is too 
great .o be safe when all of the treated 
soil is used for potting, particularly when 
sensitive flowering house plants are to be 
planted in these soils. 


H. H. Nau, Agronomist 

American Cyanamid Company 
Replies author Shurtleff: Right after 
mentioning Cyanamid I suggested 
reading the November article by E. P. 
Sylwester and me, in which we dis- 
cussed using some of these fumigants 
and soil sterilants in outdoor beds. I 
intended for people to read that ar- 
ticle if they were interested in using 
Cyanamid or the other three products 
named with it. This would mean treat- 
ing the soil in the field following all 
precautions listed—then, after the re- 
quired waiting period, mixing the soil 
thoroughly to aid in escape of any 
toxic fumes, and then using for pot- 
ting. Certainly readers should be cau- 
tioned on the use of the four listed 
chemicals (Cyanamid, methyl bro- 
mide, Vapam and Mylone 85-W) to 
sterilize potting soil. Only treated field 


Leaves have more fertilizer values than ma- 
nure! Garbage makes the richest fertilizer 
known to man! Use any garden rubbish, veg- 
etable or animal waste. Clean, odorless process. 


This homemade organic manure is better for 
your soil and plants; lasts longer. 
DO NOT ACCEPT SUBSTITUTES. Insist on ActivO at 


your garden supply counter. None other pn gg 


in sizes at dealers from $1.39 te $29.95. By 
trial size for 200 te 450 ibs. compost, $1.39 Oy apaie: 


BENSON-MACLEAN, BRIDGETON, INDIANA 


SAVE YOUR RUBBISH! 


Garden Now in an Whatever your favorite flowers 
————— — mums, geraniums, gardenias, 


4 African violets — enjoy them 
Aluminum Greenhouse 


throughout the winter with an 
EVERLITE “garden under glass”. 


BENSON-MACLEAN, BRIDGETON 35, INDIANA; | want to learn how easy 
it is to make tons of rich humus fertilizer for a few cents. Send me 
(0 Trial size ActivO for treating 200-450 pounds of waste, $1.39. 
(0 No. 50 size ActivO to treat up to 6 tons of waste, $12.95 PREPAID. 


e Maintenance free construction 
e Graceful curved glass eaves le 
e Precision prefabricated — can ge « 
be expanded anytime ae 
e Lean-to and free stand- 
ing models 


© Full line of EVERLITE 
accessories, including 
automatic heating, 
ventilating and 
humidifying 


Models from $187.50 


Write for prices and free literature G48 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Ine. 


14615 LORAIN AVE., 
CLEVELAND 11, OHIO 


eon wnm &@& eam @& =e aehUcrlUC<C CUCKOO 


Feeds Plants for a Gorgeous Display All Season Long 


THE ORIGINAL 
LIQUID 
PLANT FOOD 
AND PIONEER 
IN FOLIAGE 
FEEDING 


Each Lb. Makes 
30 Galions 
of RaePideGro 
Plant Food Solution 


Contains 21 Plant 


Plantin 
— tells 
R 


Good gardeners coast to coast 
have made RA-PID-GRO their 
secret for enviable success—the 
plant food they depend on all 
season long. Try even a small 
can, and like them you’ll soon be 
getting the big 5-lb. size! It’s 
so easy to use, does so much. 
Saves work, saves money. 


Your dealer has new FREE 
and Feeding Guide 

to use 
ideGro spring, summer, fall. 


Feeding plants RA*-PID-GRO 
is like giving milk to children. 
Use it regularly and as flowers 
unfold and vegetables develop 
you'll make friends with your 

lants, love ’em like children. 

me ‘plants are hungry right 

now so please see your garden 
supply dealer real soon! 


soil should be used for potting, fol- 
lowing all precautions listed in the 
article or by the manufacturer. 


Edible “Cranberries” 
Dear Editor: 

To M. M. of Missouri (The Forum, Jan- 
uary, 1958) and anyone else who might be 
interested in the edibility of highbush 
cranberries: 

Known and sold here as Viburnum 
americanum, this tree grows in the north- 
ern part of our state and into Canada. 
The fruits are very tart when eaten raw 
but can’t be beat when used in_ jellies, 
sauce or pie. I myself have made cran- 
berry jelly and Mother tells me when she 
was young the fruit was used in sauce, 
like commercial cranberries, and were also 
made into pies during the season. 

Mrs. Bud Johnson 
Minot, N. Dakota 
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Age of Trees 


e niaes eae SB GULF PARK ESTATES 


Commenting on your inquiry in The ; a i Sa where the living is easy 


_—— a tee pial All homesites: % acre (75’ x 150’) 
age ot trees. is 1s Commonly etermine $8 DOWN; $8 MONTHLY 


by foresters by the use of an instrument | Pp y OF at, Total Costs: $895 in $6,000 Restricted area or 
called an increment borer which drills a = $695 in $3,000 Restricted area or Mobile homes. 


small hole in the tree, and removes a core | \ - buys a share in the future of 
which shows the annual rings, and thus aK ISSISSIPpI'S Fabulous Gulf Coast 


if 
ee ’ ee ae | MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR DEVELOPMENT 
indicates the tree’s age accurately. You 10,000 HOMESITES FOR 
VACATION-RETIREMENT HOME- INVESTMENT 


ORDERS FROM THIS AD WILL BE ASSIGNED 


might pass this information on to R. S. of 
Kansas who asked the original question. 


A. H. Briggs CORNER LOTS IF DESIRED 


- ° LOCATED: On the Mississippi Gulf Coast, where white available lots at printed prevailing prices. Buy NOW and 

Chadron Nebraska beaches extend 60 miles. Bays, bayous, rivers, offer get in on ground floor. Write for colorful brochure. 

crea one salt ce fishing. a Sor eee - Gulf WE MAKE IT EASY FOR YOU TO BUILD, as prices in- 

e ‘ 4 La rea s « r y . . » . av or: a D i 3 , . 

os a . . . : property; road paving; taxes and interest while paying; 

Unguentine Plant across the bay from Biloxi and Ocean Springs. all deed costs, title guarantee policy; land cleared with 

. IDEAL CLIMATE YEAR ‘ROUND: Com/‘ortably cool sum- our bulldozer. if desired; 100 shrubs and palms for 

Dear Editor: mers, rarely any chilly davs: excellent climate for landscaping. You may choose your contractor from many 

asthma, sinus, arthritis sufferers. Grows citrus fruits, competitive firms available, or we will assist you; also 
vegetables. abundantly in financing. 

PLANNED COMMUNITY: Gulf Park Estates will have PROPERTY VALUE is adequately protected by reasonable 

: ° pecias shopping centers, churches, schools, parks, Country restrictions of our propertv-owner committee. 
ber who is a registered nurse, gave some Club, Yacht Club. All property owners have privilege of For REFERENCE, contact Peoples Bank, Biloxi, Miss. 


At our last garden club meeting, a mem- 


. . ce entire beach and inland boat harbor. Many roads already 
information about medicinal plants. She paved. Guarantee with each purchase that fronting 

a street will be paved or suitable lot exchanged. Elec- 
had a small cactus which she called the tricity. telephone lines, flowing water already in SEND COUPON PLUS $8 ON EA. LOT. DEPOSIT TODAY! 


Bottled gas available until nearby natural gas is piped GULF PARK ESTATES Dept. KC-4, Biloxi, Miss 
my i ant” C i 7iSCi in. Many beautiful homes now exist in Gulf Park Estates area. pt. , ’ . 
Unguentine plant because its viscid sap The Mississippi Gulf Coast is 1.000 Miles—2 days driv- 


: : » ing time—NEARER than Southern Florida. Gulf Park Reserve for me homesites 0 $895 0 $695. 
is SO soothing to burns. She kee ps one of Estates offers highest elevation on the Gulf Coast, every 


, = Ba : homesite high and dry. Gulf Park Estates offers you Enclosed is deposit on each homesite. Send 
these plants growing on her kitchen win- easy. delightful living; friendly, interesting neighbors, contract, and map showing location. Are corner lots 


low living costs. desired? . tt is understood my deposit and 
It has START PLANNING YOUR FUTURE TODAY! Send $8 de- payments will be returned without question if requested 


dow sill to treat cooking burns. | 
posit, and we will mail you complete descriptive litera- in 90 days. | 


only rudimentary spines, 1S of medium green ture and plat (map) showing location. You may move 
° ° . ° ° on property or sell. once deposit is made. If vou decide 
with silvery spots, and its growth habit is | to cancel your contract within 90 days, deposit and all NAME.............-------ennnrereensensnnsnenenenccnsenesennsennenen 
e 7 payments will be refunded, 
angular and unattractive. So far as I INVEST SMALL AMOUNT NOW and count your profits | address.......-.-:---ccecocccecoccsecsccsececeoeeeeeecesceeeeee 
° “: tomorrow. We expect to sell 75° of the lots in 12 
know it has no blooms. Could someone months. Come choose your lots personally if you wish, 


identify this plant? 
Mrs. T. C. Crume 
Kentucky 


. Tell our advertisers you saw it advertised in 
Gas Plant from Seeds 
Dear Editor: FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America 


I read a question in your magazine from 
a Mrs. H.F.B., Minnesota, about how to 
get gas plant seeds to grow. I had this Do-It-Yourself With These 
same trouble for several years, and the FREE Handcraft Plans 


‘ » —— It’s easy to make these items: 
problem had me stumped. We have grown | joeriis oump aveet ——— 


glads for several years and I have often | toy Box SPICE RACK PLANTERS ne tae a 
removed the hard shells from the bulblets | LAMPS WEATHERVANE MONGURAIS Sa ane 
PULL TOYS CHILD’S SWING BIRD HOUSES AS 2 to 6 HP 


to get them to sprout readily. Last spring PLUS many other easy to use plans, whether you meri ) ‘Aaa «with complete 


é ’ i Rie own a shop full of power equipment or just a gear drive 
I had some of the gas plant (dictamnus ) coping saw. All of these, just to introduce you to [ . and reverse. 
seeds that a friend had given me, and I America’s newest and most exciting magazine . . . Free Cctalog 


The WORKBENCH .... chuck full of h ) 4 P 
removed the hard shell and found a small oar do-it-yourself ideas. a ee ; ae na 


ad ine : ‘ “ , . < Issued every other month, 35c a copy newsstand re = 
> d inside, just like = small glad corm. | price, $2.00 a year by mail. Send just $1.00 for ; Paden 
This is tedious work as it is difficult to re- | 10 months (5 issues) today. If you’re not com- 


: : letely he with first ; ba FULLY 
move the shell without crushing the seed. a pataasibans tchesaemaadinens GUARANTEED! 


I planted these “shelled” seeds about 2 WORKBENCH PAGE 1938 S. 81st St. oe 


; , attachments 
inch deep just before the frost was out of | 715 Handcraft Bldg. Kansas City 11, Mo. ene, Se. available! 
the ground. The germination was 75 per 
cent or better. They did not make large 


growth last year, but the root systems were _— G A n D F N M A ” . . R S FOR YEARS 


strong last fall, all ready to go this spring. Ba ; 
Ars. Soney Soi Name Plates Galvanized Steel '* “stsraitgs “"* 
narana 9 DIFFERENT STYLES We prepay east of the Miss. 


river—10% additional west 


A—12 inch hair pin type 18 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 4.00 
B— 7 inch plant Itbel ....... 80 for § 1.00; 1000 for $10.00 
C—10°° Garden Marker 10°’ High.. 15 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 4.50 
D— 3" Swing label 10°’ High....... 20 for § 1.00; 100 for $ 3.09 
E—11!/, inch Rose Marker .... 12 for § 1.00; 100 for $ 5.50 
F—20 inch Display double. like E 10 for $ 1.00: 100 for $ 7.50 
G—21 inch Single wire 25 for $ 1.50; 100 for $ 5.75 
H— 6 inch Pot label see 90 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 2.50 
] — 4 in. for African Violets...........100 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $ 6.00 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. Add 
10% to all above prices if west of Miss. River. 


Everlasting Label Co., Box 693, Paw Paw, Mich. 
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TN SCC RAL ERE LU aCe eed 


Never before anything like it! 


Recommended by leading professional iris 
growers after years of use in thousands of 
iris gardens the country over. 


@ Easy to apply—just spray on 


@insures complete borer control with 
proper application 


@ Economical—1 pint makes 4 full gallons 
of borer-killing solution 


@ Available at your favorite garden 
dealers or order with the coupon below 


G & R PRODUCTS, INC. 
102 Bloomingdale Rd. 


Itasca, Illinois, Dept. FGI 
Gentlemen: 
NID Sian iciiiesitiitinnsitteatermmmmnass 
Gray's Iris Borer Eradicator as follows 
Pints @ $1.85 
Quarts @ $2.95 
Galions (@), $8.75 
{Illinois customers add 3% occ. tax. West of Rockies add 20c.) 


. Please send at once 


Name 
Street & No. 
City & Zone 


Save 50% on ALUMINUM LAWN 
¢ EDGING 


‘ ft. Reg. 15c & 22c per ft. 
Hy 4” High MILL ENDS 
& REMNANTS OF 

FACTORY PRODUCTION 


Standard Corrugated ALUMINUM 

Grass Barrier Strip. Continuous lengths 

ae to 300 ft. Can be cut with ordinary 

P scissors or locked together by overlapping. 

Minimum quantity sold, 15 ft. Also available 
" high at i2c ft. We pay postage. 


GOLDEN RULE CO., Dept. G-18 
Box 345, Linden, New Jersey 


Plant Feeds on Pot. Grows Faster. 


See the roots grow right thru this pot—made of 
rich peat and plant food—and eat it up! Plant 
pot and all — right into garden soil or window 
box ... all in a jiffy. No transplanting; no shock. 
As plant devours pot, it grows faster, bigger, 
healthier. ideal for seed, bulbs, cuttings, seed- 
lings or mature plants. Used by famous com- 
mercial growers. PEATSIE POTSIES, full 24%,” 
nursery size; 24 in pkg., only $1, postpaid. Pkg. 
of 100 pots only $2.49. 1200 pots, wholesale, 
$23.95, ppd. CARDEN SUPPLY CUPBOARD, Box 
61, Terre Haute 12P, Indiana. 
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HE FORUM 


your questions answered by C. L. Quear 


My silver-lace vines do not begin 
blooming until October. I have been 
cutting them back in the fall. When 


| should pruning be done so that flowers 


will come earlier? Mrs. E. B., Wisconsin. 

Silver-lace vine, Polygonum auberti, is 
naturally fall blooming. A plant may be 
blooming in August in zone five after a 
growing season of approximately the same 
length as one blooming in October in 
zone two. Prune this vine in early spring, 
just as the new growth is starting. How- 
ever, pruning done either in the fall or 
spring will not advance the blooming time 
of your vine. 

When using sawdust as a summer 
mulch, how much sulfate of ammonia 
should be used with it? R. C., Indiana. 

When sawdust or any other organic mat- 
ter decomposes, the organisms that pro- 
mote decay use nitrogen from the soil. 
This nitrogen may be replaced by mixing 
stable dressing with the sawdust, or by 
adding inorganic nitrogen fertilizer in the 
form of sulfate of ammonia, or ammonium 


| nitrate. The amount needed depends upon 
| the fertility of the soil, the thickness of 


the sawdust, and the kinds of plants being 
mulched. Ammonium sulfate used at the 
rate of one pound per 100 square feet at 
intervals of six weeks during the growing 
season should be adequate under average 
conditions. 

My passion flower vine grows all over 
the side of the house, but never a sign 
of a bud or bloom. What would you 
suggest? Mrs. G. L. K., Ohio. 

The wild passion flower known as may- 


| pop dies down each winter. It is quite 


hardy and starts up in the spring and grows 
vigorously. It is not the exotic free flower- 


| ing vine common from zone seven to the 


tropics. If the vine could be protected in 
the spring to give it an earlier start, and 
thus a longer growing season, it would 
probably bloom. 

Last August I trimmed out all the 
black canes in my red raspberry patch. 
I was surprised and pleased to harvest 
a second crop of large berries in Octo- 
ber and early November; some of these 
were frozen in the first severe weather. 
Should I trim out these that were left 


frozen with undeveloped fruit on them? 
J. R. B., Michigan. 


In early spring prune back all canes 
to a height of four to five feet and re- 
move entirely any diseased or weak canes, 
Leave the removal of fruiting canes until 
mid-summer, after the spring crop has 
been harvested. In other words, remove 
the black canes, those that have fruited, 
only once each year. 

Could you tell me how and when to 
protect my lilacs against borers? Mrs, 
F. W., Missouri. 

The fight against lilac borers is a con- 
tinuous one and all the odds seem to be 
in favor of the borers. During the early 
spring cut off at ground level all dead, 
dying and weak stems, and burn them. 
All summer, especially from mid-summer 
on, watch the stems near the ground for 
holes and for evidence of boring dust being 
pushed from the canes. When a borer is 
found, slit the stem upward with a thin 
knife blade and kill him, or probe for him 
with a piece of soft wire. Or a crystal or 
two of moth balls may be placed in the 
hole and the opening plastered over with 
mud. The gas generated will kill the borer. 
Some protection may be had by keeping 
the canes near the ground sprayed from 
April until mid-summer with a spray con- 
taining DDT such as Detex. 

Last spring I mulched my garden with 
sawdust, alfalfa chaff and strawy mate- 
rials. I like mulch gardening, but last 
fall I discovered that I had grown a crop 
of the biggest, fattest and healthiest 
looking grub worms that I have ever 
seen! What am I going to do? Mrs. 
R. K., Towa. 

If grubs are doing damage, use one 
half pound of 50 per cent DDT powder 
either dry or in solution to 1000 square 
feet of area. It works best at high tem- 
peratures and has no effect below 50 
degrees. It is best applied in April or later. 
One half pound of chlordane either dusted 
or sprayed over each 1000 square feet is 
more quickly effective than the DDT. How- 
ever, it may affect the germination of cer- 
tain seeds, especially the cucurbits. Usually, 
late and deep spading will serve as a 
sufficient control measure since it turns 
up many of the grubs and allows them to 
freeze. When the average temperature gets 
below 50 degrees they are unable to burrow 
back deeply into the soil and are destroyed. 
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Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 
Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 
in this column. No questions can be acknowledged or answered except in this column. 
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Could you predict for me the result 
if a grass fire should get away and burn 
over an established stand of Meyer 
zoysia Z-52 when it was in a dormant 
state? K. P. W., Missouri. 

An area of zoysia grass burned over in 
the spring of 1957 seemingly came out a 
little sparse, but soon exhibited no adverse 
affects. As far as I could tell it did no 
harm whatever. The dormant zoysia burns 
easily. 

Will a tulip tree live in this climate? 
Mrs. H. R., Missouri. 

The tulip-tree, Liriodendron tulipifera, 
is hardy in Missouri. A specimen on the 
grounds of the Kansas City Life Insur- 
ance Company has a circumference of 
over eight feet and a height in excess of 
75 feet. 

Our magnolia tree has several shoots 
at the base. Can these be removed and 
made to grow? If so, when and how? 
H. C. G., Missouri. 

Magnolias have fleshy roots that make 
transplanting any side shoots difficult. 
Sprouts should not be dug away from the 
parent plant for a root injury could kill 
the entire tree. Better bend over the 
sprouts, scar with a knife the bark on one 
side where they touch the ground, and peg 
them to the ground. Then cover them 
with at least two inches of soil at the point 
where the bark has been scraped. After 


two seasons this layer may be cut from | 
the parent plant and the new plant may | 
be balled out and moved to a new location. | 


What is wrong with huge bushes of 
forsythia that have only a few straggly 
blooms? Mrs. J. L. M., Missouri. 

The removal of old canes which permit 
the new wood a chance to set flower buds 
should help the forsythia. Pruning should 
be done immediately after the flowering 
season and besides removing the older 
canes, all long pendulous canes should be 
headed back moderately. Often lack of 
bloom must be credited to late freezing 
weather which destroys the bloom buds 
but does not injure the plant. Some of 
the newer hybrid forsythias bloom much 
profusely than the Old World 
varieties which have long been used. 

What kind of soil does creeping phlox 
require? Our plants do not spread, and 
they always look ratty. Should they be 
divided or cut back? Mrs. H. G. M., 


Tennessee. 


Phlox subulata enjoys a light well 
drained soil. It must, above all, be well 
drained. If allowed to clamber over and 
around rocks in good light, this ground 
cover becomes a solid bed of color in the 
spring. It seems to prefer being left un- 
disturbed, requiring neither cutting back, 
dividing or thinning. Occasionally phlox 
dies out in spots if subjected to severe mid- 
summer drouth. An occasional watering 
during the summer should be given the 
plants. Otherwise they need no attention. 
Phlox does not thrive in heavy shade, and 
will gradually become thin and weak. # 
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THIS SEASON: 
spray better 
and easter 


You can get a lot more fun out of 
gardening when you use power to 
spray, just as you do to cut grass. 
Here’s the ideal unit—the popular 
“701” Champion. It’s compact, rolls 
easily on big wheels, 1 hp gasoline 
engine starts quickly; spray any 
amount up to 10 gallons. Any kind 
of spraying becomes a simple matter; 
nozzle adjusts to every spray pattern. 


See your garden center 
or write for literature 


CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 


Mfr. Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6567 HEINTZ AVE. + DETROIT 11, MICH. 


Distributorships available—write for details 


to multiply your plants - 


And so much fun, too. Because garden- Vou! 


ing’s always fun when you can expect 
success—and you can with Rootone. With 
this wonderful hormone powder, your 
slips and cuttings—roses, African violets, 
chrysanthemums and other favorites — 
take hold fast; put out strong, healthy 
roots; grow with miraculous speed. And 
it’s as inexpensive to use as its results are 
sure. And remember, Rootone has a fun- 
gicide added to it—this controls damping 
off and other soil-borne diseases. So take 
a tip from professional gardeners. /nsure 
your success with Rootone—enjoy your 
gardening indoors and out as never before! 


Va-oz. packet 25c 2-oz. jar $1 


At garden-supply and hardware stores 
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BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
Port Washington 8A, Wisconsin 
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RIDING MOWER 
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AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Ambler, Pa. St. Joseph, Mo. Niles, Calif. 


Weedone® « Weedone Crab Grass Killer Sodar « Weedust® « ACP Rose & Floral Dust 


| WEEDONE | ACP Poison Ivy Killer * Gro-Stuf » Fruitone « Transplantone « ACP Garden Doctor 
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YARD and GARDEN 
TOOLS 


Save You Money... 
Save You Work 


ELECTRIC 
LAWN TRIMMER 
AND EDGER 
A real beauty in 

looks and per- 
formance. 2-way 
swivel head 
changes blade 
position for edg- 
ing or trimming. 
110-v motor, 

5” blade. Fast, 
safe, powerful! 


HEDGE TRIMMER 
ATTACHMENT 
FOR %” ELECTRIC 
DRILL 


12” blade in 
new Lock- 
Cut design to 
hold twigs 
and branches 
without 


slipping. 


ELECTRIC 
KUL-T-VATOR 
Why slave over 
a back-breaking 
hoe? Kul-T- 
Vator aerates, 
cultivates, pul- 
verizes . . . elec- 
trically! Self- 
powered by 
110-v. motor. 
Sturdy, efficient 
-..~ built to last! 


ELECTRIC 
HEDGE TRIMMER 


Sensational 
new Lock-Cut 
blade design 
holds twigs and 
branches with- 
out slipping. 
110-v. motor, 
fingertip 
switch, 12” tool 
steel blade. 
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CENTRAL STAMPING & MFG. CO. 


POLO, 


ILLINOIS 





Standing Cypress 


IF you LIKE a lot of color in your 
garden during July and August, plant 
the standing cypress. Its botanical 


| . ae 
name is Gilia rubra. The panicles of 


striking, flame colored flowers are 
borne on straight stems above fine, 
feathery foliage similar to that of 
cosmos. 

They grow in a pyramid shape, two 
or three feet tall, but may be pinched 
out to form a bush shape. They thrive 
in any good garden soil, but they do 
equally as well in sandy ground and 
need little, if any, extra water from 
the hose. No pest or disease seems to 
bother this plant. The spring planted 
seedlings don’t mind cold winters, 
even without any protection. 

Standing cypress makes a striking 


| companion plant for hemerocallis— 


especially soft yellow varieties. Gilia 


| is also lovely nodding above marguer- 


ites, blue larkspur with. white Shasta 
daisies nearby, or in front of tiger 
lilies with a drift of white phlox below. 

Here they start blooming in July, 
and if prevented from making seed 
pods, they will continue to bloom 
until frost. Once you grow this bi- 
ennial (sometimes perennial) you will 
always want its lovely blossoms among 
your summer perennials. 

Standing cypress reseeds itself abun- 
dantly, but never becomes a nuisance 
in the garden. The seedlings are easily 
transplanted. 

Mrs. Chris Thomsen 
Exeter, Nebraska 





DAYLILIES 


e 
Evelyn Claar 
Hesperus .... 
High Noon 
Painted Lady .... 
Picture 
Pink Damask .... 
Pink Prelude 
Potentate ese 
Prima Donna . 
Revolute ...... 


pavovuns nent 
sesssesseses 


Free Catalog. Also Perennials. Special Begin- 
ners’ Collection — All colors, all seasons, 10 
labeled, freshly dug, postpaid $4.50. 


HEMKNOLL 


WHIPPANY 8 NEW JERSEY 


WILD FLOWER CATALOG 


Write for Putney Nursery’s 1958 Garden Book, 
listing many Ferns, Wild Flowers, new and old 
Perennials, Fruit Trees, Herbs and Shrubs. 


“Grown in Vermont, It’s Hardy” 


Putney Nursery, Inc. 
Box 833A PUTNEY, VERMONT 


ORCHID CLEARANCE 


Fabulous Bargains — perhaps the greatest sale of its 
kind ever held! Large commercial grower discontinuing 
cut flowers must clear greenhouse for other uses, hence 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

Named Hybrids originally costing $10 to $25 each, out 
of 4-inch pots (many larger). all blooming sive 
Now—$5.00 each, 6 for $25.00; 15 for $50.00 Ppd. 

Pot-luck, of course, at these low, low prices, but we 
guarantee —— _— ee _ quality-wise. Your 
choice — slightly bicher. List fer_stamn 


GROWERS EXCHANGE INC. FARMINGTON 3, MICH, 


5-6-7-9 HP. 
2 wheel & 


BUY DIRECT 
SAVE ON 
TILLERS * TRACTORS 


Full line of ottochments for 
mowing, gardening, forming 
2-3-4 HP. TILLERS. 12°-16" CUT 


FREE CATALOG 
& PRICE LIST 


y 4 wheel tractors 
RED-E TRACTOR CO 
4 38th St., Richfield, Wisc, 


DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 


The most popular catalog devoted exclusively 
to exhibition dahlias. 400 newest and standard 
varieties. All types. 68 pages, 100 illustrations. 
It’s free. 


Rocky River Dahlia Gardens 


East River Rd., Dept. K, Columbia Station, Ohio 
Largest growers of exhibition dahlias in the Midwest. 


HANDY GRAFTING KITS 


Graft Fruits, Nuts, Roses, etc. 
ALL-SEASON materials and 
easy instructions. Graft in 
dormant season; bud in grow- 
ing seasons. Dauhber-in-bottle 
grafting paste. budding strips, 
ete. GRAFTING MADE EASY, 
revised, included. Kit shown, 
$4.25 plus 45c mailing costs. 
Smaller kit, $2.95 plus 35c. 
C.0.D.’s OK Free bulletin. 


Green Thumb Products 
Box 6273-FG, Memphis, Tenn. 


Rare Flowering Plants 


Unusual House Plants, and Hardy Perennial 
Plants, packed to ship safely coast to coast. 
| Hundreds of kinds, to make your garden 
| “different’’, and delightful. Seeds and Bulbs, 
too. Ask for illustrated catalog. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


Moorestown Dept. V8 


New Jersey ||| 


"a LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR 


2 $20 to $60 a day. Millions of new and old 
homes, estates. etc., need modern landscaping. Con- 
tracting is full time job for those who want to start 
own business. Start with smaller projects and work 
into larger ate. We show indeed how. Easy-to-follow 
Home Study —— Ree eds of successful grad- 
uates. Write for 
NATIONAL *CANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Dept. D-48 


11826 San Vicente Bivd. Los Angeles 49. Calif. 
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Sprayers and Dusters 
(Continued from page 23) 


Disadvantages: 1. Two people required for 
best operating many types. 2. Moving large, 
full sprayer difficult on soft soil. 3. Some 
models limited to fairly level areas. 4. More 
expensive ($20 to $65) but will last long time 
if properly cared for. 


Garden Hose Attachments 


These are screwed onto your garden hose 
and water does the “pumping.” The chemicals 
are added to a glass jar (you mix up the 
chemicals or spray concentrate to make 1 to 
6 gallons of spray) or cartridges are inserted 
into a transparent chamber which makes a 
certain number of gallons of spray. Many of 
the new pesticides (malathion, methoxychlor, 
captan, lindane, DDT) are now available in 
spray cartridges. 

Advantages: 1. More ideal than practical at 
present. 2. Big advancements made in recent 
years. 3. Easy 

Disadvantages: 1. Must move hose carefully 
around garden to avoid plant injury. 2. Ma- 
terials may not dissolve at constant rate. 3. 
Hose pressures often insufficient to break 
spray into fine, penetrating mist. 4. Don’t know 
spray concentration leaving nozzle. 


Precharging Sprayers 


This new, two-wheel, 15-gallon cart sprayer 
has a special pressure tank which is precharged 
with a tire pump (hard work) or at a helpful 
filling station. One “charge” gives up to 10 
minutes of continuous spraying at a constant, 
desired pressure (up to 200 pounds). Tank is 
equipped also with a conventional hand pump. 
About $75 to $90. 


Small Power Sprayers 
(10 to 50 gallons) 


These may be the power wheelbarrow, or 
estate sprayers, and may vary greatly in con- 
struction and design. Generally one- or two- 
cylinder pumps deliver from 1 to 5 gallons 
of spray per minute with a pressure of 20 
to 400 pounds which can be accurately regu- 
lated. Most models are equipped with agitators 
to keep spray materials in suspension. Those 
with two small wheels and larger tank 
capacities (20 gallons and up) may be difficult 
to move about when full. The large-wheeled 
models are more maneuverable. Power sprayers 
usually come equipped with an adjustable 
hand spray gun and hose. Some types may 
have such features as: a trailer or tractor hitch 
for long distance hauling, a spray boom for 
fow-crop spraying (may come as optional 
equipment), skid mount and others. Excellent 
for estates and large gardens, small orchards, 
and greenhouses. 

Advantages: 1. No hand pumping. 2. One 
man operation. 3. High, even pressure. 4. 
larger capacity pump. 5. Can cover large areas 
quickly. 

Disadvantages: 1. More expensive than other 
types ($145 to $400 or more). 2. Large garden 
estate probably needed to pay way. 3. Not 
economical of spray material. 4. May be harder 
to reach odd corners without buying extra hose. 
5. Must be kept in good working order. 


Kinds of Dusters 
Small Hand Dusters 


Plunger Type (Y2 to 12 pounds of dust)— 
These are useful for treating small areas ac- 
curately without waste. The air pump _ is 
Operated like an atomizer sprayer, with the 
dust chamber being made of cardboard, metal 
or glass. These dusters are easy to operate 
but usually do not provide even coverage. Never 
fill more than two-thirds full because the dust 
may come out too heavily. Cardboard cartons 
with paraffined cylinders telescoped together 
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often clog up in damp weather. These small 
dusters should be shaken occasionally for more 
uniform discharge. Many have adjustable 
nozzles or deflector caps for dusting up, down 
or straight ahead. 

Small Bellows and Rotary-type (crank) Dusters 
(Y2 to 5 pounds dust)—These are easy to 
operate and give better coverage than plunger 
types. They are held easily in the hands. It 
may be difficult~to direct the dust exactly 
where you want it because the dust nozzle 
is moved about in the dusting operation. Some 
lighter models require frequent refilling. Ideal 
for continuous dusting of small gardens. 

Advantages of hand dusters: 1. Cheap (50 
cents to $15). 2. Light and easy to use. 3. 
Faster than spraying—no sprayer to clean out 
either! 

Disadvantages of hand dusters: 1. Tiresome 
to operate for long periods. 2. Good for small 
areas only. 3. Some models apply dust un- 
evenly. 4. May leave unsightly blotches if 
plants are wet when dusted. 


Knapsack Dusters 
(5 to 25 pounds dust) 

Bellows type—Both this and the rotary-fan 
type are suitable for large gardens and estates. 
You can dust almost as fast as you can walk. 
The bellows type is carried on the back like a 
knapsack sprayer, but is much lighter in 
weight. Excellent for spot treatment of indi- 
vidual plants or hills. Throws up a fine cloud 
of dust when bellows are constricted by moving 
the handle. The most useful type has a long 
extension tube with a flaring “‘fish-tail” nozzle. 
The nozzle can be adjusted to insure thorough 
under-leaf coverage. Puff the dust up through 
the plant to give maximum protection. 

Rotary-fan (or crank) type—Operated by a 
crank and carried in front by means of shoulder 
straps. Excellent for dusting row crops and 
even small orchards. A steady, even cloud of 
dust is obtained as you walk and crank at 
a uniform rate. Delivery tube and nozzles are 
adjustable both for height and direction. Knap- 
sack dusters discharge from 1 to 45 pounds 
of dust per acre by adjustment of the feed 
regulator. This setting, will vary for dusts of 
different densities. Necessary adjustment is 
easily made by first covering a trial area of 
known size. 

Advantages: 1. Steady, even flow. 2. Cover 
large areas rapidly without refilling. 3. Simple 
to use—no stooping. 4. Lightweight. 

Disadvantages: 1. Tiresome after using 
several hours. 2. More expensive (about $20 
to $35) than hand dusters. 


Small Power Dusters 
(60 to over 200 pounds of dust) 

Most practical for quickly protecting estates, 
large gardens and small orchards. These may 
be powered by an engine or tractor and 
differ in type of mounting, fan and distribu- 
tion system. Most are equipped with an agitator 
to assure a constant feed of a uniform dust 
mixture. The metering device may be adjusted 
to apply from 5 to 100 pounds of dust per acre. 
Fans deliver from 500 to 10,000 or more 
cubic feet of air per minute at velocities of 
from 50 to 100 miles or more per hour. Much 
higher velocities and larger volumes are de- 
livered by large, commercial fruit type dusters. 
Smaller power dusters (weighing 50 to 60 
pounds loaded) are carried on the back. Flexible 
discharge tubes allow aiming the dust stream 
in any direction—to dust small, 
tall plants. 

Advantages: 1. Cover large acreages. 2. 
Rapid. No refilling, saves labor and time. 3. 
Equipment is light. 4. Cheaper than sprayers 
designed for the same job. 

Disadvantages: 1. Can only dust when air 
is calm (especially for trees). 2. May not give 
as good pest control. 3. Dust often blows 
onto other plants. 4. Materials more expensive 
than sprays to cover same area. 5. Need careful 
adjustment of feed regulator. # 
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YARD and GARDEN 
TOOLS 


Save You Money... 
Save You Work 


QUALITY 
ALWAYS 
GUARANTEED 


COMBINATION YARD 
CART SPREADER 


2 helpers in 1. 
Big, sturdy 
cart holds 3% 
GE BOs «a's 
comes complete 
with fine- 
quality covered 
spreader 
mechanism. 


LAWN 
SPREADER 
Choice of 3 
sizes from 16” 
to28” for 
every need. 
Finest qual- 
ity construc- 
tion, new- 
design accu- 
rate feed 
control. 


BARRO- 

CART 

Handles like a 
wheelbarrow, 
yet does the 
work of a cart! 
Extra-large 

4% cu. ft. 
capacity, auto- 
motive-type 
cradle suspen- 
sion for extra 
strength. Built- 
in rear tool rack. 
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WHY FAT 
GIRLS NEED 
MORE HELP 


Your Particular Body 
May Cause You To Crave 
Food More Than Average 


by Ruth Pfahler 


Stop thinking you are a spineless creature be- 
cause you fall off your diet. Stop comparing 
yourself to others. The needs of your body, your 
craving for food, your particular problem may be 
twice as big as other people. If you will accept 
this simple fact, that YOU NEED HELP, I can 
give you a plan that will take off pounds and 
inches almost like magic. 


In tke first place, SHUT UP! Don’t tell a soul 
you are going to reduce, except your doctor, if 
you desire. Wait for their compliments! In the 
second place, GET HELP that will keep you from 
having those constant craving hunger pains. I 
can supply the help that will make dieting fully 
50% easier and can help you take off lots and 
lots of pounds and keep it off. I have done it 
for thousands. I can help you take fat off if 
you will let me. 


FAT HELP PLAN 


This entire plan is based on this fact: You crave 
something in your stomach—so I give it to you. 
What I give you has little or no food value. You 
add it to a reasonable modest diet of regular food. 





You Get Capsules, Nibblers, Vitamins, 
5 Diets, A diet plan 


I Send Candy. Yes, candy! 27 pieces of tasty 
caramel-like “Slim-Quick” candy that we ex- 
pect you to nibble on between meals. The 
secret is—it has a very low caloric content... 
it satisfies your urge to eat without creating fat. 


I Also Send Capsules. 112 of them. These you 
take before meals. They contain a harmless 
bulk ingredient that expands gently in your 
stomach to partly spoil your appetite. So— 
you won't eat as much! 


Vitamins Included. A strong multiple vitamin 
is in the capsules to keep up your pep and 
energy while dieting. 

I Send 5 Diets. Special Diet for Fat Stomachs 
and Thick Waistlines; High Protein Diet for 
People Past 35; 2 Day “Jolt-Off Pounds” 
Diet; Special Diet for Fat Hips and Thighs; 
How To Stay Thin After Losing Fat. 


48 Page Fat Booklet Sent. It includes a won- 
derful 14 Day Appetite Control Plan (that 
can be repeated). 


Neo Medicines—No Drugs—No nervousness. This 
is an “eating” plan, not a drug or starvation 
plan. It works because it gives you something 
to put in your stomach — and that gives you 
will power. 


The complete plan is $8.95. If you need to lose 
a lot of weight, you need it all. If you only need 
to lose 15 or 20 Ibs., you can order it without the 
nibbler candy for $5.95. If you need to lose about 
10 Ibs. and have some will power, the 5 diets 
alone may be enough. They can be ordered alone 
for $1.00. These plans are fully guaranteed. You 
risk nothing. If you aren’t simply thrilled with 
your loss of pounds, I will refund your money 
very cheerfully. 


My name is Ruth Pfahler. I am a dietitian 
specializing in fat diets. I have been in this 
business 25 years. I operate ethically and fairly. 
I will help you if you will let me. I will send 
your money back if you aren’t helped. Clip this. 





Order from: 
Seecscececssssesssssscssssgsssssssssssssssssssssessses: 


RUTH B. PFAHLER, Dietitian 
Dept. 514, Decatur, Illinois 


Enclose check, cash or money order. Post- 
age paid. 


I eee enn nena 


II isccneihnemnctenieiaiecieahddiaindiainerenniimpennnenememamningnnintie 


(C0 Send me the works for $8.95. 
(0 Send everything but Nibblers for $5.95. 
(0 Send me only the 5 diets for $1.00. 
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Power Lawn Mowers 
(Continued from page 25) 

louder than quality, and the customer 
who buys on price alone, finds he got 
no bargain at all! Good mowers are 
built to give you efficient, economical 
service for four to seven years, and 
the better models will often give up 
to 15 years of good service! 

However, power equipment is in 
oversupply to some extent. It is being 
produced faster than it is used up. 
Some manufacturers sell shoddy mer- 
chandise that is built for price appeal, 
but a few others must sell good equip- 
ment at distress prices, and are forced 
out of this highly competitive field. 

Shop first for quality, and then for 
price. A quality product is always 
your best and most economical buy in 
the long run. Good service, spread 
over several years will represent a 
greater saving than does the false 
economy of a cheap price paid for 
shoddy equipment. 


Which Mower for You? 


The reel type and the rotary blade 
mowers will both do a good job of 
mowing, but each has its particular 
advantages. 

The rotary power mower: 

Cuts grass and weed stalks no matter 
how tall. If you let the mowing go for 
a while, the rotary will still cut the grass 
and weeds quickly. * 

Trims close to trees, walks and shrubs. 
Some rotaries will cut to within 12-inch 
of the obstacles. 

Can be adjusted to cut higher than the 
reel type. 

Most models are less expensive to buy 
than reel type mowers. 

Easier to handle on most lawns, es- 
pecially around obstacles. 

The blade is easier to sharpen. 

Mulches clippings for a healthier lawn, 
and eliminates raking. 

Sticks, stones, and small objects care- 
lessly left on the lawn will not stall the 


mower. These objects will often dull the 
blade. 


The reel type mower is preferred 
by estate gardeners and greenskeep- 
ers, as well as home owners who want 
the golf-green look for their lawns. 
The advantages of the reel type 
mower include: 

Smooth cut. The reel 
cleanly and evenly. 

All power reel mowers are self-propelled, 
while only the more expensive rotaries 
are self-propelled. The reel mowers are 
easier to operate on grades and hills. 

Cutting height can be adjusted to less 
than '2-inch. 

Can be operated with a grass catcher 


shears grass 


to catch clippings. 

Considered generally safer to operate 
than the rotary blade mower. 

Electric mowers comprise around 
four per cent of the power mower 
sales. They cannot be operated over 
a large area because of the cord 
length limit. Care must also be taken 
to avoid cutting the power line. Wet 
grass and an electric short circuit can 
present a hazard. 

However, electric mowers are very 
quiet to operate. One model is even 
equipped with headlight for mowing 
after dark! 

Other advantages of the electric 
mower are the low purchase cost: low 
maintenance, the light weight and the 
fact that it is clean to operate. 


How Big an Engine? 


Your mower must have enough 
power to drive the blade without stall- 
ing. For a 17-inch mower, a 142 h.p. 
engine is adequate. For a 20-inch 
mower, the engine should be 2 to 2% 
h.p. The size of the engine required 
will depend somewhat on your lawn. 
If it’s heavy grass, you'll need more 
power. For easy to cut grass such as 
rye or bluegrass, less power is required. 


Points to Consider 


Most of the following suggestions 
pertain to rotary blade power mowers, 
since these represent over 60 per cent 
of the sales. Here are some features to 
look for in your new mower. 

1. Decks or housings. Aluminum 
alloy decks are excellent since they will 
not shatter or rust. Steel decks will 
sometimes bend, or rust. The replace- 
ment cost of a shattered deck can be 
discouraging. 

Top models on most lines have un- 
breakable decks or housings. Ask your 
dealer about the features before you 
buy. Some mowers are guaranteed in 
writing against breakable decks. If the 
mower you buy does not have an un- 
breakable deck, avoid giving it rough 
or careless jarring. 


2. Wheels. Steel wheels are most 
durable and are found on most well 
built power mowers. A few of the low 
priced mowers have plastic wheels 
which are much more subject to break- 
age. Remember too, that larger wheels 
make a mower handle easier, especially 
on uneven ground. Seven or eight- 
inch steel wheels are best. Some econ- 
omy models have six-inch wheels. 

Most reputable manufacturers offer 
nylon bearings in the wheels but ball 
bearings are also satisfactory. Remem- 
ber that the wheels should be oiled 
lightly at least every other season. 
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Place a drop or two of oil on both sides 
of the wheel. 


3. Grass Chutes. When the grass 
is wet or heavy, it tends to mat or 
clump. The mower without a grass 
chute will ball the grass and leave the 
lawn untidy. Many power mowers are 
equipped with grass chutes, and it’s 
debatable whether front, side or rear 
discharge chutes are most effective. 
However, most well known _ brands 
have side discharge chutes. The chute 
should also be self-cleaning, so the 
grass will not collect in the corners. 
A smooth, rounded underside will stay 
clean longer. It is best with any mower 
to avoid cutting grass when it is wet, 
and it should not be allowed to grow 
so heavy it is difficult to cut. How- 
ever, under these circumstances, a dis- 
charge chute is most desirable to help 
keep the mower clean and the lawn 
tidy. 

4. Engines and Mufflers. The sizes 


Strawberries 
(Continued from page 21) 


drying out of the soil and “burning” 
oi the leaves, heap soil around the 
base of the barrel and tie evergreen 
boughs loosely but thickly around the 
sides and over the top. Or set up a 
cylinder of poultry netting around the 
barrel about a foot outside it and 
stuff the space between barrel and 
netting loosely with straw or salt hay. 

Theoretically the central core for 
watering and drainage should not be 
necessary if the soil used in the barrel 
is porous and humusy enough. But I 
have yet to see a strawberry barrel 
without that gravel-filled core in 
which the plants looked as happy and 
were as productive as in the fully 
equipped barrels. 


Strawberry “Hills” 


One of the most interesting and 
decorative ways of growing straw- 
berries is in circular terraced gardens. 
Perhaps you call them “Pyramid gar- 
dens.” The term “Pyramid” used in 
this connotation is a registered trade- 
mark name owned by one company. 

In case you have yet to see one of 
these circular terraced gardens, they 
look, after they are set up but before 
they are planted, like a circular flight 
of three broad, low steps. The risers 
of the steps are the three five-inch 
metal strips you buy and the 12-inch 
treads are the soil terraces on which 
the strawberries are planted. When 
the plants have grown a while, cover- 
ing both terraces and bands with their 
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of the engines are covered elsewhere in 
this article. One objection to some 
rotary mowers is the noise they make 
in operation. The engine exhaust 
makes the most noise, but sometimes 
the blades scream or the housings rat- 
tle. A good muffler will at least par- 
tially quiet the exhaust noise. Small 
mufflers on some engines are actually 
little more than open ends of exhaust 
pipes. A few quality built mowers 
have large mufflers. and are quite 
effective. Other manufacturers say 
that when the exhaust is under the 
housing, the exhaust noise is partially 
silenced by the housing itself. 


Summing It Up 


Be as selective of the mower dealer 
as you are in picking the brand. A 
reputable dealer will gladly offer de- 
pendable suggestions to help you get 
the right size and type of mower for 
your needs. 


luxuriant foliage, the structure as- 


sumes more the fanciful appearance of | 


a low, green-clad hill rising out of 
your garden or lawn. 

As a matter of fact, you do not 
even need to have a lawn or garden 
to raise strawberries in one of these 
terraced gardens. They can be set up 
on a concrete patio, a flat roof or 
even an unused corner of the drive- 
way. 


The basic components of a circular 
terraced garden are the three metal 
bands, about half a cubic yard of good 
garden loam, a bushel of coarse sand 
and 50 husky strawberry plants. 
There are other accessories, offered 
by the enterprising manufacturers, 
which you can buy but they are not 
by any means essential, although I 
find the simple little “built-in” sprink- 
ler which came with my bands rather 
useful. 


The metal bands are usually made 
of aluminum. Most of those being 
sold this year are corrugated for addi- 
tional strength. You receive them as 
three strips, each a different length, 
all rolled quite tightly together. When 
the two ends of the longest strip are 
fastened together, by means of a 
simple interlocking device requiring 
no tools, you have a cylinder of metal 
five inches high and six feet in diam- 
eter. This serves as a retaining wall 
for the bottom terrace. The next 
longest strip forms a similar band ap- 
proximately four feet across to con- 
tain the second terrace. The third 
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* ORIGINATIONS 
FOR '58 


UME om 
GREENHOUSES 


°* PINK GENEVA—Rounded pink petals, outlined with 
starry white edge. Leaves of medium green.. $1.50 each. 
* HELEN VAN PELT WILSON—Exciting new girl type 
pink geneva. $2.00 each. 

* RED GLOW—Lush raspberry shade with deeper center 


radiating a glow. Medium green leaf, red flushed back. 
$1.50 each. 


RECENT INTRODUCTIONS $1.50 Each 
Monaco Pink Clarissa Harris Fringed Pom Pom 
Blue Tango White Tango Pink Petticoats 
Star Gazer Ruthie Pink Fog 


NEW PROFUSE BLOOMERS $1.25 Each 
Pink Puff, Cydonia, Dixie Moonbeam, St. Louis, 
Delight. 

POPULAR VARIETIES AT $1.00 EACH 
Angel Lace, America, Blue Peak, Camelia, Dbl. Inspiration, 
Dbl. Painted Girl, Evelyn Johnston, Icicle, Pink Cushion, 
Pink Miracle, Purple Knight, Rosewing, Santa Maria, 
Spanish Lace, Trudy, Wine Velvet. 
Please include 45¢ on all plant orders of $3.00 or less; 
on all orders over $3.00 add 65c postage, west of Miss. 
add 85c. 


Tonka 


New 1958 color catalog 


TINARI GREENHOUSES sETHAYRES 2, PA. 


ALL your gardening needs are ad- 
vertised in FLOWER & GARDEN 
Magazine. Read ads carefully 
order early. 


PINK Daffo dils 


F 
S\ZE 2 5 
Dainty Pink Daffodils from 
Holland. Two Number 1 
size, round bulbs, postpaid 
for only 25c. Supply lim- 
? ited. Order now, cash with 
order. Delivery October ist. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
553-P. Galesburg, Mich. 


SPRING SALE 
CATALOG 


on hundreds of world-famous 

hoes ursery flowers, berries, shrubs, 
a trees. 16 page, illustrated 
Spring Sale Catalog just off the ress — 
yours for the asking —send postcar today! 


R. M. KELLOGG COMPANY 
DEPT. (FG-48) THREE RIVERS, MICH. 


FREE! 


_—_ 


Pile el 
CREEPING PHLOX 
and CUSHION MUMS 


- Startling Springtime color March to early 
summer. Hardy, low growing perennial 
thrives in most climates. A grand show of 
exciting pink or red from even the dry sandy 
soils. Soft lacy EVERGREEN 4 to 6 inches 
high. Dainty disc-like flowers completely 
cover plants in spring. BEAUTY SU- 
PREME for borders, slopes, terraces or 
landscaping fields. Phlox crowds out weeds. 


EASY TO PLANT—EASY TO GROW 


Plants set 8 or 10 inches apart form a solid 

‘ sheet of pink the second season and a beau- 

tiful accent ie first season—a show that will stir the envy of your 

neighbors. You can plant in any climate before soil is deeply frozen. 
We ship March to October. 


YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
(licensed nursery — bank references) 

ORDER NOW FOR SHIPMENT IN YOUR PLANTING 

SEASON. Enclose Money Order (if you live in Wash. State, add 

sales tax) 25 plants $2.50—50 plants $4.50—100 plants $8.00. 


ROGERCREST GARDENS, Dept. F-4, Rt. 2, Wenatchee, Wash. 
Gorgeous Cushion Mums in assorted colors also available at above 
prices plus 25c (per order) if you specify colors to be individually 


tagged. Low growing, forest green foliage, massed bloom summer 
into late fall. They multiply year after year. 
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FREE IRIS CATALOG 
Over 1,000 Varieties 


Tall, Intermediate, Dwarf, hardy Midwest grown 


IRIS SPECIALISTS 
CARDINAL IRIS GARDENS 


HAMILTON, INDIANA 


WATER LILY 
TUB GARDEN SPECIAL 


. “White Pygmy” HARDY LILY or 
liltemaeate eu” Hardy lilies 
State Choice 
Plus Water os Vooer, Ws _* Grass, 
Water 
ALL FOR $4.00 
Postpaid 
FREE CATALOG 


VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Rt. No. 1, Dept. MS, Upland, Calif. 
(Closed Sundays) 


ott ApPPY Birthday 


This PARTY PACK has everything for 
a HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARTY for your 


CHILD. It is suitable for children of 

all ages — It will serve 8 guests. 

PACK consists of 99 Colorful Items of the 
following: — 


1 Fancy Decorated Happy Birthday Table- 
cloth size 58 x 88. 
1 Delightful Game for the entire party. 
1 Box of Candles for the Birthday Cake. 
AND 8 of each of the following items: 
Plates, Drinking Cups with Handles, Nap- 
kins, Spoons, Forks, Candy or Nut Baskets, 
Fancy Party Hats, Beautiful Party Prizes, 
Candle Holders, Large Colorful Balloons, 
Party Invitations, Cards and Envelopes. 


EVERYTHING to make your CHILD’S BIRTH- 
DAY PARTY the HAPPIEST DAY of the YEAR. 
99 Colorful Items ALL IN ONE LARGE BOX. 
-A $6.00 VALUE—SPECIAL $4.25—Post Prepaid 
—No C.O.D. Please—Cash—Check or M. O. 
You will be delighted or your money back. 


“Ae Happy Birthday 
Party P sick 


5139 North Clark Street, Dept. A-80 
Chicago 40, Illinois 
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one, the shortest, becomes a band 
two feet across to surround the top- 
most terrace. One maker offers an 
even smaller size with a bottom diam- 
eter of only five feet. 


Proper Placement 


After you have converted your 
three metal strips into bands by con- 
necting the two ends of each one, the 
next step in setting up the garden is 
to drive a stake into the ground at 
the center of the area it is to occupy. 
Knot a piece of cord securely, but not 
tightly, around that stake and fasten 
to the other end of the cord at a dis- 
tance of exactly three feet a shorter, 
pointed peg. Keeping the cord taut, 
mark a circle on the ground with the 
pointed peg. On the circle set the 
band for the bottom terrace. This will 
insure your getting it perfectly round. 

If your kit includes the sprinkler, 
it will help to drive the center stake 
just far enough into the ground so 
that its top is 17 inches above the 
ground level. Then you can tie or 
tape the sprinkler head to the stake 
to hold it while you are building the 
terraces around it. Later on you can 
saw off the top of the stake if it 
sticks up too far. Tape over the top 
of the sprinkler or tie a bag over it to 
keep dirt out during the job. Lead the 
tube out under the six-foot band. 

Fill inside the bottom band with 
good loam mounding it up toward 
the center to allow for settling. Place 
the second band on top, taking some 
pains to center it and to be sure it 
is round. 


Inside this second band, first dump 
the bushel of coarse sand to insure 
good drainage. Then finish filling 
inside that band with loam, mound- 
ing it as you did the first terrace. 

Add the third band, of two-foot 
diameter, atop that terrace. Fill it 
with loam. Water the whole terraced 
garden thoroughly to settle the soil. 
As soon as the soil dries out suffi- 
ciently, you can set the strawberry 
plants. 

Set the plants with their crowns 
just level with the surface of the soil. 
By planting the top terrace first, the 
middle one second and the lowest one 
last, any danger of trampling on the 
newly set plants may be avoided. The 
plants should be spaced approximately 
12 inches apart and staggered rather 
than aligned in perfect circles. 


Tips for Success 


If you plant a reliable “everbear- 
ing” variety of strawberry such as 
‘Red Rich,’ ‘20th Century,’ 
fection’ or ‘Streamliner’ (to mention 
only a few), you can be reasonably 
certain that flowers or fruit, and often 
both, will be in evidence most oi tue 
time from spring until late in the fall, 

A liberal quantity of a balanced or 
“complete” fertilizer, preferably or- 
ganic, should be mixed into the loam 
used to fill the terraces. Light, addi- 
tional applications of the same kind 
of fertilizer scattered over the plants 
once a month from early spring until 
mid-August and watered in imme- 
diately will keep the plants vigorous 
and productive. 

When strawberries are set out in 
the spring, the first blossom-bearing 
stems that appear on each plant 
should be pinched or cut off. A sur- 
face mulch of grass clippings, peat or, 
best of all, pine needles on the ground 
among the plants is always beneficial. 

For winter protection cover the 
entire structure with about six inches 
of loose straw, salt hay or similar ma- 
terial which will not mat down. Light 
evergreen boughs or strips of poultry 
netting laid over the mulch will pre- 
vent its being blown off. 

While plants are growing, cut off 
surplus runners and the ends of any 
that are getting too long. Six runners 
to a plant are enough. 


All-Around Mid-America, South 
(Continued from page 18) 


comes the controlling factor in grow- 
ing of plants. The early flowering 
perennials, especially irises, need a bal- 
anced fertilizer to encourage blooming 
and to improve their substance and 
quality of bloom. The tulips, daffodils, 
and hyacinths are all in full bloom 
and a light feeding of a balanced fer- 
tilizer can do no harm but the water 
is more essential. Azaleas and camel- 
lias throughout the area probably 
need a light application of aluminum 
or magnesium sulfate to raise the 
acidity of the soil. Make certain to 
water this material into the soil thor- 
oughly. 


‘Super- 


For Summer Color 


Begin the first plantings of gladiolus 
this month and continue planting at 
two week intervals through July. Try 
a few corms of the All-American se- 
lections. The newest one is ‘Emperor, 
and the others have been ‘Appleblos- 
som,’ ‘Caribbean,’ ‘Maytime’ and 
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Royal Stewart.’ These sell for 50c 
each at most plant stores and are 
really wonderful. At any rate plant 
some of the early, mid- and late-flow- 
ering varieties for succession of bloom. 
Even try a few of the miniatures for 
arrangements. Dahlias are on the mar- 
ket now and a few tubers can give 
you many late summer flowers. My 
only objection to dahlias is their large 
sze—they are usually too large in 
sale for arranging—so I prefer the 
dwarfs or pom poms and even seed- 
ling hybrids. 


Getting Ready For 
the Gardening Season 


THE FIRST 
FLURRY of out- 

\ est door garden ac- 
QIN tivities will be 
evident this 
month. The win- 
ter snows are re- 
b ceding and the 
soil is warming 
and mellowing 
with the advent 
of spring. Seeds of cool season kinds 
of vegetables and hardy annuals can 
be sown out of doors as soon as the 
goound can be worked. 
will include radishes, both head and 
leaf lettuce, carrots, onions, peas, 
spinach, beets and chard. 

An early setting out of cabbage 
transplants of an early variety like 
Golden Acre’ will ensure heads for 
table use the first part of July or 
sooner, depending on the area. How- 
ever, delay the main planting of cab- 
bage for a little later. An early start 
on onions will ensure maturity of 
bulbs by fall. However, use varieties 
recommended for the area. In short 
growing season areas it is best to use 
well grown onion transplants of 
adapted varieties. In many areas 
adapted hybrid varieties of onions 
have performed outstandingly well. 


Plant Peas Early 


Early sowing of pea seeds is man- 
datory especially in areas where sum- 
mer weather is very hot. Fusarium 
toot rot diseases are especially trou- 
blesome with peas and attacks are 
most troublesome during the warmest 
part of the summer. Rotation of peas 
with other garden crops each year 
helps to reduce the build up of fu- 
‘arlum organisms. Treating the seed 
with a protectant such as Spergon 
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for the 

western and 

high plains states 
of Mid-America 


leonard A. Yager 
Montana State College 


Vegetables 


aids in increasing germination. Hav- 
ing the vines grow and produce their 
crop before hot weather is a great 
help in reducing trouble from this 
disease. Using an early variety is also 
desirable. 

With some of the other crops such 
as radish, lettuce, spinach, and car- 
rots it is desirable to make successive 
sowings at two to three week inter- 
vals to ensure a long period of har- 
vest. With beets and carrots, the later 
sowing will offer younger, more ten- 
der roots for storage. In this case, plan 
to make somewhat more extensive 
seedings at the later dates. Carrot 
seed is frequently difficult to germi- 
nate and the young seedlings 
very slowly. To aid in cultivation, 
mix a little radish seed with carrot 
to help mark the rows until the car- 
rot plants show up. Parsnip seed can 
be handled in a similar manner. Make 
sure a smooth, mellow, even seed- 
bed is prepared for carrots—this will 
assist in germination. Also keep the 
seedbed moist at all times. Be certain 
to use fresh seed. 


Getting Soil Ready 


Careful preparation of the soil be- 
forehand will aid in the success of the 
garden. If the is on the heavy 
side, and contains considerable clay, 
it is important not to work it a 
it is too wet. If worked too early, 
stays in hard, lumpy, cloddy ae 
tion all through the growing season. 
Generally it is best to plow heavy 
soils in the fall and leave them 
through the winter in rough condi- 
tion—leaving them to the action of 
frost through the winter. When spring 
arrives, all that is needed is harrow- 
ing or raking as soon as the ground 
is dry enough to work. The harrow- 
ing or raking will put the soil in mel- 
low condition and good tilth so that 
good germination of garden seeds is 
ensured. Generally, lighter soils can 
be plowed and harrowed or raked in 
the spring just prior to seeding. 

Many of our garden soils, especially 
those cropped for several years, need 
additional organic matter besides ap- 
plications of commercial fertilizer. 
Where available, well-decomposed 
barnyard manure provides a good 
source of organic matter and humus 
as well as certain fertilizer nutrients. 
Manure should be applied to garden 
soils at the rate of one-half to three- | 
fourths tons per 1,000 square feet. 


grow 


soil 
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'|BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 
publication, higher royalty, national distribution, and 
beautitully designed books. All subjects welcomed. 
Write. or send vour MS directly. 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten. MR. THOMAS 489 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 


FOR A LIFE- 


YEWS: time of Beauty 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen’s Association 

HATFIELD YEW —Upright, compact, rich green 
HICKS YEW—Best Evergreen for Hedges 
SPREADING YEW—Margin of Plantings 
$1.95 per 10 $18.00 per 100 


Well Rooted — Easily Grown 
Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of 
$3.90 or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.90 
add 25¢. 


Write for complete list which includes older 
stock, Rhododendrons and Azaleas. Directions 
with every order. No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 


49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 
Specialists in Yews for over 35 years 


WATER 
ik Bie 


IN ALL COLORS OF THE RAINBOW 


GUARANTEED TO GROW! 
Write for FREE Catalog in color today! 


SLOCUM citotns tinghomon. NY. 


IF IT’S MUMS YOU WANT, 
GROW THEM BY THE BUSHEL! 


10 GIANT 
Sata 





| BLEND . 
PINK . 


| BRONZE . 
| buff and almost yellow 


WHITE ... Very early, clear white 
| ROSE ... Showy, very double 
YELLOW .. . Showy, very early 
| RED ... Showy, deep red 
| PURPLE... 


8 ASSORTED COLORS 

SPREAD TO 2 FT. 
| Plant these vigorous early dwarf perennials 
| for bushels a brilliant blooms until frost, 
this year and many more. Easy to grow; 
spectacular mounds 2 ft. across; April-May 


delivery. 24 PLANTS $2 

| SPECIAL for early orders! Send this ad and 
$2 for our assortment of 20 mums in above 
| colors, PLUS four free plants of new Purple 

| Cushion Mum, Royal Glow. Double orders 
allowed. For each $1 worth ordered, please 
send 10¢ to help cover shipping. Or will 
mail C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments to Canada 
or Denver west. 


| ROCKNOLL Nursery Dept. FG, 


. Rose, red, bronze, blended 
- Earliest one, bright pink 


| 


Morrow, Ohio 
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GARDENER 


Plant Names 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann, Missouri 


HAVE YOU EVER BEEN Curious about 
plant names? Perhaps wondered who 
named the plants and why a certain 
plant was given that particular name? 

Common names were first used. 
These were preserved through folk- 
lore. The same plant might be given 
several names in one country, and an 
entirely different name, or names, in 
another country having another lan- 
guage. In time, some of the plants 
had many names in many languages. 
One can well understand the grand 
mix-up that followed such haphazard 
methods. 

One dictionary of plant names 
states that a single species of European 
waterlily had been given 245 common 
names—15 in the English language, 
44 French, 81 Dutch, and 105 
German. To add to the confusion 
different plants were given the same 
name. Many a plant whether it has 
lavender, blue, or purple flowers, and 
has even the remotest resemblance 
to a bell has been dubbed “bluebell.” 
Common names can be very confusing. 

One spring in my early gardening 
days, I obtained a physostegia. A few 
weeks later a friend asked if I had 
false dragonhead. When I answered 
in the negative, she gave me one. 
About the same time a _ neighbor 
brought me a start of lady of the 
lake saying she knew I would like it. 
As they grew they looked suspiciously 
alike. When the blossoms apppeared, 
there was no doubt—all three were 
physostegia. Had anyone offered me 
accommodation plant, obedient plant, 
or lion’s heart, I would have accepted 
each one for I did not know at that 
time that these names, too, are com- 


mon names for physostegia. 

Another spring my small son and 
I were working in the vegetable gar- 
den. I heard him say, “Mother, what’s 
that?” He was pointing to the first 
plant in a row of rhubarb. 

“That’s rhubarb,” I answered. 

A short period of silence and he 
asked, “What’s that?” Looking up 
from my work, I saw he was pointing 
to the second plant in the row. 

“Rhubarb,” I answered. 

Another period of silence and again, 
“What’s that?” He was pointing to 
the third plant in the row. I looked 
down the long rhubarb row and de- 
cided it was time for a botany lesson. 
Going up to the plants, I said “Dean, 
this is rhubarb too. These are all 
rhubarb plants. See, their leaves are 
all alike. They are all the same. This 
whole row is rhubarb.” 

“Then show me where the pieplant 
is,” he said, “’cause last year you 
had pieplant here.” Another botany 
lesson followed to explain how some 
plants had several names. 


The Two-Name System 


Botanists long ago decided some- 
thing must be done to avoid such con- 
fusion. As early as the 4th century, 
B.C., Theophrastus, the Greek philoso- 
pher, made an attempt to give his 
plants botanical names. He had fallen 
heir to a garden and spent much of 
his spare time building up a fine 
collection of plants. Other botanists 
continued the work, giving names to 
their native plants; but the names 
were often long, there was no system, 
no one rule which everyone followed. 
They did decide to use Latin, the 
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universal language of scholars, so the 
names could be understood in any 
art of the world. 

In 1707 Carolus Linnaeus was born 
in Sweden. His father taught the lad 
the names of hundreds of plants. He 
became a professor of botany and in- 
spired his pupils with his own love of 
nature. His greatest contribution to 
botany, however, was his simplified 
method of classifying and naming 
plants. Instead of lengthy descriptive 
names used by earlier botanists, 
Linnaeus used only two words in the 
botanical name of each plant. AIl- 
though his systems of plant naming 
and classification are not followed 
today, he laid the foundation and 
paved the way for the binominal 
system of nomenclature. 

By this system each plant is given 
two Latin names. We write the genus 
name first. Think of this generic name 
as corresponding to your surname. 
The second, the species name, cor- 
responds with your given name. It’s 
just as simple as that. 

Botanists tried to make all names 
Latin, but actually they come from 
many languages. Chrysanthemum is 
Greek, Ginkgo is Japanese, Sequoia is 
American Indian. 

Plants were and are often named 
to honor notable people. The lovely 
magnolia trees that bloom early in 


Solanum tuberosum—Did you think they were 
‘taters’? 


Lilium formosanum—The species name tells 
they were first found in Formosa. 


| 
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spring were given the genus name 
Magnolia to honor a splendid French 
botanist, Pierre Magnol. Three 
brothers, Dutch botanists by the name 
of Commelyn (also spelled Com- 
melin), were the inspiration for the 
naming of Commelina by Linnaeus. 
Two of the brothers were active and 
industrious, but the third was lazy 
and never accomplished anything. 
When the merry-hearted Linnaeus 
noted the three-petaled flowers of 
this group of plants, he was reminded 
of the three brothers for two of the 
petals were showy but the third was 
inconspicuous. 

Many plants are named for the men 
who discovered them. Begonia is 
named for Michel Begon, a French 
17th century promoter of botany. 
Forsythia for William Forsyth, di- 
rector of the Royal Gardens near 
London. Clarkia is named for the 
American explorer William Clark of 
Lewis and Clark fame. The genus 
name may tell something about the 
plant or be descriptive as Gypsophila 
meaning gypsum loving, and Penste- 
mon meaning five stamens. 

The second name is for the species. 
It may refer to the place where the 
plant was first found. We have such 
specific names as americana (Ameri- 
ca), canadensis (Canada), virginiana 
(Virginia), and formosanum (For- 
mosa). Again they may be descrip- 
tive names as latifolia meaning broad- 
leaved, and repens, creeping, or 
tuberosus, having swollen underground 
stems or tubers. Still others, like genus 
names, are given names of men. Van 
houttei is for Louis van Houtte, a 
famous Belgian nurseryman; Fortunet 
for an explorer, Robert Fortune. 

Occasionally a variety name is 
added such as Mertensia virginica var. 
alba, or it may simply be written 
Mertensia virginica alba. The genus 
name is Mertensia and was given to 
honor a German botanist, F. C. 
Mertens. The species name virginica 
implies that the plant was first found 
in Virginia. The variety name alba 
tells us the plant has a white blossom. 
Another example is Alyssum saxatile 
var. flore-pleno. The genus name 
Alyssum is a Greek plant name. The 
species name saxatile means growing 
among rocks, and the variety name 
flore-pleno means double flowered. 


Without Confusion 
Gardening is much more interesting 
when one knows the significance of 
the plant names. If you do not have 


a plant dictionary at hand, you will 
find some information of this kind 
in Webster’s dictionary. 

One evening a friend and I were 
talking along the garden paths. Her 
son, a boy of seven or eight years, 
tagged along quietly. She had asked 
the names of several plants of which 
I knew only the botanical names. 
One she asked about was a lily I had 
grown from seeds labeled Lilium 
philippinense formosanum. The 
scientific names amused my friend. 

There was laughter in her voice 
as she pointed next to a row of 
potatoes nearby and asked, “And what 
are those?” 

“Solanums,” I answered, playing 
the game with her. “Solanum tuber- 
osum,” and jestingly elaborated on- 
what valuable plants they were. Her 
son walked over to the potato plants, 
touched the leaves gently, almost with 
awe, and with a voice filled with 
wonder and respect said, very slowly, 
“I thought these were ’taters!” 

Scientific names, of course, are not 
used to amuse people (except, per- 
haps on such occasions!) but rather 
that plants may be discussed any- 
where in the world without confusion. 
When Mertensia virginica is men- 
tioned, there can be no doubt which 
plant is meant. If its common name 
“bluebell” is used, there is no way of 
knowing whether one is referring to 
a campanula, a scilla, a phacelia or 
some other plant. It is awkward, also, 
to talk about plants if the only names 
one knows are “that yellow daisy-like 
thing,” or “my white lily by the walk,” 
“the big tree in the corner,” or “that 
blue flower you gave me.” It is highly 
desirable that gardeners learn botani- 
cal names of plants and be able to use 
them when occasion demands, as well 
as to know the common names. 

Not many of us have orchids among 
our house plants or in our shaded 
borders, but Ill venture the guess 
that almost every pantry shelf in Mid- 
America holds a product in which 
a certain species of orchid has con- 
tributed its seed pods. Do you know 
which orchid it is? To every one 
naming the correct genus and species, 
Ill send a packet of Lilium for- 
mosanum seeds. (Send your answers 
with a stamped return envelope to 
Olga Rolf Tiemann, Westboro, Mis- 
souri). If you do not have this 
product on your shelves, I'll venture 
another -that you make fre- 
quent trips to the bakery! There! I 
almost told! 


guess 
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WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL TREE 


BLUE 
SPRUCE 


SAVE MONEY! 
Northern grown 

8 year old trees. 3 
Extra blue, extra 
lovely. The peak 
in hardiness, 
beauty! Proven 
planting instruc- 
tions. Guaran- 
teed to grow! 
Send cash, check. 
We pay postage. 
Free gift im- 
ported bulb if 
ordered now. 


GARDEN MART, Dept. B-9 


FOR 
ONLY 
$00 

10 for $2.50 
25 for $5.00 


1619 Keo Way 
Des Moines, lowa 


Over 100 Varieties Of 


BELDT'S WATER LILIES 


“Guaranteed To Grow” 
Thousands Buy From Us Year After Year 
Complete Line of Lily Pool Supplies. 


BELDT’S AQUARIUM, ROBERTSON 18, MO. 


BS 


ZN, for spring planting 


Send for free illustrated catalog 
describing the world’s largest lily 
selection. We handle all importa- 
tion details. 


SANDY BEST “reneck 


Farms 
Dept. G., Georgetown, Ontario, Canada 


La 
, sti a etl 
eatin 


Zell amen. 
and Landscape 


a CATALOG 


Exclusive Stark Leader Varieties of | 


Fruits, Roses , Ornamentals in Actual Blooming Splendor! 
® Mahe Moses © out ond oy oy ae 
e Make Money « new Stark Bro’s 195 

© SpareorFullTime ° full color Catalog. See glo- 
Spare-time top- 
notchers aver- 
aged $2,410.34 


favorite Roses, Floweri 


Vines and Ornamentals. famed 


Get big outfit 
FREE! 


eececceeeeeeee Catalog FREE; write TODAY! 


STARK BRO’S 


Dept.2248 .« 
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ing Stark DWARF Apple, Pear and 


NURSERIES and 
ORCHARDS CO. 


Louisiana, Missouri 


| Through diligent 








rious new varieties ahd old | 
Shrubs, | 


* 
+ 
© 
® exclusive Stark and Burbank leader | 
last year. . FRUIT TREE varieties, includ- | 
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Peach Fruit Trees. Our 142nd year. | 
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Many seasonal poems appear in the 
Yearbook of the Washington Garden Club, 
Washington, Oklahoma. Organized in 
1954, this 13-member club consists mainly 
of farm Vice-president Mrs. 
Allen D. Smith says “We started as an 
inexperienced group, with only three mem- 
bers gardening 
material.” 


Today, all 


women. 


growing ornamental 


this has 


study 


been changed. 
programs, their 
gardens have become as pretty as any in 


the state. This club has set quite a goal for 


| its 1958 achievements. They are starting a 


junior garden club, entering the litterbug 
poster contest, soil and water conservation 


| speech contest, and planning a flower show 


| which will be held late in April. This club 


is affiliated with the Canadian Valley 


Council of Garden Clubs. 


Flower Show School 
Flower Show School Course number 3 
will be presented by the Racine Garden 
Club, Racine, Wisconsin, April 15, 16 and 
17. This will be third in a series of five 


| courses, being sponsored by local garden 
| clubs of the Milwaukee District Federation 


of Garden Clubs. 

Garden clubs in other Wisconsin dis- 
tricts also sponsor flower show schools. 
There are the the 


successful completion of which is one of 


five courses in series, 


| the requirements for members of National 
Council of State Garden Clubs who wish 


to become accredited amateur flower show 
judges of amateur shows. 
Since instruction is given not only in 


| judging but also in staging, exhibition, hor- 


ticulture, landscape design, flower arrang- 
ing, corsage craft, table setting and decor, 
the school is of great value to all gardeners. 

This extensive program is conducted for 
would-be judges, garden clubbers and the 
general public. Mrs. George J. Hirsch, New 
Rochelle, New York, nationally known lec- 
turer and author, opens the program April 
15. Her topics for discussion include flower 
arranging, emphasis on design, monochro- 
matic color harmony, and corsage craft. 

On April 16, one of our own Midwest- 
ern gardening authorities, Mrs. J. R. 
Searles, Kirkwood, Missouri, will discuss 
horticulture of house plants, judging stan- 
dards of house plants, fruits and vegetables, 
and flower show practice. 


Thank You Notes 


Does the chairman of your program com- 
mittee remember to send a thank-you note 


N 


QQ0009 


to your guest speakers? It takes so little 
time and it makes the speaker feel appre. 
ciated. Please remember this small courtesy 
the next time your club has a 
speaker. 


guest 


Garden Therapy 
Mrs. Charles Morehead, garden ther- 
apy chairman for the Kansas Associated 
Garden Club, has suggested project ideas 
for this important phase of garden club 
work. Here they taken The 
Kansas Gardener: 


are, from 

“Your club could sponsor one or more 
invalid persons in your community. Many 
times those who care for them in homes 
are too worried and busy to realize the 
soul as well as the body needs restoration 

“You could provide seeds and _ plants 
for outdoor gardens—then supervise and 
assist with the planting. You can furnish 
seeds and bulbs for indoor planting, pro- 
vide books on nature study, birds, garden- 
ing and flower or furnish 
decorations and gifts for special holidays— 
such as tray favors. 


arrangement 


“Additional suggestions are: Sweet po- 
tato plants set in clever containers; dish 
gardens; herb and fragrance gardens for 
the blind; potted plants for hospital wards; 


Mrs. George J. Hirsch, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
one of the guest speakers at the Racine, Wis 
consin, flower show school. 
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a monthly birthday cake for patients’ 
birthdays; picnics away from the hospital 
or nature hikes.” 


Garden Gateways Honored 


In “Operation Library,” a celebration 
attracting more than 10,000 people to 
Carrollton, Georgia, the Carrollton Garden 
Club honored their official publication, 
Garden Gateways. A beautiful float de- 
picting the theme “Garden Gateways” 
featured hundreds of fresh plants. 


Books the Carrollton Garden 
Center now serve by bookmobile the people 
of four counties. Mrs. Haskell Venard is 
editor of Garden Gateways. 


from 


Notes from Yearbooks 


The Dysart Garden Club, Dysart, Iowa, 
has as the theme of its 1958-59 Yearbook 
“Around the Calendar with Flowers.” 

Roll call is the time when members of 
this club give personal ideas on subjects 
such as “Favorite Flower Combinations for 
Arrangements,” “How My Family Has 
Practiced Conservation,” “Favorite Seed 
Catalogs and Why,” “‘My Favorite Rose,” 
“My Flower Show Problem,” “Question 
and Answer Quiz,” “How I Rate as a 
Bird Hostess.” 


The Marshalltown Garden Club, Marsh- 
alltown, Iowa, has as the theme of its 
Yearbook “Beautification of our home 
grounds.” This club was organized in 1925, 
federated in 1946. Some of their 1957 club 
projects were National Council’s Perma- 
nent Home, tree planting, maintenance of 
Heart of Iowa roadside park, sponsor to 
two workshops, three bus trips, guest day 
with guest speaker, sponsoring junior gar- 
den club, annual flower show, sponsoring 
garden center, plant sale and bazaar— 
spring and fall, promoting garden therapy, 


hanging Christmas greens in public places, 
promoting crab 
Marshalltown. 


apple plantings in 


Future Issues 


Within the next two months I'll be 
bringing you stories about Rake and Hoe 
Garden Club, Lake Charles, Louisiana; 
the Green Thumb Garden Club, Irving, 
Texas; Federated Garden Clubs of Minne- 
sota; El Dorado Garden Club, El Dorado, 
Narantsauk Garden Club, Madi- 
son, Maine; Nashville Arts Festival, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; the Oklahoma Iris Society; 
the Monticello Garden Club, Scotch Grove, 
Iowa; and a story about the Men’s Garden 
Clubs of America. 


Kansas; 


ON THE CALENDAR 


April 2-4; Flower Show School Course 
No. 4, Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa, Okla. 

April 10-11; meeting of the Holly Society 
of America, University of Delaware, Newark, 
Delaware. 

April 14; Bellwood Garden Club, Bell- 
wood, Illinois, flower show, “Spring, Beau- 
tiful Spring.” 

April 12, 13; African Violet Show spon- 
sored by the Lawrence African Violet Club, 
Community Building, Lawrence, Kansas. 

April 15, 16, 17; Flower Show School 
Course No. 3, Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Racine, Wisc. 

April 19; Fifth Annual Wildflower Festi- 
val, Carmel Valley, Calif. 

April 23; The Carrollton Garden Club 
spring show, “April Floral Showers,” Car- 
rollton, Georgia. 

April 26; African Violet Show, Norwood 
Park Methodist Church Hall, Chicago 31, 
ill. Open to the public from 1 to 7 p.m. 
Admission free. 

May 4; Shelbyville Garden Club, Shelby- 
ville, Ull., flower show “Spring Song.” 

May 12-19; Nashville Arts Festival, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

May 18-23; National Council of State Gar- 
den Clubs, Inc., 29th annual meeting, Se- 
attle, Washington. 


Garden Gadgeteer 


In order to have a sturdy bird bath 
which would be harmonious with our pro- 
vincial style home, we made one, ourselves, 
using left over pieces of brick and a dis- 
carded dishpan. 

First, we made a circle of brick, fitting 
them around the pan. We then removed 


the pan and cemented the brick with mor- 
tar. We added other layers of brick, fit- 
ting them around the pan each time until 
we had built a circular wall about 32 inches 
high. 

The pan was then placed into the top 
of our wall and almost filled with mortar. 
When this mortar was smoothed over the 
edges a basin was made with a graduated 
depth of one-half inch to four inches in 
the center. 

Birds now flock to our garden lured by 
the water. This type of bath keeps the 
water cooler than most, due no doubt to 
the air space inside. 

The bricks now have a mossy look, most 
attractive and our garden feature is much 
admired by visitors to our garden. One 
guest, recently returned from abroad, 
pleased us by exclaiming, “What a charm- 
ing bird bath. I saw one like it in one 
of the old gardens in England!” 


Mrs. W. A. Ruffin, Alabama 


Electro-Hoe 





FITS YOUR %" DRILL 


ONLY $1467* 


Takes work out of garden- 
ing—leaves just the fun! Self- 
propelled Electro-Hoe digs, 
weeds, cultivates in fraction 
of time and effort. Mixes in 
peat moss, soil conditioners, 
etc. Makes furrows for bulbs, 
seeds. Easily attaches to any 
pular 44-inch electric drill. 
ew low price! 


Ask your hardware, avto 
supply or gardening shop. 
Or order direct, giving 
dealer's name and address, 
W.R. BROWN CORP. 
2675 N. Normandy Ave. 
Chicago 35, Ill. 


For Better Lawns and Gardens 
investigate Eshelman Riding 
Rotary Mowers, Tillers, Tractors. 
Advertised in GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING. Thou- 
sands of Satisfied Users. 
Write for Free Literature. 


24” cut $275; 36” $399 


Dept. 117, ESHELMAN 
Baltimore 2, Md. 
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green thumb 


by Edmont 


Magic fabric keeps dirt out, lets 
air in. Kitten soft yet outwears any 
similarly priced garden glove. For 
painting, cleaning too. Washable. 
Styles for men and women. 

GIRL FRIDAY: Only plastic glove 
that keeps hands cool and lovely 
in hottest water. $1.39. 


Edmont Mfg. Co. 


Coshocton, Ohio Edmont 
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From the World's Best Collections 


BRAND’S FINER PEONIES 
and FRENCH LILACS 


Let us know your requirements. 
Send for Beautiful, 
Full Color Catalog 25¢ 
Faribault, Minn. 


BRAND PEONY FARMS 
136 E. Division Street 


Ph TO rate) 
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empoyable bobby | know. 
People drove 100 miles 
to see this plant ... 
10 flowers 81 
inches across.” 
WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY Tues. WORST, Otsh 
— SUCCESSFUL HOME GROWER offers * 
COMPLETE illustrated instructions. Tells HOW TO 
START. Explains everything you need to know about 
growing Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, Odontoglossums 
and others. Many Orchids GROW WITHOUT 
SOU, get food from the air. Instructions 
include real BLOOMING-SIZE ORCHID 
PLANT. FREE - full details. WRITE TODAY! 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 183, 100. Vermont,Les Angeles 4, Cal 


Your Garden Club can earn money for its 
treasury and do gardeners in your com- 
munity a favor . . . by sending in subscrip- 
tions for FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine. For 
complete information, write today to Betty 
Jackson, Circulation Manager, 543 Westport 
Road, Kansas City 11, Missouri. 


NAME AND 
1000 avoress tasers $1] 
ANY 3 DIFFERENT ORDERS $2 ppé. 


Sensational bargain! Your name 
and address printed on 1000 fin- 
est quality gummed labels. 
Padded! Packed with FREE Plas- 
tic GIFT BOX. Use them on sta- 
/ tionery. books, cards. etc. 1000 
only $1 ppd. SPECIAL OFFER— 
Motte W Shasoemntincos @ ANY 3 DIFFERENT ORDERS $2. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. HANDY 
LABELS. 445 Jasperson Bildg., 
Culver City 1, California. 


FREE! ... 


1958 CATALOG 


OF WORLD FAMOUS 


BRISTOL MUMS 
AY Ree TL BE 


BRISTOL 


Round Meadow Plaza 
Bremerton, Washington 


NURSERIES, INC. 


DAY LILIES 


LAST CHANCE 


for April Planting! 
$7.50 Value for $5.00 ppd. 


CANARI, light yellow. 
HESPERUS, yellow. 
COLONIALDAME, apricot. 
PAINTED LADY, copper. 
MINUET, pink. 
KNIGHTHOOD, red. 


BE SURE TO SEND FOR OUR 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 
for summer and fall planting of 


URIS ana 
DAY LILES 


Write 


EDENWALD GARDENS 
Dept. G VINCENNES, INDIANA 
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IN HOUSE AND GREENHOUSE 


by Elvin McDonald 


CALCEOLARIAS: 


A Challenge for 


IF I WERE LISTING the most beauti- 
ful greenhouse plants, calceolarias 
would vie for top honors. Their abun- 
dance of pouch-like slipper flowers 
makes them plants of an “Oh” and 
“Ah” nature. Their requirements are 
very exacting, and if you are successful 
in growing a calceolaria from seed to 
flower, you should be granted a medal. 
High temperatures (anything above 
70 degrees) will play havoc with cal- 
ceolarias. If you use an evaporative 
type cooler in your greenhouse in the 
summer and keep the temperature 


| from going beyond 70 degrees, success 
going bey ‘ ; 


can be yours with calceolarias. 

The calceolaria (kal-see-oh-lay- 
ri-ah) is a member of the figwort fam- 
ily, and counts as its cousins snap- 
dragons, digitalis, linaria, penstemon, 
mullein, mimulus and torenia or wish- 
bone flower. Calceolaria comes from 
a Latin word meaning “slipper.” Each 
flower is made up of one large and 
one small slipper or pouch. Pocket- 
book plant is a fitting common name 
because the flowers are shaped like a 
purse. They are natives from Mexico 
to Chile. 

Calceolaria seeds are small, and they 
must be handled carefully or they will 
not sprout. They should be planted 


Green Thumbers 
during April, May or June for blooms 
next winter and spring. A mixture of 
equal parts finely sifted sharp sand 
and peat moss is recommended for 
planting. Fill a six-inch bulb pan, or 
similar container, about half full of 
the coarse material left from screening 
the peat moss and sand. This makes 
excellent drainage material. Use at 
least an inch of the sifted mixture, and 
leave about an inch from the top of 
this to the top of the pot. Firm the 
mixture with a flat object, and if it 
has not been moistened, set the pot in 
a pan of water until it is soaked thor- 
oughly. Sprinkle the seeds on top of 
the soil. Do not cover them. They 
may be pressed into the mixture with 
the palm of your hand, but this is not 
necessary. Cover the top with a pane 
of glass, or with clear plastic. Do not 
allow the seeds to dry out during the 
germination period. A 60 degree tem- 
perature, and a light northern expos- 
ure is necessary for sprouting the seeds. 
As soon as the seedlings appear, 
they must have some fresh air, but no 
sunlight should be given them until 
autumn. As the seedlings grow they 
will need a more nourishing soil mix- 
ture. As soon as they have begun to 
make good growth, a feeding of di- 
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juted liquid fertilizer should be given 
them. When they begin to crowd they 
should be lifted out of the seedling pot 
and planted into other community 
pots, pans or flats. Pot singly when 
the plants touch each other. Here is 
a good potting mixture: two parts 
each of sharp sand, loam, leaf mold 
(humus), and one-half part dried cow 
manure. A teaspoon of bone meal to 
each five-inch pot is beneficial. 

Do not allow the seedlings to be- 
come pot bound. As soon as the roots 
begin to fill one pot, move to the next 
size larger. Six-inch pots are right for 
average plants; sometimes eight-inch 
ones are used for specimen plants. By 
November they will be in this size pot. 
The ideal growing temperature is 45 
to 60 degrees. A shaded cold frame 
(with a heating cable to prevent freez- 
ing) can be put to good use in grow- 
ing calceolarias. The plants should be 
kept on the dry side during the winter, 
but should never be allowed to suffer 
for lack of moisture. No direct sun 
should be allowed until the plants are 
rather large. The use of cloth to shade 
the plants is recommended in the home 
greenhouse. If you have time, it should 
be removed on cloudy days. 

Calceolarias are best treated as an- 
nuals, and should be discarded after 
they finish flowering. When the buds 
first appear, liquid fertilizer is advis- 
able to increase the size of the “pocket- 
books.” Except as young seedlings in 
the sterile planting mix, and as the 
buds form, calceolarias should need no 
extra feeding. Bamboo stakes may be 
added if the plants need support to 
make them stand erect. Water on the 
buds or flowers spots them badly. 

If you receive a calceolaria as a 
potted gift, keep it in a cool room. 
During the spring, summer and fall, 
they must be kept in a north window. 
Only in the winter can they stand 
direct sunlight, and then it must not 
be too hot. If you grow plants under 
a fluorescent light unit, calceolarias 
will be at home under the lights. It 
has been observed that under grow- 
ing temperatures of 45-65 degrees un- 
der fluorescent lights that calceolaria 
seedlings would flower four to six 
weeks early. Though I have not tried 
growing them from seeds to flowers 
under fluorescent lights, I should think 
if you could maintain a cool basement 
throughout the year, with proper air 
circulation and fluorescent lights, it 
would not be too difficult a job to 
grow calceolarias. * 
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All-Around Mid-America, West 


(Continued from page 53) 
There is always danger of introducing 
weed seeds with manures, but fre- 
quently the need for organic matter 
is much more important than the 
danger of adding weeds. 

Other sources of organic matter are 
compost, leaf mold, green manure 
crops, and peat moss. Peat mosses are 
good soil amendments and provide a 
valuable source of organic matter, 
but add little in the way of chemical 
nutrients, and may be prohibitive to 
use on a large scale because of their 
cost. Acid peat mosses are valuable 
on alkaline soils where a_ chlorosis 
problem exists with certain plants. 

In the drier areas of the West, 
phosphorus and nitrogen are gener- 
ally the two most needed major ele- 
ments. These are most economically 
supplied by using ammoniated phos- 
phate fertilizers; such analyses as 10- 
20-0, 16-30-0 and 11-48-0 are avail- 
able. The first number refers to nitro- 
gen content, the second to phosphorus 
content (p205), and the last number 
to potash content (k20). Where con- 
siderable manure is applied to the 
soil, only the addition of phosphorus 
may be required, using a fertilizer 
such as treble super phosphate (38 
percent p205), to bring the two ele- 
ments, nitrogen and phosphorus, in 
correct balance for good plant growth. 

Use of manure alone may cause 
excess foliage growth at the expense 
of good flower and fruit production 
because of improper balance between 
nitrogen and phosphorus. Hence the 
need for applying more phosphorus 
to bring the soil in correct balance. 


“Complete” Fertilizer 


In more humid sections of the West 
area, potash may be needed also. All 
three elements may be supplied by 
using so-called complete fertilizers 
such as 6-12-4. Actually, the term 
“complete” is misleading, since there 
are other elements just as important 
as these in plant nutrition, but nitro- 
gen, phosphorus and potash have 
given the most trouble as far as need 
and availability in the soil is con- 
cerned, and are frequently needed in 
the largest amounts. 

Since phosphorus is the least mobile 
of these elements in the soil, it is best 
worked into the soil when it is plowed 
or harrowed. In this way, it is placed 
in the region of the feeding roots of 


(Please turn to page 61) 


ESHELMAN, ete 


Plows @ Cultivate @ Saws 

Dozer @ Harrows @ Hauls 

Cuts @ Tills @ Snow Plow ¥7 

Eshelman Tractors Till- @'§) 

ers, Riding Rotary ne 

ers for better lawns 

gardens. Advertised in , * 

Housekeeping. Thousands of satis- 

fied users. For free literature write: 
Dept. 322, ESHELMAN 

BALTIMORE 2, MD. 


NEW CREEPING PHLOX 


(Mountain Pink) 
Phlox Subulata Intensity 


Perhaps one of the showiest of this popular, early 
spring-blooming perennial. it is a clear, brilliant, 
rather deep pink. A new color in the creeping phiox. 
The pliant is completely covered with blooms. Is very 
distinctive from other varieties and always admired. 
Stro grower in any sunny location. You will rave 
over it when you see it in bloom and so will your 
friends and neighbors. Attractive evergreen foliage 
the year around. 


Blooming size plants: 3 for $2.00, 6 for 
$3.75, 12 for $6.85, prepaid. 


THE 4 NEW “MUMS” 


All American Winner for ‘58 


Burning Bronze —Emperor—Ruby King— 
Showpiece 
Any of the 4, $1.50 each 
Very Special Offer 
One each of the 4 for $4.95 


FREE! With your order 


Our 25th Anniversary Catalog. Strikingly beautiful, 

= pages in full color, featuring the new and unusual, 
well as standard varieties of Perennials, Roses, 

Shrubs, Vines, Flowering Trees, Bulbs, etc. It's the 

catalog you want and need. 

Requests for catalog alone, please send SOc for post- 

age and handiien. deductible with your first order. 


CARROLL GARDENS 


Westminster 10, Md. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 
kleigh Compost Activator is natural: contains 
ao hana Makes eweet, earthy compost from 
leaves, grass clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, 
sawdust, Le = A little does much. Keeps 
hb until u 
isso only $1 for C5 to annus we 
f waste materi: us comple’ 
ie-page composting booklet including “SECRETS OF 
SAWDUST". 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 549, Towson, Md. 


People 60 to 80 


MAIL THIS AD TODAY 


... and let us tell you how you can 


ET) 


Syureg buiddeys 


Perle). ea 2 | 


| still apply for a $1,000 life insur- 


ance policy to help take care of 
final expenses without burdening 
your family. 


You handle the entire transac- 
tion by mail with OLD AMERI- 
CAN of KANSAS CITY. No obli- 
gation. No one will call on you! 


Tear out this ad and mail it 
today with your name, address 
and year of birth to Old American 
Insurance Co., 1 West 9th, Dept. 
L495M, Kansas City, Mo. 
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redwood 


PLANTER, or 
BOUNDARY MARKER 


IF YOU HAVE WANTED to add a planter or boundary 
marker to your property but hesitated because it might 
make too big a dent in your budget, consider this one, con- 
structed of low-cost two inch by ten inch shop grade red- 
wood. 

A footing of four-inch concrete will keep the frost from 
heaving it. 

You will find an infinite number of uses for this rather 
basic design. It would fit beautifully into the corner of your 
lot—adding distinction and protection to a prized planting. 


by Archie Schulz 


Drawings by Art Olmscheid 


Use it as a straight-line section in front of a picture window 
as a planting base for low-growing evergreens or other 
shrubs. Used as it is in front of our home, it adds an appeal- 
ing note to an otherwise plain corner. 

Redwood is practical for outdoor construction because 
it is weather resistant. It can be finished in a number of 
ways. You can finish it with a special redwood finishing 
preparation which is available at paint and hardware stores, 


varnish it, or paint it as we’ve done to match the redwood 
trim on our house. 


3/g Sree. Doweis 
10” Lone 


4" Concrere BAst 
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(Continued from page 59) 


the plants. Nitrogen and potash are 
more mobile and are readily carried 
in solution to the roots of the plants. 

The most economical way of using 
nitrogen and potash is by placing 
these very soluble fertilizers in bands 
about two inches on either side of the 
seed row, or in bands about three 
inches away from the transplants. 
Side dressing with nitrogen during 
the early growing period of garden 
plants is also helpful. This is desirable 
for garden plants that are heavy feed- 
ers of nitrogen such as corn, 
and other leafy crops. 

Rates of fertilizer to be used will 
depend on soil needs, the kind of 
fertilizer used, the method of applica- 
tion and the crop growth. It should 
be remembered that leafy vegetable 
crops and lawns will need and benefit 
from heavier feedings of nitrogen 
than crops from which we expect to 
harvest roots, fruits or flowers. These 
latter types of crops will need heavier 
feedings of phosphorus and _ lighter 
feedings of nitrogen as a general rule. 
Remember, too, that with adequate 
water available, garden crops will re- 
spond best from fertilizer use. 


lettuce 


Sweet Pea Disease 

Pioneers recall when Bozeman, 
Montana, was once called the sweet 
pea city. An annual summer parade 
heralded this flower. Then, for some 
reason, gardeners found it increas- 
ingly difficult to grow sweet peas. Lo- 
cal plant pathologists have studied 
this problem and suggested that the 
build up of root rot organisms such 
as fusarium have spelled failure in 
growing sweet peas in this region. In 
an effort to put this flower back in 
its place, the pathologists have sug- 
gested soil treatment to get rid of 
these organisms. Soil fumigants, such 
as Vapam, terrachlor and chloro- 
bromo propene have worked with 
good results. They are applied in fall 
or early spring according to manu- 
facturer’s directions. The soil cannot 
be planted for at least two weeks 
after treatment. The treatment has to 
be carried out each year in the spot 
where sweet peas are planted. Vapam 
also helps to kill weed seeds, so is 
multipurpose in value. 

Dalapon is one of the most effec- 
tive quack grass killers available to- 
day. Areas treated with this chemical 
should not be used for about three 
weeks to a month after treating. Use 


Mid-America, April, 1958 


the product at the rate suggested by 
the manufacturer. Gardeners will 
welcome this material instead of the 
back breaking chore of digging and 
hand-picking quack grass plants and 
roots. Of course, in areas where quack 
grass may be a problem and where 
no other growing plants are needed 
such as in a driveway, the use of 
soil sterilant will be cheaper to use. 
Nursery stock will be arriving for 
spring planting. As a 
well-grown, 


rule, 
young deciduous plants 
transplant with greatest assurance of 
success as compared with older plants. 
This is not so important with ever- 
greens since they are generally sold 
as balled and burlapped stock. The 
size of the stock and price one wants 
to pay will be the deciding factor in 
buying evergreens. 


general 


Planting Pointers 
In planting deciduous and ever- 
green stock, dig the planting hole 
deep enough and wide enough to ac- 
commodate the roots without cramp- 


ing. With evergreens, do not disturb 
the ball of earth or remove the burlap 
covering until the plant is set in the 
planting hole. When the evergreen is 
properly positioned the burlap cover- 
ing can be loosened and shoved to 
the bottom of the planting hole. It 
does not need to be removed, but can 
remain in the planting hole to decay. 
In setting the 
slightly deeper 
in the nursery 


trees, place them 
than they 
row. 

As soon as the plant is placed prop- 
erly, fill the planting hole with good 
top soil, firming it around the roots 
well so that no pockets or air spaces 
are left. In filling the planting hole, 
leave a basin or depression around the 
base of the plant so that water can 
collect and aid in thorough watering 
of the plant. As soon as planted, water 
the soil thoroughly so the soil is wet 
through the entire depth of the plant- 
ing hole. 

Some cutting or pruning back of 
the deciduous trees and shrubs will 
be advised to balance top growth with 
roots lost in the transplanting opera- 
tion. Older stock will need more se- 
vere cutting back than younger, since 
it is likelv that more of the root sys- 

(Please turn to page 63) 
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Are You 


MOC 
de 


Join the thousands of American 

gardeners who are thrilled anew each year by the 
profuse beauty of these perennial climbers. Hardy, 
fast-growing, extra generous in size and abun- 
dance of blooms, they are unequalled for adding 
beauty to porch, trellis, garden fence or wall, or 
as background. Many different varieties, colors, 
blooms up to 8” across. 


“TRY-COLOR” COLLECTION 

To acquaint you with the beauty and possibilities 
of Clematis, this offer brings three healthy, 
large-blooming plants; one each of red-, white-, 
and blue-flowering named varieties, shipped at 
your best spring planting time. All 3 $538 
plants, postpaid for only 

send 


Full check. Satisfaction is guaranteed 
‘ita by America’s Largest Clematis 


PCr Growers. 


sisal JAMES |. GEORGE & SON, Inc. 


— FAIRPORT 4, NEW YORK 


Order direct from this ad; 


GROW ORCHIDS 
for pleasure 


Purple-flowering Cattleyas in bud $10 each. Pure- 
white and white with colored lip in bud $15 
each. F.o.b. Monroe. Send 50¢ for new catalog 
in color. Amount may be deducted from Ist order. 


Margaret Ilgenfritz Orchids 
Dept. FG Monroe, Michigan 


GROW MORE QUARTS OF STRAWBERRIES 
IN 60 TO 90 DAYS IN 5 FOOT AREA WITH 
THIS NEW EVERLASTING ALUMINUM . 


PYRAMID cGaRDEN 


Adds interest and beauty to your garden. Produces 
a bigger, better crop. 5 ft. diameter Pyramid with 
50 SUPERFECTION Everbearing Plants. $@95 
SPECIAL—Complete . . . only........ 


Pyramid Garden without plante—enly 
MADE OF 

EVERLASTING 

ALUMINUM 


= $ iat 
PSU Tab 


Ww EVERLASTING ye FINEST FLAVOR 
te HEAVY YIELDING & ENORMOUS SIZE 
RED RICH PRICES. Guaranteed, Prepaid 


we IDEAL FREEZING 


12 plants-$2.95; 25-$5.00; 50-$8.50; 100-$15.00 
ORDER FROM THIS AD. Send Check or Money Order. 


MINNETONKA NURSERIES 


Dept. FC4 Excelsior, Minnesota 
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CLASSIFIED 


RATE 60 cents per word. Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—$8.40 per issue. Special 


headings $1.50 extra. Initials, street address, city, 


charced for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. 


GARDEN, Classified Dept., 


state counted. 


543 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, 


Post office zone number will not be 
Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: FLOWER & 
Missouri. 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots. 
cides, charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. Cat- 
alog. Neil C. Miller, Penns Grove 29, N. J. 


AMERICA’S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS. Free 
catalog on 5 is as Fischer Greenhouses, Dept. G 
Linwood, 


AFRICAN VIOLET PLANTS, in bloom; white, 
lavender, pink, purple, light blue, $1 each postpaid. 
Free catalog. Mrs. Jennie Spourz, 34363 Moravian, 
Fraser, Mich. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS—Originators of Outstanding 
Varieties. Retail by Mail anywhere. Also Wholesale. 
Oppens Greenhouses, 4330 Auburn Road FM, 
Salem, Ore. ee apes ; 
AFRICAN VIOLETS—Plants, Rooted-cuttings, 
leaves. Krogman’s Violetry, 1365 South 125th 
Street, Brookfield, Wisc, eet 
AFRICAN VIOLET HOBBYIST OFFERS 12 dif- 
ferent labeled fresh cut leaves $1.10. Carefully 
packed. Stamp brings list. Theo Jensen, Millington, 
Mich. 

MANY NEW VARIETIES. Send for spring leaf list. 
Lois Hopper, 3940 Oak, Kansas City 11, Mo. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED: Mixture from 50 named 
varieties. 300 seeds with planting instructions for 
$1.00. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th St., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 





insecti- 




















BIRD HOUSES 


BEAUTIFUL UNUSUAL BIRD HOUSES. Robin 
Shelter $2.85. Wren $1.98 Ppd. Folder Free, John 
Noerz, 115 James Street, Beaver Dam, Wisc. 


re BULBS 


WRITE FOR NEW, free de Jager catalog listing 
all of the glorious imported bulbs available for your 
garden. 190 Asbury Street, So. Hamilton, Mass. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME. Profitable, fascinat- 
ing. Successful home grower explains special light, 
temperature and humidity conditions orchids need. 
Free—full details. Orchids, 100 S. Vermont, Los 
Angeles 4. 

















CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Large 
flowering recent introductions, 18 plants $2.00, Post- 

Rrree Specify shipping date. Variety list free. Elm 
ree Perennial Farm. Southington, Conn. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 1958 KRAUS INTRODUC- 
TIONS, English Garden Varieties. Free list. Garland 
Nursery, Route 1, Corvallis, Ore. 

HARDY MUMS—PERENNIAL PLANTS. Strong 
growing plants in Moss Pots. Nort dormant stock, 
many old favorites. 3 plants $1.00 prepaid. Send 
2a folder. Thon's 25 W. Golf, Arlington Heights, 
ILlinois. 








DAHLIAS 


DAHLIAS—POMS, MINIATURES and Giants. List 
Free. Holland Dahlia Gardens, 120th Avenue, 
Holland, Mich. 
¢ DIFFERENT GORGEOUS DAHLIAS labeled 
75 postpaid. 15 for $5.00. Smith’s Garden, Man- 
oes Kans. 
DAHLIAS— HUNDREDS OF VARIETIES. 68 
shown in full color in World's most beautiful dahlia 
catalog. Send 25c for copy. (May be deducted from 
first order.) Swan Island Dahlias, Box 901G, Canby, 
Oregon. 
EXHIBITION DAHLIAS — 150 best American. 
Foreign varieties 35c up. Selected roots. Exhibition 
glads—‘Sc. Free catalog. Greubels Gardens, Derry, Pa. 


DAYLILIES 


12 DAYLILIES $2.00 Postpaid, worth $6.00 or 
more. Assorted colors, all different, labeled. Free 
Iris, Daylily Catalog. Pilley’s Garden, Dept. 41, 
Route 3, Box 263, Escondido, Calif. 
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EARTHWORMS 


FREE PICTURE FOLDER: ‘How to Make $3, 000 
Yearly, Sparetime, Backyard, Raising Earthworms!”’ 
Included free: “How to Grow Gorgeous Flowers 
With Domesticated Earthworms!” akhaven 65, 
Cedar Hill, Tex. 








FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 
CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 


arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 
illustrated catalog. Dorothy Biddle Service. MA-4, 
Hawthorne, N. 








GARDEN SPRAYER FOR SALE 


NEW 15 GALLON GARDEN SPRAYER. Hardie 
Manufacturing Company, Model 66X-100. Rubber 
tires. Gasoline motor. Bargain. Stebco Products, 
1401 W. Jackson, Chicago 7, Ill. 


GARDEN TRACTORS 


GARDEN TRACTORS—Special $109.00. 4 h. 
with tires. Universal Manufacturing Company, 32 
West Tenth, Indianapolis 2, Ind. 


SENSATIONAL GARDEN TRACTOR. HOES be- 
tween plants and rows, including strawberries. Elimi- 
nates hand hoeing. Nothing else like this. Patent 
2742840. Also tills. Fantastic offer to first few in- 
quiries. Auto Hoe, DePere 60, Wisc. 














GERANIUMS 


GERANIUMS—8 for $2.00. Extra plant with this 
ad. Rooted, Named, Guaranteed, Postpaid, Instruc- 
tions, U-Pot, Box 33, Malibu, Calif. 

379 SELECT VARIETIES. Zonals, Odd, Rare, Un- 


usual, Ivyleaf, Scentedleaf, Fancyleaf, Lady Wash- 
ington, Dwarfs. Catalog 10c. Write for Specials. 





Cook's Geranium Nursery, Sterling, Kansas. 
EL 


GIBBERELLIN 


GIBBERELLIN—EIGHT TABLETS and plastic spray 


bottle, only $1.40. Ridge Supplies, 


1126 Arthur, 
Wausau, Wisc. 


GLADIOLUS 


GLADIOLUS — 1958 INTRODUCTIONS. Fix 
Flame in new color process on cover page. 150 other 
varieties described in catalog. Get one! Wholesale 
Retail. Woodside Gladiolus Gardens, Webster, N.Y. 


HOLLIES — ENGLISH, CHINESE, AMERICAN 


CONTAINER GROWN. Ages 2 to 8 years. Price 

$2.00 per year delivered. Send 25c for complete 

+. ae Native American Holly Farms, Manhem 
a. 





HOUSE PLANTS 


RARE HOUSE PLANTS. 500 varieties, old and 
new, including beautiful exotics. Catalog 25c. Com. 
plete cultural instructions! Barrington Greenhouses, 
Dept. F, Barrington, N. J. 


ACHIMENES, GLOXINIA TUBERS. Rare House 
Plants. Catalog 10c. Tropical Paradise, 3724 Jack. 
son, Kansas City 28, Mo. 


HOUSE PLANT COLLECTION. 2 begonias, 2 
geraniums, 2 choice plants, ivy, fuchsia $3.50 post 
aid. Price list. Country Greenhouses, Cook Hill 
oad, Danielson, Conn. 


RARE HOUSE PLANTS: Fabulous Jewel Orchids, 
5 kinds $8.00: 10 kinds $12.50. Air prepaid. Lists 


Free. Chandras Orchid House Company, Kalimpong 
2. India. 











IRIS DISPOSAL SALE—Below wholesale prices. Get 
price list now before you buy. Save over one-half 





on newest varieties. George's Iris, Newberry, S. C 


DWARF IRIS—ten assorted colors postpaid $1.00, 
7 catalog. Buena Vista Iris Gardens, Vermillion, 





IRIS — DAYLILIES 


QUALITY IRIS- DAYLILIES. Most popular varieties. 
Free catalog. Patricks Gardens, 717 North G., Mus 
kogee, Okla. 





LAWN GRASS 


GENUINE MEYER ZOYSIA — Enough to sprig 
2,000 square feet postpaid $8.00. Plugs $3.00 per 
100, plugger $2.50, express charges collect. Zoysia 
Farms, Abbeville, Ala. 


LAWN GRASS—(Z-52) Zoysia, Emerald Zoysia, 
Zoysia Matrella Tifton 57 (Tiflawn), Tifton 127 
( Tiffine) , Tifton 328 ( Tifgreen). Wholesale Prices 
—any quantity. Sample package $5.00 each prepaid, 
planting instructions included. Send check with order. 
Merry Grass Nursery, Dept. H, Box 2176, Spring 
Hill Station, Mobile, Ala. GArden 6-1775. 


MING TREES 


MINIATURE MING TREES. Only a few inches 
high when full grown. Free details. W & W Nur 
series, Box 98, East Detroit, Mich. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BEAUTIFUL BRONZE SUN DIALS. Low prices, 
-_ catalog. Owen, 68 Southview Terrace, Westfield, 
ass. 











“Oh well, it probably would have gotten Dutch elm disease anyhow!” 
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MUSHROOMS 


SPAWN (“SEED”) PLUS NEWEST manureless 
owing methods; marketing ‘how-to’, $1.00. Free 
Berails, gladly. Luxgard, 641 South 19th, Newark 
3, N. J. 


NEW GIANT STRAWBERRIES 


oa me a 
BRITISH SOVEREIGN STRAWBERRIES from 
Canada now available here. Berries almost large as 
eggs . . - plants grow 18 inches high, 3 feet across! 
Write for brochure. Exclusive importer—Maynard 
Jacobson, 175 Rafferty Gardens, Littleton, Colo. 


PANSIES 
SUPER SWISS GIANTS. husky plants, mixed colors. 
50—$2.00; 100—S$}3.00. Postpaid. Lee's Pansies, 
Rt. 1, Box 272, Tyler, Texas. 








PLASTIC FILM 
POLYETHYLENE TRANSPARENT FILM .004 for 
many uses around home and farm. 3 ft. wide by 
100 ft. long only $6.00. 4 fc. x 100 ft. $8.00. 
6 ft. x 100 ft. $12.00. Big Bargain. Remnants 10 
ft. long by 3 ft. wide, only $1.00 postpaid. Send 
cash, check or stamps. Satisfaction guaranteed. Yoho 
& Hooker Greenhouse Company, Box FG1165, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
SoccGeeeSwXx$_ 


PRIMROSES 


PRIMROSES: SPRING HILL FARM has all common 
and many unusual sorts. Plants, seeds, Shipped any- 
where. Free list. Box 42, Gig Harbor, Wash. 


A CATALOG LIGHT-HEARTED as Spring, as 
different and famous as the primroses it presents. 
Write for Barnhaven’s new book-catalog (free) 
icturing their world-famous, hardy, Silver-Dollar 
rimroses, with other hardy, easily grown prim- 
roses, and capture spring for yourself and for the 
shadier parts of your garden. Barnhaven, Gresham, 








re. 
| ae oe enn ERR Ne tt A 
SEEDS 


NATIVE EVERGREEN, SHRUB, FLOWER SEEDS. 
Order Spring Specials Now! White, Norway, Colo- 
rado Blue Spruce seed—Multiflora rose—Silktree— 
Smoketree—Your Choice! Large Packet $1.00 ea. 
3 for $2.50. Free Brochure. Trillium Trails, Box 
203F, Cornell, Wisc. 


PERKINS POTATO SEED SETS grow potatoes the 
easy way. Enough to plant 100 hills already cut and 
treated, postpaid $2.00. Cobbler, Pontiac, Cherokee, 
Dazoc. Perkins Garden Center, Clear Lake, lowa. 








SEMPERVIVUMS 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 10 sarieties. 
labeled prepaid $4.00. Over 100 varieties. ‘Make 
a Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums."’ MacPherson 
Gardens, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS 
20TH CENTURY EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY. 
Bears 60 days after set. June to November. 250 
plenty for average family. 250 for $9.00, 25 for 
$1.50, 100 for $3.95. 1,000 for $25.00. Postpaid. 


oo Michigan Nursery, Box 27, New Buffalo, 
ich. 








TREES & SHRUBS 


RHODODENDRON MAX., Mt. Laurel, Hemlock, 
Holly, Flame Azalea, Dogwood, Red Maple and Red 
Cedar: 2-4 ft. 10 — $4.00; 25 — $9.00; 
$30.00. J. F. Norris, Butler, Tenn. R. 4. 


OUR REDWOOD TREES growing 45 states. Seven 
species, dwarf, giants. Imported trees, plants. Cat- 
alog 25c. Baby trees for dwarfing, folder 10c, Rare 
Plant Club, Route 1, Box 155G, Mill Valley, Calif. 


TROPICAL PLANTS 





TEN ASSORTED PALMS $2.00; 5” Neanthe Bella 
palms $7.50 per 100; Monkeypod, Poinciana, Wood 
rose, Umbrella tree seeds $1.00. Tashiro, Box 2275, 
Miami Beach 40, Fla. 





VIOLETS 


FRAGRANT VIOLETS $3.00 POSTPAID. 3 
Double White; 4 Double French Lavender; 4 Vic- 
tory Purple. Largest in World. Bulletin. Capitola 
Violet Garden, 309 Crystal, Capitola, Calif. 


WATER LILIES 
FREE: NEW WATER LILY catalog. Sent only on 
request. 13 new lilies. Complete planting instruc- 


tions. How to build pools. Van Ness Water Gardens, 
Rt. No. 1, Dept. MT, Upland, Calif. 


WILDFLOWERS 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 


nook. Send today for Free catalog. Wake Robin 
Farm, R. D, No. 1, Home, Pa. 
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(Continued from page 61) 
tem will have been destroyed in the 
transplanting operation. The pruning 
back should entail thinning out weak 


shoots and cutting back to lateral 
buds. 


Uncovering Flower Beds; 
Roses; Transplanting 


. *North 


EXCEPT FOR 
the extreme 
North, the gar- 
dening season be- 
gins about the 
first of April in 
all parts of the 
area. First thing 
on the agenda 
is the annual 
spring clean-up. 
This consists principally of the re- 
moval of the debris that accumulated 
in the yard and on the lawn during 
the winter, the uncovering of garden 
beds and the removal of coverings 
from evergreens, recently planted 
trees, clematis vines, roses and other 
plants that require special winter pro- 
tection. Usually the home lawn gets 
the first attention and there is little 
need to encourage this activity early 
in the season. However, in many 
quarters there seems to be consider- 
able reluctance to remove the hay, 
leaves or other coverings from garden 
beds until later in April when frosty 
weather is less likely to occur. 

As a rule, winter protective cover- 
ings are kept in place too late and as 
a consequence, plants may be injured 
unnecessarily. This is particularly true 
of roses. Mildew, molds and diseases 
get established on the canes when 
coverings are left on too long. Plants 


For the 

northern states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Robert A. Phillips 
University 

of Minnesota 


are much better off if exposed to the | 


weather early in April. Roses are 
never injured by low temperatures 
that may re-occur for a brief time dur- 
ing this month. They develop better 
when exposed to the sun and air early 
in the season. It is important to re- 
move winter mulch early so that the 
earth that was hilled over the base 
for special winter protection will thaw 
rapidly, permitting removal as -soon 
as possible. 

After un-hilling, pruning is next in 
connection with the spring care of 
roses. Hybrid teas, floribundas and 
grandifloras are cut back to about 
six to ten inches or lower if winter 


die-back of the canes was unusually 
(Please turn to page 65) 





NEW HYBRID 


DAYLILIES 


HEMEROCALLIS a 


COLORS 


STURDY, EASILY GROWN 
FLOWERING SIZE ROOTS 


Plant these sturdy hybrids early and enjoy 
a startling show in your garden from May 
through August. All are hardy from Maine 
to California, Florida to Minnesota. 


Flowers 5 to 7” across, in sun or partial 
shade. All from our finest named varie- 
ties; assorted colors as illustrated. 


SPECIAL FOR $2... Twelve of the 
above, PLUS a root of new red and gold 
Hemerocallis. Double orders allowed. 
Immediate delivery. For each $1 worth 
ordered, send 10c to help cover shipping; 
or sent C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments to 
Canada or Denver west. 


ROCKNOLL Nursery, Dept. FC, Morrow, Ohio 


and Soil Conditioners 


At chain, hardware 
and garden stores. 


COW MANURE © SHEEP MANURE 
PEAT MOSS © HYPER HUMUS 
ROSE FOOD © BONE MEAL © LIME 
VERMICULITE © AZALEA FOOD 


All the newest and 

best flowers and vegetables, 
hundreds created by us--including 

famous Burpee Hybrids. 450 pic- . 

tures, over 75 in natural color. America’s leading Seed 
Catalog, tells all about the best seeds that grow. Limited 

quantity reserved for new customers. Write Today! 

W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 527 Burpee Building, 

Clinton, lowa or Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Riverside, Calif. 
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Caladiums, sultanas, coleus and wax begonias bring color to this shaded corner where little else 
would bloom. 


Color in the shade 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann, Missouri 


A SHADY BED OR BORDER is a de. 
lightful place to plan and to plant, 
More than ferns will thrive in such 
a spot. For a pleasant surprise and 
an amazing amount of color try the 
following plants: fancy-leaved cala- 
diums, the house plant sultanas, 
coleus, and semperflorens begonias, 

These plants appreciate moist 
soil. It should contain plenty of 
humus so that it is well aerated and 
possesses moisture-holding quali- 
ties. 

Caladiums and coleus have in- 
conspicuous flowers. They owe their 
popularity to highly colored and 
interesting leaf patterns. Sultanas 
and begonias open blossoms in vari- 
ous shades of pink, rose, and red. 
There are also white ones. Both 
are free blooming and ideal for a 
shady location or where filtered sun- 
light prevails. Enough plants of 
one variety to fill a row of each of 
the four plants may be used, or a 
mixture of leaf and blossom colors. 
If one has access to many varieties, 
unusually lovely color designs in all 
pink, rose, white, or red, or a com- 
bination of two colors could be 
worked out. 

Arranging the Border 

The caladiums are started from 
tubers about six weeks before it is 
safe to put them outside. All the 
plants should be gradually accus- 
tomed to the outside air by setting 
them in a sheltered and shaded lo- 
cation for a while each day when- 
ever it is pleasant and warm. When 
all danger of frost is past, and the 
bed is ready for planting, set the 
caladiums at the back about two 
feet apart or somewhat closer if de- 
sired. A row of sultanas spaced 
about the same distance may come 
next and then the coleus. Should 
it appear that these two are growing 
too fast and too tall, overshadowing 
the caladiums, they can be pruned 
or pinched back at any time 
throughout the season to hold them 
in check. The wax or semperflorens 
begonias make a fine edging plant 
for a shaded planting. 

Mulch spread around the plants 
helps to conserve moisture. They 
will appreciate extra water during 
dry periods. When all is growing 
well, place a comfortable lawn chair 
in a strategic position and, when- 
ever there is time, let your eyes 
feast on the gorgeous colors. # 


Flower & Garden Magazine for 





‘or 


et aL 
URLS SS 


FY write tor our illustrated 
catalog of OREGON ROSES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
FREE LIST illustrated in 
color. Better varieties— 
Lower prices. 


R. ‘assell / Ga rdens 


SPRING 15, TEXAS 


FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
Toll Bearded Irie 


EDEN ROAD 
TT e700), 


- P.O.BOX II7 - 
as) 14.14 ea 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our 1958 Cat- 
alog listing 600 varie- 
ties of Chrysanthemums 
and Carnations. New 
introductions and im- 
ports, Spiders, Exhibi- 
tions, Hardy Garden 
Varieties, Cascades, etc., 
colorfully illustrated. 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8650 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 


AMERICA’S MOST COMPLETE 


DAFFODIL CATALOG 


For the best Daffodils for your garden, or for cutting, 
exhibiting, or hybridizing, read our illustrated catalog 
listing about 400 varieties and giving classification, ap- 
proximate blooming period, height. color, and many other 
interesting features. New 1958 introductions as well as 
other new and older varieties. Send 25c for your copy. 


GRANT E. MITSCH 


Daffodil Haven 
FLOWER 


FREE ‘scx 


Write today for free illustrated book — cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination table. 
3000 varieties — old and new. Many rare kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a postcard today! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 48, S. C. 


Box N CANBY, OREGON 


pot Flower Arrangement 


Quickly and Easily at Home 
Prepare for tremendous money making op- 
portunities full or spare time. Learn co e 
construction, floral arrangement, yy — 
signs, rememberance pieces, etc. Al: 


A start your own business. Make 
while learning. STUDY ‘AND EA EARN _ = Pid. 
MA AT HOME. Send for FREE BOOK... “‘Op- 
+ portunities in Floristry”’ 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
tudio p-4g —«:11826 San Vicente Bivd., Los Angeles 49, Calif. 


TREES... 


3 to 5 yr. healthy, selected trees, 6” 
to 16” tall. 5 each of: Colorado Blue 
Spruce— Norway Spruce — Austrian 
Pine — Scotch Pine — Douglas Fir. 
Postpaid at planting time 
Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 


MUSSER FORESTS PREF ED Indiana, Pa. 
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extensive. Pruning should be done 
just below the injured area, cuts 
being made in live tissue and all the 
canes cut back so that they are about 


even in length so that new growth 


will make a more uniformly shaped 
plant. The pruning of climbing roses 
is restricted only to the removal of 
dead canes or dead parts of live ones 
because blossoms are borne on the 
canes that developed last summer and 
survived the winter. This is the reason 





why it is so much more difficult to 


grow climbers in the North where 
subzero temperatures take a heavy 
toll of this type of roses. 


Plant in April 


Dormant roses of all classes and 
kinds are best planted in April. This 
is a major exception to the recom- 
mended best time for planting which 
in many other parts of the country is 
in late fall. 
planted as soon as the earth is in 
good digging condition, not too wet. 
A large hole should be dug so that 
the roots may be spread in a natural 
manner rather than cramped into a 
small space. Although the exact size 
of the hole depends upon the size of 
the root system, a good rule is to make 
it about 18 inches in diameter and 
the same measurement in depth. The 
sidewalls of the hole should be straight 
rather than tapering inward, a com- 
mon tendency when digging. 

Soil at the bottom should be forked 
or spaded loose and a cone of earth 
placed in the center upon which the 
roots of the plants are to rest. This 
cone of earth should be packed very 
firmly so that the soil will not settle 
down and away from the roots later 
when watering is done. Roses are 
planted deeper in the North than elses 
where; the graft should be at least 


two inches in the ground. This is nec- | 


essary to provide the plant with the 
extra winter protection required in 
this cold country. 

After setting the plant at its proper 
depth, 
and firmly packed and the hole filled 
except to allow space for watering. 
The soil is then thoroughly soaked 
and additional soil added and hilled 
over the canes which were cut back 
to about eight inches before planting 
was started. This is done to protect 
the canes from the drying effects of 
the sun and wind until the roots are 


(Please turn page §) 


Dormant roses should be | 
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@ Lowest Prices Anywhere ¢@ 
Inexpensive Catalog 
So we pass these Big Savings on to you. 
Quality — Guaranteed Plants. 
Special Tub Garden Pool Plants $2.95 P.P. 


Ambassador Water Gardens 
™ Bedford 3, Pennsylvania 


Highest 


Lovely 3 year old Colorado Biue 

Spruce Trees .. . extra fine 
. 6” to ard . 

structure . . 15 for 

30 for $5. * Planting instrue- 

Send cash. No C.O.D.'s. 


GARDEN CENTER 
Dept. B-21, Fairfield, lowa 


tions. 


(©.+ SEATTLE, WASH, 


BEGONIAS 


Harrold’: Pedigreed 
AMERICAN GROWN 


TUBERS 
SEEDS PLANTS 


P.O. BOX 29-H 


Write For FREE Pee 
GRANTS PASS, 
OREGON 


HARROLD'S = cs 


Oe TUES, 
JUST ADD EXTRA TINES 


Cc 


ea th 


Rue 
‘BOLEN Cl 
HOM TT MM 


soil is placed over the roots | 


| 





jr. mustang 
tillers 


Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
® Port Washington 8F, Wisconsin 


Leese eeeeeeeeeweeeeeeaaee 
BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION = 
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ASTOUNDING GREENHOUSE VALUE. Entirely new, 
self-contained, low cost Aluminum “glass to 
ground” greenhouse comes complete with 
built-in automatic heating, automatic cooling 
and ventilation. Prefabricated for simple as- 
sembly by even the most inexperienced “build- 
it-yourselfer”. No expensive foundation 
needed. 12’-4” long x 9’-5” wide SUNLYT 
costs about $650 everything included. New 
6’x8’ SUNLYT Jr. only $275 delivered. Pay 
as you grow on No-money-down, 3 year Pay 
Plan. Send for free SUNLYT catalog #39-48. 
Lord & Burnham, Irvington, N. Y. 
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established and sprouts occur, at which 
time (generally within ten days or so) 
the canes should be uncovered. How- 
ever, they should not be uncovered on 
a hot, sunny, windy day because this 
would be fatal to the fresh, tender 
sprouts. Instead, a cool cloudy day 
should be chosen for this. Also in- 
stead of soil, the canes may be cov- 
ered with sphagnum moss or a square 
of burlap which is kept moist con- 
stantly until it is removed. 

Rose growing is gaining in popu- 
larity every year in the North. Gar- 
deners are learning how to grow them 
successfully and have discovered that 
rose growing is not nearly so difficult 
as it is commonly believed. 


Fertilizing Flower Beds 

After the winter coverings have 
been removed from flower beds, and 
the soil is in workable condition, fer- 
tilizing should be done. Generally one 
application of a complete commercial 
fertilizer, always used as prescribed 
by the manufacturer, will be adequate 
for the season for perennials and the 
bulbs that bloom in the spring (tulips, 
daffodils and so forth), also roses. 
This application is made while doing 
the first tilling of the soil for the sea- 
son. 
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GAY-COLORED WREN HOUSE. Even the wrens go 
modern with this original all-weather shelter. 
8” sphere is of heat resistant thermoplastic, 
completely odorless and weather-proof, with 
perforations drainage and _ ventilation. 
Comes apart for cleaning. Bracket attached 
for mounting by window. 


for 


Bright yellow 
front; light gray back. A smart accessory to 
the home. Postpaid $1.95. Order by No. 310. 
Ultra-Craft Designs, Box 167, Grand Rapids 
1, Michigan. 


» - 

BLUE RIBBON FLOWER HOLDERS and Vase 
Stands will help you make lovely flower ar- 
rangements this spring. Holders are non- 
rusting; easy to conceal. They are tops! If not 
yet carried in your shops, send $2.35 for a 
3” holder and $1.60 for two vase stands 
which resemble teakwood. Write for special 
offer to Garden Clubs. Blue Ribbon Flower 
Holder Co., Dept. F&G, Box 214, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio. 


Trees or shrubs that must be trans- | 


planted should be moved as soon as 
possible in April. Transplanting is ac- 
complished with a minimum of set- 
back if the plants are dug and re-set 
before they start to sprout. Risk of 
injury to the plant increases daily 
after the buds start to grow. Only in 
cases of extreme necessity should they 


be moved after the buds show green | 


and growing tips. All deciduous, | 


woody plants should be pruned back 
when transplanted. At least 25 per 
cent of the top should be removed in 
order to make a more equitable bal- 


ance of root and top and so that | 


there will not be too much top for 
the roots to support. 


Evergreens are not cut back but 
should be dug with a ball of earth 
tightly wrapped in burlap (better done 
by a professional than an amateur— 
get your nursery to do the balling and 
burlapping, or get an experienced 
worker to help you). 


April is the ideal month for the 
planting of all woody plant materials, 
trees, shrubs and evergreens because 
the weather is mild, moist and rela- 
tively cool. Growth is not forced by 
higher temperatures that prevail later 
on in the planting season, and the 
roots have a longer time in which to 


5 from 1 


SOAKEZE does a good job of watering 
shrubs, especially rose bushes. Saves much 
time and work. Attach it to your garden 
hose; the 5 small plastic hoses spread out in 
| any direction to soak roots of 5 plants, some 
24 feet apart, without waste of water. Guar- 
anteed to please you or your money re- 
| funded. Complete unit only $5.95 postpaid. 
Send check or money order. 


JONS MANUFACTURING CO. 


| A-11, Dantzler Street, Saint Matthews, S$. C. 


get re-established before the top makes 
a great demand for water and nu- 
trients. 


Early spring also is the best time 
to fertilize shrubs and_ ever- 
greens because they make their prin- 
cipal annual growth in May and June 
when they will be requiring a ready 
and generous supply of available nu- 
trients. Again the recommended kind 
is a complete commercial fertilizer 
consisting of the three principal ele- 
ments of nitrogen, phosphorus and 


trees, 
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§ TOP QUALITY DAYLILIES ONLY $1 — Large, 
healthy plants as pictured, ready to take root 
and produce big 5” to 12” blooms in pale 
creams, yellows, reds, this year; grow lovelier 
each year. Bloom May till frost! “Wild” qual- 
ity makes a difference: Mrs. W.H.M. writes: 
“,, the roots are very nice as usual! Am 
always glad to recommend quality.” Mrs. 
AB.N. says: “ .. truly delighted with their 
quality.” Huge price cut on these popular 
perennials! Our choice, 5 luxurious varieties 
($3 to $5 total value) only $1 ppd. in U.S. 
(no c.o.d.). 64-page color catalog of Peonies, 
Iris & Daylilies free with order, or 25c for 
catalog alone. Gilbert H. Wild & Son, Dept. 
GX-48, Sarcoxie, Mo. 


PROTECT PLANTS FROM DOG damage — keep 
dogs and cats where they belong! Don’t take 
chances—get Sudbury Chaperone, nationally 
famous, extra potent. Prevent burned ever- 
greens, ruined flowers, soiled lawns, spilled 
garbage can. Harmless, humane—a little lasts 
along time! In automatic spray can, Outdoor 
Chaperone $1 postpaid. Indoor Chaperone $1, 
same style can, keeps pets off chairs, beds— 
stops puppy damage, and cats clawing the fur- 
niture. Order either kind, or both—enclose 
$1 bills at our risk. Money-back guarantee. 
Sudbury Laboratory, Box 76K, Sudbury, Mass. 


potash in approximately a 1-2-1 ra- 
tion. Fertilizer should be evenly dis- 
tributed and lightly scratched into the 
soil. Spring applications of fertilizers 
for all kinds of plants do not have 
to be watered down because the soil 
is moist and rains are adequate. 
Besides taking care of established 
plantings, April is the time to start 
hew gardens and lawns. Soil prepara- 
tion and improvement is the first step. 
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ha 5 ee oy ail be ee ag 
ONLY $129.95 for this new W-W Portable 
Compost Grinder and Soil Shredder. Espe- 
cially designed for home gardeners and smail 
operators. Has same high quality as other 
W-W shredders and grinders. Interchange- 
able shredding bars and grinding screen let 
you grind, shred, screen, pulverize or mix 
material just the way you want it. Even 
handles dry leaves, phosphate rocks, small 
bones, etc. Balanced for one-hand portability. 
Choice of gas or electric power. Prices f.o.b. 
Wichita. Time payment plan available. Write 
for literature. W-W Grinder Corporation, 
2957-C No. Market, Wichita 4, Kansas. 


KEEP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 


Suburban & Country Dwellers 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and 
cesspool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks 
up solids and grease — prevents overflow, 
back-up, odors. Regular use saves costly 
pumping or digging. Simply mix dry powder 
in water, flush down toilet. Non-poisonous, 
non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate septic 
tank, cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) 


only $2.95 pd. Northel Distributors, GF-4, 


P.O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


The earth must be loosened by culti- 
vating with a spade or fork; plowing 
or roto-tilling for large areas. Soil 
improvement consists principally of 
adding organic matter, peat, compost, 
good topsoil and manure. This is in- 
corporated into the soil during the 
tilling operation along with a gener- 
ous amount of complete plant food. 
The bed is then ready for planting or 
seeding. 


JUST TWIST TO TIE! 150-ft. roll $1. Tie plants 


with a twist! Sail through this gardening 


chore in no time, with wire-center flat plastic 
tape to fasten plants and vines to stakes and 
fences. No tying is needed—just cut with 
scissors and twist! Soft vinyl Plas-Ties tape in 
pretty, fadeproof green is waterproof and re- 
usable. It’s flat—won’t harm delicate plants. 
lg” wide. Bargain 150-foot roll is only $1.00 
postpaid from Walter Drake & Sons, 1604 
Drake Bldg., Colorado Springs 2, Colorado. 


NEW COLOR COMBINATION! Now you may have 
this radiant Lone Star Quilt in these six beau- 
tiful colors, set in this order: orange, canary 
yellow, maize, tan, bronze and brown. You 
can make this quilt in a jiffy when you use 
ready-cut pieces. The tedious part is com- 
pleted—and you'll treasure its beauty. Cut 
from 80x80 soft, color fast, preshrunk per- 
cale. Add your fill-in blocks and borders for 
finished size of about 83” square. You get the 
288 diamonds for the star, directions, color 
diagram and quilting pattern. Only $4.89 in 
stores or order ppd. from Aunt Martha’s 
Studios, Dept. F84, 1243 Swift, Kansas City 
16, Mo. (Money back if not satisfied.) 


MOCCASINS ARE SYNONYMOUS with comfort... 
these all the more because they are intended 
for the hard-to-fit ladies who’ve always 
wished they might have at least one foot in 
paradise (you may have both, we promise). 
Choice leather, handlaced, and flexibly set 
on soft foam-crepe soles in women’s full or 
half sizes 3 to 13, AAAAAA to EEE. Red, 
Smoke, Taffytan or White. (Purchases can 
be exchanged.) Guaranteed. Special Offer: 
$5.95 plus 50c post. (COD's accented). Moc- 
casin-Craft, 58-FE Buffum St., Lynn, Mass. 
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Ir Was Brownine, I believe, who 
wrote, 

“Oh, to be in England, 

Now thai April’s there,” 
Personally I know nothing of Eng- 

land at this season. My experience is 
limited to what you can see though 
the fog from a troop train window 
in October. The trim lawns and 
hedges were beautiful, and in the 
spring I am sure they are more so. 
But still I am not interested in trading 
our own spring for anything in the 
world. 

One late March a group of us 
went on a fishing trip to Mexico. 
When we got home, the shrubs and 
fruit trees were through blooming. I 
have always felt since then that I had 
just lost a year out of my life. 

You may at times have felt that 
you were abused or maybe “under- 
privileged” to be living in our great 
Mid-America area. It gets awfully 
hot at times, and awfully cold, or 
dry or wet at other times. But our 
springs and falls make up for all 
of it to me. 

The colorful travel folders and 
Chamber of Commerce releases make 
some of the so-called warm climes 
seem enticing. But I always seem to 
get there when they are experiencing 
their worst weather in “17 years,” 
“50 years” or whatever they choose 
to call it. 


It probably is pretty much a case 
of what we are used to. I have some 
friends who apparently feel sorry for 
me living where I do. The feeling 
is mutual. I actually feel sorry for 
them. They just don’t know what they 
are missing. 

The sights, sounds and smells of 
spring are intoxicating. From the first 
snowdrop or crocus to the last freezing 
chrysanthemum, it is a continuous 
round of thrills. And with it all there 
are the birds. 

To some this may sound like a lot 
of “prop-wash,” but I am sure there 
are some who share this glowing feel- 
ing when spring arrives in our area. 
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It’s five o’clock in the morning— 
coffee was drunk an hour or so ago. 
I just HAD to get my typewriter out. 
Maybe, just maybe, I can paint a 
word picture of our back yard this 
morning—a picture that you too can 
see and feel. 

In an early issue I wrote about the 
thrill of turning our spot lights on 
the back yard. We sit in the dark, 
drinking coffee (personally I prefer 
cocoa—but it’s fattening). The snow 
comes swirling, skipping and dancing. 
They tell me it is permissible, at my 
age, to repeat oneself. Besides there 
are many NEW readers. At least I 
HOPE, I Hope, I hope. 

The snow came too late to tell you 
about it last issue. It started as a light 
rain, turned to snow. First forecasts— 
two to four inches. There was. A bit 
over 24 hours later it stopped at 15 
inches. Starting wet, it stuck. The 
first evening I sat in the dark by the 
side of the window, looking towards 
the light, watching the flakes as they 
came scurrying out of the northeast. 
Away from the light they were white. 
As they neared the light they seemed 
to hurry, and turned incandescent like 
a Fourth of July sparkler. Through 
half-closed eyes they seemed alive, 
like tiny glowing coals. 

The second morning the sun 
came out and things were a sight 
to behold. Pine trees were hay 
stacks of white. Drifts were as high 
as they used to SEEM to be when 
I was a kid. Across the back yard, 
the tops of drifts were rippled 
ridges like blown sand. With a little 

see the 
grandeur of the Alps—or maybe 
just our own Rockies. 

By this morning something new had 
been added. Last evening it was calm, 
with just the tiniest wisp of a breeze 


imagination you could 
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from the South. It was moisture laden, 
hitting cold snow and air. When the 
outside lights were turned on an hour 
or so ago, was when the scene was 
truly — well, you supply the proper 
words—I can’t. 

First to be seen was the nearby 
weeping willow. Its slender . yellow 
limbs had turned to wands of crystal 
white frost. Someone had put coconut 
frosting on the cake-like junipers. A 
handful of sparklers had been added 
for good measure. 

The pine tree beyond the rose bed 
was like the sprayed white Christmas 
trees so popular now. The ornamental 
plum, with its short, scraggly spurs, 
had likewise caught the mood. The 
swollen buds on the Magnolia Soul- 
angeana looked like Christmas tree 
light bulbs on a pine that had lost 
its needles. 

Here is the one sad note: With a 
few exposures on a roll of film, | 
finished shooting it yesterday on the 
snow scenes—including the half buried 
greenhouse. Now all of this, and no 
film. Well, at least I have a photo- 
graph of it in my memory. I hope you 
can picture in part at least the beauty 
I have been trying to describe. 

As the ground wasn’t frozen when 
the snow came, it does mean a good 
soaking for the grass and flowers. 

o 

Normally in this area, there is 
usually some report about the first 
robin. Some robins stick around all 
winter, however. This year we had 
one in the back yard in mid-Janu- 
ary. One year—during the very, 
very dry years when open water 
was almost non-existent, we lived 
out in the country where we used 

a spring for our water supply. 

This ran into a storage tank, then 
there was an overflow pipe at the 
top. This was on the side of a hill in 
a protected valley. Birds would come 
there in swarms to get a drink, and 
in the middle of the winter I have 
seen hundreds of robins lining up to 
get a chance at the water. —J. E. T. 
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FOR ’58! THE MOST PHENOMENAL ACHIEVEMENT 
IN OVER 2,000 YEARS OF ROSE CULTIVATION! 


STERN’S SUB-ZERO 3-N-4 


RAINBOW rose 


EYE-LEVEL ROSES OF 


3 Different Colors hh! — 


fully double. Delightful color. 
Prepare for a wave of excitement in your ; : 
neighborhood when you plant our phenom- Bioom in lush clusters. 
enal new 3-in-1 Sub-Zero Rainbow Tree 
Rose. Never before has there been a Tree 
Rose like it! A Tree Rose that bears a 
breathtaking abundance of magnificent big 
roses IN 3 DIFFERENT COLORS AND 
VARIETIES—all in bloom at the same time 
—all on one tree! 


Dozens of Huge Red, Yellow and Pink 
Roses, on a Single Tree, This Very Spring! 


With the recent development of the superb 
Sub-Zero Eye-Level Tree Rose, a new pin- 
nacle in rose cultivation was reached. Now 
Stern's 3-in-1 Rainbow Tree Rose tops even 
that! To see it in bloom with its amazing 
3-color flower display just as high as your 
eyes — its luxuriant foliage — its enchanting 
mixture of fragrances, is an unforgettable 
experience. To own this newest, rarest of 
all Sub-Zero Tree Roses is a real delight! 


BUTTERCUP YELLOW—Large, very 
Everblooming—Extra-Hardy Roses double. Exquisite fragrance and 
Like all members of the new race of Sub- form. Bloom constantly. 
Zero roses, these 3 rose varieties are amaz- 
ingly resistant to cold. They are almost 
totally disease-immune. They bloom con- 
tinuously! Plant this season—enjoy abundant 
bloom starting this spring and right through 
to fall—and year after year! Complete 
planting instructions with order. MAGNIF- 
ICENT 3-COLOR BLOOM GUARANTEED 
FOR YEARS. 


Triple-Budded to Produce 
Far More Roses—A Far More Luxuriant Crown 
Than Any Other Tree Rose! 


Three different varieties of roses are bud- 
ded to the strong, heavy 3 ft. tall trunk of 
our Rainbow Tree Rose. This triple-bud- 
ding not only means roses of 3 different 
colors, but a crown that grows many times 
thicker and more luxuriant—produces a far 
greater abundance of roses than tree roses 
— oe up till now! Each _ the BLAZING RED—Spectacular deep 
sturdy trunk grows even greater in diameter red. Up to 5” wide, fully double. 
Plant among other rose bushes for rose beauty at two levels! , support the ever-larger, increasingly mas- ceases eouinanaine ante 
Or directly before a picture window and enjoy this astound- gj 


sive umbrella of bloom—but the tree itself 
ing specimen indoors and out. Plant two, to formamagnificent always remains at delightful EYE-LEVEL 
living gateway to your home. Plant anywhere you want a_height! 


sensational landscape effect! BE AMONG THE FIRST TO OWN THE WORLD’S NEWEST, RAREST TREE ROSE 


ONLY STERN’S HAS THE NEW 3-IN-1 RAINBOW TREE ROSE! f"""" MALL 


Stern's Nurseries, Arbor 120, Geneva, New York 
MOST LIMITED SUPPLY © MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER NOW! 


P= 

In all the world, only Stern’s has the unique new Rainbow Tree Rose. Each one i indicated below: 

takes years to produce. Once our limited supply is gone, there will be no more this i 0 1 for $10 C) 2 for $18 (1 4 for $35 C) 10 for $75 
season. To be among the first to enjoy this rare specimen, act now! Guaranteed to Check or M.O. Se $.. 

bloom this very spring; otherwise receive free replacement or your money back in full. i om enclo or total price: 
Sou 


Please send postpaid, at proper planting time in my section, your exclusive 
guaranteed 3-in-1 Sub-Zero Rainbow Tree Rose (Catalog No. 8491A) as 


Name... 


Each $10 2 for $18 4 for $35 10 for $75 


ALL PRICES POSTPAID 
Address 


-Stern's Nurseries °"."*. , 


Specialists In Rare And Choice Trees, Plants & Flowers 


csc innioaag Zone State } 
© 
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America’s Finest 


Cultivator 
. .. @t anywhere near its small price! 


danny ROTO-HOE 


NEWEST IDEA in Gardening! a . : ~~. 


Now millions of gardeners can enjoy their home a Fe, ae 
flower or vegetable garden, without the hard spade . 
and hoe work. The Hummin’bird’s patented princi- 
ple of one or two tines revolving in a horizontal 
plane, gives quick, complete and effective results— — 
you simply guide it! a 
Doesn’t it make sense to plant in rows spaced 
closer together so that you have so much less area to 
water, till, fertilize, and care for? Well, Roto-Hoe, 
the same company that built and popularized the 
front-mounted tiller with wheels at the back, has the 
answer and at the right price. Tiller can be mounted 
either on front or back—we prefer on back for till- 
ing, on front for cultivating. It easily tills small gar- 
dens up to 7” deep, handles so easily, leaves no dead 
center space unworked. It’s self-propelled with 214 
h.p. motor. It’s really new—but thoroughly tested for 
three years in limited production. YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT IT AT THIS @y 
MODEST PRICE! , 
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EXTRA VALUE THROUGH INTERCHANGEABILITY 


There is more value in the Hummin’bird because it 
is built as a power unit, and for a surprisingly small SAFE-SPEED EDGERt 
additional amount, you may have a 22” self-propel- Roto-Hoe’s high-torque edger that 
led cutter, lawn edger and aerator. All attach quickly allows edging without stalling. 
and easily—give you extra usefulness at lowest cost. Runs at 700 RPM, edges most jobs 
much faster than higher speed edg- 
THE TWIN SPINDLE ROTO-CUTTER* ers. We believe it’s the most prac- 
tical edger built, and the price is 


This beautiful attachment converts the Hummin’bird right. 


power unit into the finest 22” self-propelled rotary 
mower. It interchanges by the PRESS-MATIC meth- LAWN AERATOR 
od quickly, without wrenches. You press the lever 
and slip on the belt. This cutter features a positive 
front wheel drive with Chevron tread tires—it pulls aie on a See 
on wet grass too. Other quality features include os a * The ah aioe propel- 
spring loaded Timken bearings, two cutting blades ling ionts or bodh oles then became 
running at lower blade travel, infinite height adjust- an ideal lawn aerator. Simply go 
ment, heavy deck, and perfect balance. Blades made back and forth checkerboard across 
of Crucible Steel Com- your lawn, cutting narrow slits 
pany’s “Park Alloy” which let in water, fertilizer, 
steel stay sharp and mulch, peat moss, or other elements 
cut smooth 3 or 4 that will aid in lawn health and 
times longer, too. beauty. It works, it’s so easy! 


Not a cent extra! You simply re- 


FREE COLOR FOLDER 


Write today to Roto-Hoe & Sprayer Co., Dept. F-6, New- 
bury, Ohio for free folder and name of nearby dealer. 


* Roro-CurTer attachment, $44.50 + Epcer attachment, $27.50 


3 Other ROTO-HOE Lines 


ROTO-HOE also builds two other larger lines of Power 
lawn & garden equipment, and the new “Islander” riding 
rotary mower. If you have a larger than average lawn or 
garden, or an estate or farm, ask us for free literature on 
these other lines. Or see them at your ROTO-HOE dealer’s 
and ask him for a free demonstration. 
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Above: SAFE-SPEED EDGER does a 
neat job. 


Below: LAWN AERATOR greatly i 
lawn health. 
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